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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Bill Wiggin: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
plans he has for a mandatory scheme for labelling meat to ensure that religious 
consumers know that slaughter was appropriately carried out. [192827] 

George Eustice: Most halal and kosher meat is already voluntarily labelled in 
accordance with the requirements of relevant certification bodies. Where any 
information of this nature is provided it must be accurate and not mislead the 
consumer. 
The Government is firmly of the view that consumers should have the necessary 
information available to them to make an informed choice about their food. We are 
awaiting the results of an EU Commission study on method-of-slaughter labelling, 
which is due this summer. We will look at possible options in the light of that 
report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0
001.htm#14032678000035  
 

Racially Aggravated Offences 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what discussions she 
has had with the Northern Ireland Executive on the effects of steps to tackle racially 
motivated hate crimes. [192842] 

Norman Baker: Policing and Criminal Justice issues in Northern Ireland are 
devolved matters. However, the Home Office has regular discussions with the 
Department of Justice about measures that are in place to tackle racially 
motivated crimes, including criminal legislation, as part of the United Kingdom's 
involvement in work to tackle hate crime across the European Union. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0
003.htm#14032694000025 
 

Prisoners: Radicalism 
Sadiq Khan: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many and what proportion of 
prisoners in each adult and youth prison in England and Wales were identified as (a) a 
radicalised Muslim or (b) at risk of being radicalised in (i) 2010, (ii) 2011, (iii) 2012 and 
(iv) 2013. [192531] 

Jeremy Wright: NOMS holds a number of  prisoners who, by their  offences  prior  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0001.htm#14032678000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0001.htm#14032678000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0003.htm#14032694000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0003.htm#14032694000025
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to custody, clearly hold extremist views and the number of prisoners held under 
Terrorist Act legislation is published in the Home Office Statistical bulletin. A 
number of other prisoners, from their behaviour in custody, appear to hold 
extremist views or may be vulnerable to a radicalising message. However NOMS 
assesses that a significant proportion of those exhibiting extremist behaviour do 
so to disguise or excuse antisocial or criminal behaviours or to attempt to 
manipulate the prison system. 
It is not therefore possible to give precise figures about those radicalised or at risk 
from radicalising messages. 
NOMS works proactively to identify and manage extremist behaviours where they 
are reported and has a range of interventions at its disposal to recognise tackle 
and disrupt extremist behaviour, whether genuine or apparent, and an established 
multi-agency case management system to deal with prisoners who may be of 
concern. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0
003.htm#14032691000033 

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

David Melding: What is being done to promote cultural awareness of minority groups 
through Wales? (WAQ66560) 

The Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty (Jeff Cuthbert): The 
Welsh Government is strongly committed to the principles of fairness, inclusion 
and equality, and to promoting these throughout Wales. 
I announced in January the funding awarded under the Equality and Inclusion 
(E&I) Grant 2014-17. This will fund third sector organisations to contribute to the 
implementation of the Welsh Government’s strategic equality priorities and 
support people across different protected characteristics under the Equality Act 
2010. 
A number of organisations funded by the E&I grant will promote cultural 
awareness of minority groups. YMCA Swansea’s ‘Identity Project’ will focus on 
disadvantaged young people with the protected characteristics of Race, Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Reassignment to help them gain confidence and skills to 
exercise their rights and make informed choices, combating isolation during their 
often difficult transition to adulthood, employment, training or further education. … 
Further funding (2014-16) for regional Community Cohesion Co-ordinators aims to 
promote good relations and to increase shared values, tolerance and 
understanding across communities in Wales. … 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-written-
questions.htm?act=dis&id=254473&ds=4/2014 
 

 
Office of National Statistics 

The census and future provision of population statistics in England and Wales: 
Recommendation from the National Statistician and Chief Executive of the UK 
Statistics Authority 
… The National Statistician has recommended a predominantly online census in 2021 
supplemented by the further use of administrative and survey data. The Board of the 
Authority has accepted and endorsed the National Statistician’s recommendation. …  
Under the Census Act 1920, it is now for the Government and Parliament to determine 
the arrangements for census-taking in England and Wales in the future. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0003.htm#14032691000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0003.htm#14032691000033
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-written-questions.htm?act=dis&id=254473&ds=4/2014
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-written-questions.htm?act=dis&id=254473&ds=4/2014
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-
2011/beyond-2011-report-on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-
recommendations/index.html  
 
 

National Records of Scotland 

National Records of Scotland … announced that it intends to focus on planning for a 
census in 2021 which will be primarily online, while offering alternative modes of 
completion where necessary. … The decision to focus plans on a census in 2021 in 
Scotland was based on a variety of evidence, including results from research, 
stakeholder engagement, a user consultation and international experience. A final 
decision will be taken in 2016 … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/press/2014/plans-for-a-census-in-scotland-2021.html  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many rockets were fired from Gaza into Israel in 2013. [193028] 

Hugh Robertson: The Israeli Defence Force assess that 43 rockets have been 
fired from Gaza into Israel in 2013. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0
001.htm#14032678000011   
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment his Department has made of the recent Peace Now report entitled A 
Disaster-in-the-Making: The (Potential) New Settlements in Hebron. [193074] 

Hugh Robertson: We have made no formal assessment of the report referred to. 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on a potential new Israeli settlement in the city of Hebron. 
[193140] 

Hugh Robertson: Our ambassador to Tel Aviv has raised our strong concerns 
over the recent verdict by the Israeli Supreme Court on the "House of Contention" 
in Hebron with the Israeli Ministry of Justice, in line with the UK's clear and long-
standing position on the illegality of all settlements. The UK considers that 
settlements undermine trust, prospects for peace and the viability of the two-state 
solution. We regularly discuss the issue of settlements with our EU partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0
001.htm#14032678000012 
 

