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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Same-sex Marriage (Priests) 
Ben Bradshaw: What the Church of England’s policy is on priests entering a same-sex 
marriage; and what guidance has been given on what would happen to a priest who did 
so. [903291] 

Tony Baldry: Clergy and ordinands remain free to enter into civil partnerships. 
The House of Bishops in its pastoral guidance distributed on 15 February said that 
it was not willing for those in same-sex marriages to be ordained to any of the 
three orders of ministry—deacon, clergy or bishops—and that “it would not be 
appropriate conduct for someone in holy orders to enter into a same-sex 
marriage, given the need for clergy to model the Church’s teaching in their lives”. 
As with any alleged instance of misconduct, each case would have to be 
considered individually by the local diocesan bishop. 

Mr Bradshaw: In light of the recent Pilling report, does the right hon. Gentleman believe 
it would be sensible if a hard-working, popular priest got married with the full support of 
his or her parish and congregation and was then disciplined, sacked or defrocked? 

Tony Baldry: The situation is clear. The Church of England’s understanding of 
marriage remains unchanged: marriage is a lifelong union between one man and 
one woman, and under the canons of the Church of England marriage is defined 
as being between a man and a woman. The canons of the Church of England 
retain their legal status as part of the law of England and I would hope that no 
priest who has taken an oath of canonical obedience would wish to challenge 
canon law and the law of England. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/debtext/14032
7-0001.htm#14032768000033  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Food: Meat 
Lord Rana: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to publish guidance 
in the short term to advise consumers about the provenance of meat sold for human 
consumption and the method of slaughter used.[HL6112] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Lord  De  Mauley):  The  Government  is  committed  to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/debtext/140327-0001.htm#14032768000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/debtext/140327-0001.htm#14032768000033
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honesty in food labelling and has supported more and better country of origin 
labelling of fresh and frozen meat. Defra facilitated the creation of a set of industry 
principles on origin labelling, which has resulted in most meat carrying a voluntary 
indication of its origin. 
The Government is firmly of the view that consumers should have the necessary 
information available to them to make an informed choice about their food. Any 
method of slaughter labelling system needs to cover more than just the UK. We 
are awaiting the results of an EU Commission study on method-of-slaughter 
labelling, which is due this summer. We will look at possible options in the light of 
that report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140327w0001.htm#140
32775000252  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 Guidance 
NB: England and Wales only 

 A Quick Guide to the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/gd.13.103-
6_quick_guide_24-03-14_v1.pdf  

 
 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013: The Equality and Human Rights 

Implications for Religious Organisations 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/gd.13.103-
3_religious_organisations_24-03-14_v1.pdf 

 
 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013: The Equality and Human Rights 

Implications for the Provision of School Education 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/gd.13.103-4_schools_24-
03-14_v1.pdf 

 
 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013: The Equality and Human Rights 

Implications for Workplaces and Service Delivery 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/gd.13.103-5_workplace_24-
03-14_v1.pdf  

 
 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013: The Equality and Human Rights 

Implications for Marriage and the Law In England and Wales 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/gd.13.103-
1_marriage_and_the_law_24-03-14_v1.pdf  

 
 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013: The Equality and Human Rights 

Implications for Public Authorities 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/RoB/gd.13.103-
2_public_authorities_24-03-14_v2.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what his 
policy is on the establishment of a UN Compensation Commission to compensate Jewish 
and Palestinian refugees affected by the Middle East conflict; and what assessment he 
has made of the potential effect of such a fund on the peace process. [193136] 

Hugh Robertson: The United Kingdom is willing to take steps to assist in the 
establishment and implementation of a UN Conciliation Commission as advised in 
UNGAR 194 of 1948. We stand ready to do all we can to support the Palestinians, 
Israelis and the United States to achieve the lasting peace that the people of the 
region need and deserve. However, we have made no formal assessment on the 
effect of a UN Conciliation Commission on the peace process. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when 
he last raised (a) Palestinian refugees and (b) Israeli refugees in talks concerning the 
Middle East peace process. [193139] 

Hugh Robertson: I raised the issue of Palestinian refugees during my visit to 
Israel, the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Jordan in November 2013. We are 
clear that this issue must be addressed as part of a final status agreement which 
includes a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees. I have not raised the issue 
of Israeli refugees in talks concerning the Middle East peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/text/140327w0
004.htm#14032796000113  
 

Occupied Territories 
Andrew Selous: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to Israel on the building of 839 new housing units in 
the Settlement of Ariel announced in March 2014. [193397] 

