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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Education if he will continue to provide 
additional funding for the security requirements of Jewish faith schools after 2015. 
[191586] 

Mr Laws: We will carefully review this issue in the spring. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
001.htm#14031741000018  
 

Free Schools 
Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what steps his 
Department is taking to ensure free schools do not teach intolerance to their students. 
[191408] 

Mr Timpson: The Department for Education has put in place robust processes to 
ensure the integrity of the free schools programme. Only free school applications 
that promote fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 
in their teachings and policies will be approved. Extensive checks are also carried 
out on those setting up and running free schools. 
Free schools' funding agreements explicitly require them to promote fundamental 
British values and community cohesion, and preclude the promotion of partisan 
political views in the teaching of any subject in the school. Free schools are also 
subject to the public sector equality duty, which requires them to have regard to 
the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster 
good relations between different people. 
Free schools are subject to regular inspection by Ofsted. Ofsted's inspection 
framework includes a focus on pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development, which enables inspectors to identify inappropriate practice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
001.htm#14031741000019  
 

Religion: Education 
Mrs Glindon: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what proportion of religious 
education lessons were taught by non-subject specialists in each of the last five years. 
[191439] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031741000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031741000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031741000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031741000019
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Mr Laws: The following table shows the proportion of hours of religious education 
lessons taught by teachers with no relevant post A-level qualification in religious 
education. The data was collected in November 2010, 2011 and 2012 and 
represents a typical week's lessons in religious education as taught by publicly 
funded secondary schools in England. Data is not available on a consistent basis 
before 2010. 

  Proportion of hours of religious education lessons taught by 
non-specialist1 teachers 

2012 28.9 
2011 27.2 
2010 27.2 
1 Non-specialist defined as those teachers with no relevant post A-level 
qualification in the subject. Source: School Workforce Census 

This information is from Table 14 of the Statistical First Releases 'School 
Workforce in England', November 2010, 2011 and 2012. The tables are published 
online at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-
november-2012  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-
november-2011  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-
november-2010-provisional  

Mrs Glindon: To ask the Secretary of State for Education how many specialist religious 
education teachers there were in England in each of the last five years. [191442] 

Mr Laws: The following table shows the estimated total number of teachers who 
teach religious education (RE) and the proportion who are deemed to be a 
“specialist” as they hold a relevant post-A level qualification in the subject. The 
figures provided are for November 2010 to November 2012 and represent 
teachers working in publicly-funded secondary schools in England. 

 Estimated number of RE1 
teachers (thousand) 

Proportion of RE1 teachers 
who are a “specialist”2 (%) 

Estimated number of “specialist” 
RE1 teachers (thousand) 

2012 15.4 46.3 7.1 
2011 16.5 44.7 7.4 
2010 15.5 45.5 7.1 
1 Includes philosophy. 2 Specialist defined as those teachers with any relevant post A-level 
qualification in the subject. Source: School Workforce Census 

While the table shows that the majority of RE teachers are non-specialist, we 
know specialist teachers tend to teach more hours. Specialist RE teachers taught 
71.1% of the hours taught in November 2012, compared to non-specialists who 
taught 28.9% of the hours. 
This information is from Table 13 of the Statistical First Releases ‘School 
Workforce in England’, November 2010, 2011 and 2012. They are available at the 
following links: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-
november-2012  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-
november-2011  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-
november-2010-provisional 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
001.htm#14031741000029  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2012
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2012
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2010-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2010-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2012
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2012
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2011
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2010-provisional
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-workforce-in-england-november-2010-provisional
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031741000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031741000029
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Social Networking: Radicalism 
Henry Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps her 
Department is taking via social media to help tackle misinformation from extremist and 
radicalisation groups. [191190] 