Palestinians 
Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
plans she has to provide support to the Gaza aquifer to enable it to recover from pollution 
and damage caused by over-pumping. [193241] 

Mr Duncan: The British  Government  supports the  international  effort to  ensure  
 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-2011/beyond-2011-report-on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-recommendations/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-2011/beyond-2011-report-on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-recommendations/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-2011/beyond-2011-report-on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-recommendations/index.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/press/2014/plans-for-a-census-in-scotland-2021.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0001.htm#14032678000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0001.htm#14032678000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0001.htm#14032678000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0001.htm#14032678000012
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that there are alternatives to the continued over-pumping of the Gaza aquifer, and 
we continue to press the Israeli Government on the need to ease movement and 
access restrictions in order to ensure access to water in the Gaza strip. DFID 
supports the Office of the Quartet Representative to work with the Israeli 
authorities on easing those restrictions, and funds the UN Access Co-ordination 
Unit to help 24 UN agencies and 90 INGOs get aid and goods into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0
003.htm#14032691000048  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the Prime Minister’s 
recent announcement that the United Kingdom Government will provide business 
opportunities in the West Bank and skills training for women in Gaza, what consideration 
they have given to assisting those areas in provision of security and access to drinking 
water.[HL5983] 

Baroness Northover: Over 60,000 people in the West Bank and Gaza will have 
improved security of supply and access to clean water as a result of DFID’s 
support to the International Committee of the Red Cross, and we also support 
access to water for agriculture in ‘Area C’ of the West Bank. The UK Government 
continues to press the Israeli Government on the need to ensure adequate access 
to water, and we stand behind the Office of the Quartet Representative’s Initiative 
for the Palestinian Economy, which identifies generating new sources of water as 
a key step towards sustainable economic growth in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140326w0001.htm#140
32676000386  
 
 

European Commission 

ENP Country Report 2013 - Israel 
 … Israel is also invited to: keep up the momentum in bilateral EU-Israel cooperation 

including by focusing on activities from the 2005 Action Plan; 
 continue the commendable efforts to take bold and concrete steps towards a just and 

lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict … 
 continue and increase efforts to ensure the equality of all Israeli citizens as regard to 

the rights of people belonging to minorities, including the Negev Bedouins, and the 
rights of status-less children (children born in Israel without legal residency status); 

 strengthen cooperation with the EU in UN bodies … 
 ensure further progress takes place on amending intellectual property rights … 
 implement the government’s commitment to ensure the independence of the Equal 

Employment Opportunities Commission … 
 ensure respect for international law and human rights in the occupied territories, 

including intensifying efforts to curb settler violence and minimising the use of 
administrative detention without trial; 

 ensure respect for international law and human rights in the treatment of irregular 
migrants and asylum-seekers; … 

As regards Israeli responsibilities in the Occupied Territories, tension has increased in 
2013, in the context of worrying developments on the ground, including increased 
settlement activity and demolitions in East Jerusalem and the rest of the West Bank. 
Despite some measures against settler violence and price-tag attacks, most of the cases  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0003.htm#14032691000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140326/text/140326w0003.htm#14032691000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140326w0001.htm#14032676000386
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140326w0001.htm#14032676000386
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relating to these issues continued to be closed without indictment. While there were 
periods of flexibility, heavy restrictions on movement and access to the Gaza Strip 
remained in place throughout 2013 and increased isolation as a result of this policy 
brought a deterioration of the economic and humanitarian situation. Sporadic rocket-fire 
from Gaza into southern Israel continued in 2013. Limited progress was made on 
decreasing the use of administrative detention of Palestinians, but its use and length are 
still excessive. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-225_en.htm?locale=en  
 

Implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy in Israel Progress in 2013 
and recommendations for action  
http://eeas.europa.eu/enp/pdf/2014/country-reports/israel_en.pdf 

 
ENP Country Progress Report 2013 – Palestine 
… In 2013 the Anti-Corruption Commission continued to function effectively, with an 
increasing number of cases being investigated and referred to the judiciary. … However 
most of the key recommendations contained in last year's ENP progress report have yet 
to be addressed, and remain valid. … the Palestinian Authority is invited to: 
 continue its commendable efforts to take bold and concrete steps towards a just and 

lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in the ongoing negotiation process; 
 advance intra-Palestinian reconciliation in line with the principles set out in President 

Abbas’ speech of 4 May 2011, based on a commitment to the two-state solution; 
 hold genuine democratic presidential and legislative elections throughout Palestine; 
 increase transparency and accountability of the justice and security sectors; 
 adopt a unified penal code which adheres to international human rights standards and 

strengthens legal guarantees for all fundamental freedoms … 
 develop and implement a policy to address violence against women and women’s 

socio-economic vulnerability; … 
 continue developing the necessary legal and institutional framework for an integrated 

water and waste-water management system … 
In Gaza, the right to freedom of expression continued to deteriorate, with journalists 
being attacked by security forces, severe restrictions being imposed on journalists' 
movements and the Palestinian Journalists' Union still being prevented from holding 
activities. The de facto authorities imposed increasing restrictions on the operations 
of civil society. … 
… a major achievement in the course of 2013 was the finalisation of the comprehensive 
National Export Strategy … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-231_en.htm?locale=en  
 

Implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy in Palestine Progress in 
2013 and recommendations for action  
http://eeas.europa.eu/enp/pdf/2014/country-reports/palestine_en.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-225_en.htm?locale=en
http://eeas.europa.eu/enp/pdf/2014/country-reports/israel_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-231_en.htm?locale=en
http://eeas.europa.eu/enp/pdf/2014/country-reports/palestine_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html


 6

 

Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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