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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK deplores Israeli government decision to expropriate land in West Bank 
Commenting on Israel’s decision on 31 August to expropriate almost 990 acres of 
privately owned Palestinian land near Bethlehem, the Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond 
said: 
The UK deplores the Israeli government’s expropriation of 988 acres of land around the 
settlement of Etzion near Bethlehem. This is a particularly ill-judged decision that comes 
at a time when the priority must be to build on the ceasefire in Gaza. It will do serious 
damage to Israel’s standing in the international community. 
Our position on settlements is clear: they are illegal under international law, present an 
obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two state solution at a time when 
negotiations to achieve this objective urgently need to be resumed. 
All efforts should currently be focused on securing a durable ceasefire in Gaza and the 
lasting peace that the Palestinian and Israeli people deserve. We strongly urge the 
government of Israel to reverse this decision. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-deplores-israeli-government-decision-to-
expropriate-land-in-west-bank  
 
 

ICTU 

More than 350 Survivors and Descendants of Survivors and Victims of the Nazi 
Genocide Condemn Israel’s Assault on Gaza 
As Jewish survivors and descendants of survivors and victims of the Nazi genocide we 
unequivocally condemn the massacre of Palestinians in Gaza and the ongoing 
occupation and colonization of historic Palestine. We further condemn the United States 
for providing Israel with the funding to carry out the attack, and Western states more 
generally for using their diplomatic muscle to protect Israel from condemnation. Genocide 
begins with the silence of the world. 
We are alarmed by the extreme, racist dehumanization of Palestinians in Israeli society, 
which has reached a fever-pitch. In Israel, politicians and pundits in The Times of Israel 
and The Jerusalem Post have called openly for genocide of Palestinians and right-wing 
Israelis are adopting Neo-Nazi insignia. 
Furthermore, we are disgusted and outraged by Elie Wiesel's abuse of our history in 
these pages to justify the  unjustifiable:  Israel's wholesale effort to destroy  Gaza and the  
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murder of more than 2,000 Palestinians, including many hundreds of children. Nothing 
can justify bombing UN shelters, homes, hospitals and universities. Nothing can justify 
depriving people of electricity and water. 
We must raise our collective voices and use our collective power to bring about an end to 
all forms of racism, including the ongoing genocide of Palestinian people. We call for an 
immediate end to the siege against and blockade of Gaza. We call for the full economic, 
cultural and academic boycott of Israel. "Never again" must mean NEVER AGAIN FOR 
ANYONE! 
http://www.ictuni.org/news/2014/08/27/more-than-350-survivors-and-descendants-of-
survivo/  
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Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 

Charities and politics: Guidance for charities in Northern Ireland on political 
purposes, political activity and campaigning 
http://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/Library/pdf_documents/20140814%20Political%2
0activity%20and%20campaigning%20guidance%20for%20charities.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN officials hail role of cultural, religious dialogue in advancing peace, 
development 
United Nations officials today highlighted the important role played by the initiative known 
as the Alliance of Civilizations in building bridges to peace … 
Launched in 2005 through the initiative of Spain and Turkey, under the auspices of the 
UN, the Alliance seeks to promote better cross-cultural relations worldwide. … 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon noted in his remarks that too many of the world’s worst 
crises are driven by those who exploit fear for power. “Too many societies are fracturing 
along cultural, religious or ethnic lines,” he stated, adding “We have much work ahead of 
us across a landscape of tension.” … 
Speaking at a joint press conference with Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono, Mr. Ban said the Forum was taking place at a time when extremism poses a 
grave threat. “Promoting tolerance as well as inter-religious and cross-cultural dialogue 
has never been more important,” he stressed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48590#.VANLgmSSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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