Hugh Robertson: In my statement of 21 March, I condemned the decisions taken 
by the Israeli authorities on 19 March 2014 to advance a number of settlement 
plans in the west bank, including plans to expand the settlement of Ariel. Our 
ambassador to Tel Aviv has reinforced our concerns at a senior level in the Israeli 
Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/text/140327w0
004.htm#14032796000114  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel about upholding the United Nations Basic Principles on the use 
of force and firearms.[HL6012] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not made any representations to the Government of Israel about upholding 
the United Nations Basic Principles on the use of force and firearms. I refer the 
noble Lord to my response to his previous question of 24 March 2014, Official 
Report, column WA79. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the Prime Minister discussed 
human rights and international law issues during his recent visit to Israel; and, if so, with 
what result.[HL6052] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/text/140327w0004.htm#14032796000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/text/140327w0004.htm#14032796000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/text/140327w0004.htm#14032796000114
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140327/text/140327w0004.htm#14032796000114


 4

 

Baroness Warsi: I refer the noble Lord to the response given by the Prime 
Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), to the right 
hon. member for Manchester, Gorton (Mr Kaufman) on 19 March 2014, Commons 
Hansard, Official Report, column 773. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are making to 
the government of Israel about incursions into Aida Refugee Camp, Bethlehem, by 
members of the Israel Defence Force. [HL6100] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not made representation on this particular 
incident although we have regularly raised Israel Defence Force incursions into 
Area A with the Israeli authorities. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they intend to take in 
respect of the proposed displacement of Bedouin from the Negev desert under the 
Prawer-Begin plan.[HL6114] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK will continue to follow closely the Israeli government's 
plans with respect to Bedouin villages in the Negev. We have made clear our view 
about the need to avoid forced displacement. We have continually encouraged 
the Israeli government and Bedouin communities to engage in dialogue to agree a 
lasting, satisfactory solution to this long-standing and complex issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140327w0001.htm#140
32775000260  

 

Baroness Warsi’s previous answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140324w0001.htm#140
3248000537 

 

The Prime Minister’s answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140319/debtext/14031
9-0001.htm#14031956000360  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking (1) to prevent 
the displacement and transfer to other areas of Palestinian Bedouin from the E1 section 
of East Jerusalem, and (2) to prevent further evictions and demolitions of Palestinian 
homes in Sheikh Farah.[HL6099] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government regularly makes clear to Israel, both publicly and privately, our 
serious concerns about the actual or threatened demolition of Palestinian homes 
and infrastructure and the forced transfer of population in Area C and East 
Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140327w0001.htm#140
32775000261 
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of Palestinian capitalism in Ramallah on economic conditions in the wider 
West Bank and on the peace process.[HL6093] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Economic development in Ramallah is not representative of the overall situation in 
the West Bank, where only sustained, inclusive private sector growth can ease 
pressure on public debt and dependence on aid, create jobs and reduce poverty. 
Growth must be inclusive and reach outside Ramallah, both geographically and 
demographically.  We have not made an assessment of the impact of Palestinian 
capitalism in Ramallah on the peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140327w0001.htm#140
32775000262 
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Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the European 
Union’s recent warning that Gaza’s economic and humanitarian conditions will affect 
regional security in the Middle East, what action they intend to take to insist that the 
blockade of Gaza be lifted.[HL6092] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Minister of State for International Development, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member 
for Rutland and Merton (Mr Duncan), held detailed discussions on issues 
concerning Gaza with Israeli and Palestinian officials during his visit to the region 
on 12-15 January. We continue to call on Israel to ease its restrictions, including 
on import of fuel and medical supplies, on movement of goods to the West Bank 
and Israel. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make representations 
to the government of Egypt in respect of the opening of crossing points from Egypt into 
Gaza for pedestrians and vehicles. [HL6097] 

Baroness Warsi: We remain concerned by the humanitarian situation in Gaza. 
We are pressing Israel, as the Occupying Power, to ease its restrictions on Gaza, 
stressing the damage that those restrictions are doing to the living standards of 
ordinary Palestinians and how supporting legal trade for Gazans is firmly in 
Israel’s long-term interests.  We remain concerned at the frequent closures of the 
Rafah crossing, and the additional pressure that this puts on the fragile 
humanitarian situation. Egypt is facilitating humanitarian deliveries through Rafah, 
although the difficult security situation in Sinai is a limiting factor on quantities. We 
continue to encourage the Egyptian authorities to ease the movement of bona fide 
travellers and increase the delivery of humanitarian aid through Rafah while 
expressing our hope that legal trade can also be introduced in the future. 
Both the National Security Adviser and the British Consul-General in Jerusalem 
discussed the situation in Gaza with the Egyptian authorities during visits to Cairo 
in November 2013 and we continue to raise this issue in our contacts with the 
Egyptian authorities. On 18 March the British Ambassador in Cairo raised our 
concerns about humanitarian assistance to Gaza with the Egyptian authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140327w0001.htm#140
32775000253  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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