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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 
Religion: Education 

Mrs Glindon: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what steps his Department is 
taking to ensure that a higher proportion of religious education lessons are taught by fully 
qualified subject specialists. [191441] 

Elizabeth Truss: The Department for Education does not stipulate what qualifies 
as a fully qualified subject specialist for religious education (RE). It is for head 
teachers and governing bodies to decide whom they choose to employ and in 
what capacity.  The Government is committed to ensuring sufficient supply of new 
teachers for schools. This year, we have over-allocated places for initial teacher 
training (ITT) in RE. RE is also supported by the National College for Teaching 
and Leadership's Teaching Line, which provides information and advice for 
anyone who wants to apply for ITT. In addition, officials have met the National 
Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE) to identify further ways 
of supporting recruitment to RE ITT. 

Mrs Glindon: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what steps his Department is 
taking to implement the recommendations of the Ofsted report RE: Realising the 
Potential, published in October 2013; and if he will make a statement. [191527] 

Elizabeth Truss: Religious education (RE) remains very important for pupils' 
understanding of the rich diversity of faiths and communities in the UK and their 
part in shaping the values and traditions of this country. Since the publication of 
Ofsted's report the Department for Education has announced that we are 
establishing a subject expert group for RE, chaired by David Francis from 
RE:ONLINE. By working with schools to clarify the key challenges for them, the 
group will help make sure that teachers have the support and resources to deliver 
high quality RE teaching. 
As part of reforms to non-EBacc subjects, Ofqual are considering how they could 
work with others to improve the content and rigour of the Religious Studies GCSE 
and A-level. Taken together, these represent significant steps towards 
improvements in the subject. In addition, we are working closely with the Religious 
Education Council (REC) in its efforts to improve the quality of teaching in the 
subject, in particular by highlighting best practice and helping teachers to 
strengthen their own approaches. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140318/text/140318w0
002.htm#140318120000065 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140318/text/140318w0002.htm#140318120000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140318/text/140318w0002.htm#140318120000065
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Scottish Government 

Census 2011: Detailed characteristics on Ethnicity, Identity, Language and 
Religion in Scotland – Release 3B. 
includes: 
Country of birth by national identity 
Country of birth by religion by sex 
Ethnic group by age of arrival in the UK 

Press release: http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/news/census-2011-detailed-
characteristics-ethnicity-identity-language-and-religion-scotland-%E2%80%93-0  
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-web/standard-outputs.html  
 

Tables: http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-web/standard-outputs.html  
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel 
Paul Flynn: To ask the Prime Minister whether the possibility of Israel (a) disarming its 
nuclear weapons capability and (b) joining the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was 
discussed with (i) his Israeli counterpart, (ii) other Israeli ministers and (iii) members of 
the Knesset during his visit to Israel on 12 and 13 March 2014. [192110] 

The Prime Minister: I did not discuss this issue during my recent visit to Israel. 
The Government consistently call on Israel to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty as a non-nuclear weapon state and to agree a full scope Comprehensive 
Safeguards Agreement with the International Atomic Energy Agency. We continue 
to support the objective of a middle east free from weapons of mass destruction 
and continue to encourage Israel to participate in discussions to that end. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140318/text/140318w0
002.htm#140318120000056  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East: ‘status quo not sustainable’ UN political chief warns Security Council 
… “Last week, with the situation in Gaza, we came very close to the brink of another 
crisis in an already volatile region,” Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Jeffrey 
Feltman said …  “We are yet again approaching some decisive timelines. Leaders on 
both sides are confronted with difficult decisions,” he said, emphasizing that public 
support for peace among Israelis and among Palestinians, both in the West Bank and 
Gaza, will be tested. 
‘Worrying trends’ also continued in the West Bank, with Israeli Security Forces carrying 
out 292 search and arrest operations. Further, a total of 325 Palestinians were arrested, 
including an alleged al-Qassam Brigades leader in Hebron on 4 March, and 128 
Palestinians were injured. An Israeli soldier was also injured. … 
“We fully recognize the complex security dimension of the situation in Gaza, however the 
price should not be paid by the people,” … “We would like to call the attention of the 
Council to this unsustainable situation in the Strip and appeal to all parties concerned to 
contribute to alleviating the deteriorating conditions of the civilian population.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47374&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UynR5q2Swbc 
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Human Rights (FRA) 
More to be done to ensure respect for fundamental rights in EU, says FRA Director 
While the European Union has achieved a great deal in the area of fundamental rights, 
the violations that take place demonstrate the fact that there is still much to be done, 
FRA Director Morten Kjaerum said at an international conference entitled What Europe 
stands for. Growth, jobs and rights: will the European Union rise to the occasion? … 
Recent findings by the Fundamental Rights Agency illustrate this point: 

 66 percent of respondents in FRA’s survey of Jewish communities said that 
antisemitism was a problem in their country. Every third respondent in the survey 
had considered emigrating for safety reasons. 

 In the Agency’s LGBT survey, more than 20 percent of LGBT people said they 
have been physically assaulted because of their sexual orientation in the 12 
months preceding the survey. 

 FRA’s recent survey on violence against women showed that one in three women 
has experienced physical or sexual violence since the age of 15. 

… In closing, he suggested the EU should consider developing an internal fundamental 
rights strategy to mirror the human rights framework and guidelines existing for the EU’s 
external policies. “Fundamental rights are not just for the good times,” he said. “It is in 
times of crisis that their robustness is tested.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2014/more-be-done-ensure-respect-fundamental-rights-eu-
says-fra-director  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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