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Holocaust 

United Nations 

Music at UN event teaches about the Holocaust through victims' experiences 
From Adolf Hitler's rise to power in 1933 until the 1945 liberation, music played an 
integral role in daily life under Nazism, as illustrated at a United Nations event which 
used the medium of the arts to communicate fragments of the lives of victims of the 
Holocaust. 
"It give us a deep, nuanced and complicated sense of who these human beings were 
who experienced these terrible things and how they responded," said scholar Shirli 
Gilbert about music that survived the Holocaust. 
"And helps us to see them not as a faceless mass of six million people but as individuals 
who came from different places, from different backgrounds, and understood what was 
happening in different ways." 
Working in partnership with Clive Marks, who spent most of his life studying European 
history and music, and who was awarded the Order of the British Empire by Queen 
Elizabeth II in 2005 for his philanthropic efforts, Ms. Gilbert created an on-line resource 
for music associated with and played during the Holocaust. … 
"I found 16 original song books that had been written by prisoners and presumably 
hidden beneath their beds with hundreds of songs and illustrations that they had used in 
camp sing-alongs," she said, adding that playing the songs, or any of the music, is a way 
of bringing to life again an original artefact from that time. … 
Opening the event at UN Headquarters in New York, Peter Launsky-Tieffenthal, Under-
Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, stressed that 
incorporating the arts helps to further personalize the stories of the Holocaust. 
"The arts help to highlight the impact that this tragedy has had on the individual and the 
community as a result of hatred, bigotry and ignorance," he noted. … 
"The seed of a creative idea does not die in the mud and scum. Even there it will 
germinate and spread its blossom like a star shining in darkness,"  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47684#.U2E1M62Swbc  
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
Israeli citizens were found to be working in the UK without an appropriate visa in each of 
the last five years. [196266] 

James Brokenshire: The following table gives the number of Israeli nationals 
arrested on illegal working type enforcement visits from 2009 to 2013. 

Table 1: Israeli nationals arrested on illegal working type enforcement visits, 2009 to 2013 
  Arrests 

2009 46 
2010 43 
2011 1 
2012 0 
2013 7 
Total 97 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140429/text/140429w0
002.htm#1404307000123  
 
 

United Nations 

Facing ‘moment of truth,’ Mid-east parties must make tough choices to salvage 
peace efforts – UN envoy 
In the wake of Israel’s decision to break off talks with the Palestinians after a Fatah-
Hamas unity deal, and amid a “volatile” situation on the ground with negative trends in 
the West Bank and a fragile calm in Gaza, a United Nations envoy today challenged the 
parties to use this “moment of truth” to reflect on the hard choices required to keep peace 
from slipping further away. 
“Inaction could see this turn into a crisis. That is why joint reflection is in order on how the 
current impasse came about and ways to overcome it,” Robert Serry, UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, warned the Security Council  … 
“Both sides have to convince each other anew they are partners for peace. If Israel is 
serious about the two-State solution, it must recognize the negative impact of continued 
illegal settlement activity. Palestinians in turn should be reflective of their actions in 
international fora.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47682#.U2E1Qa2Swbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140429/text/140429w0002.htm#1404307000123
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140429/text/140429w0002.htm#1404307000123
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47682#.U2E1Qa2Swbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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