James Brokenshire: We know terrorist and extremist groups make extensive use 
of the internet and social media to spread their propaganda. The PM-chaired 
Extremism Taskforce established in the wake of the Woolwich attack made a 
number of recommendations for combating extremist propaganda, particularly 
online. The report from the ETF can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-extremism-in-the-uk-report-
by-the-extremism-taskforce  
Under the Government's Prevent strategy, which aims to stop people becoming 
involved in and supporting terrorism, our approach to challenging extremism 
online involves working with industry, law enforcement, civil society groups and 
the public. We have worked with digital communications experts to help civil 
society groups exploit the potential of the internet, and we will be expanding this 
work in line with ETF recommendations. 
This Government takes action against illegal terrorist content online. The police's 
Counter Terrorism Internet Referral Unit (CTIRU) has removed over 26,000 
pieces of illegal terrorist content online since February 2010. Under the proposed 
EFT measures, we are looking to further restrict access to illegal content hosted 
overseas. We are also working with industry to identify harmful extremist material 
to include within family friendly filters, to try to bring consistency to industry terms 
of use in respect of extremist content and to make it easier for the public to refer 
material of concern. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
001.htm#14031738000020  
 
 

HM Passport Office 

Guidebook for secretaries (for marriages) of synagogues 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288221/Gu
idebook_for_SFM.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of recent reports that Israeli forces intercepted an Iranian 
shipment of advanced, long-range M-302 missiles bound for Gaza. [191134] 

Hugh Robertson: The reports are a matter of concern. Details are still emerging 
but, if confirmed, an Iranian shipment of weapons would be a troubling 
development for anyone who supports peace and stability in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140313/text/140313w0
001.htm#140313105000026  
 

Iran 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-extremism-in-the-uk-report-by-the-extremism-taskforce
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-extremism-in-the-uk-report-by-the-extremism-taskforce
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031738000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0001.htm#14031738000020
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288221/Guidebook_for_SFM.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/288221/Guidebook_for_SFM.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140313/text/140313w0001.htm#140313105000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140313/text/140313w0001.htm#140313105000026
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what effect the reported interception of Iranian arms shipments to Gaza has had on his 
assessment of the role of President Rouhani in promoting stability in the middle east. 
[191537] 

Hugh Robertson: We are deeply concerned by the reports of a recent Iranian 
arms shipment to Gaza, which was intercepted by Israel. Arms exports by Iran are 
prohibited under UN Security Council resolutions and such shipments undermine 
peace and security in the middle east. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department is taking to reduce Iranian military and financial support for the 
Assad regime. [191616] 

Hugh Robertson: We raise our concerns about the impact of Iran's support for 
the Assad regime both bilaterally with Iran and publicly; and we supported the EU 
decision to impose travel bans on and asset freezes against Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps members and entities involved in Syria. We continue to press Iran to 
support a political resolution to the Syrian crisis, in line with the Geneva 
communiqué; and encourage our international partners to make similar points in 
their engagement with Iran. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
002.htm#14031741000076  
 

Middle East 
Stephen Metcalfe: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of recent reports of rocket fire from southern Lebanon 
into Israel. [R] [191241] 

Hugh Robertson: The situation on the Blue Line between Israel and Lebanon 
remains relatively calm. We were concerned on 29 December 2013 by one rocket 
fired from Lebanon into Israel to which the Israeli Defence Force responded with 
artillery rounds; no injuries or material damage were caused on either side. We 
welcome the positive role that the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon plays 
in maintaining the ceasefire on the Israeli-Lebanon border and urge both Israel 
and Lebanon to take advantage of the ceasefire to conduct negotiations towards a 
permanent peace, including settling all outstanding border disputes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
002.htm#14031741000077  
 

Occupied Territories 
Ms Abbott: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on levels of settlement 
construction. [191562] 

Hugh Robertson: The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) most recently 
raised the issue of settlements with the Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs, Avigdor 
Lieberman, on 7 January 2014, during his recent visit to the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
002.htm#14031741000078  
 

Palestinians 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities about their handling of visa 
requests from Palestinian medical students for travel to the UK in connection with the 
work of the International Federation of Medical Students’ Association; and if he will make 
a statement. [191541] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has had no 
discussions to date with the Israeli authorities on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
002.htm#14031741000079  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0002.htm#14031741000079
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the 
current status of the government of Israel’s commitment to investigate fully the settler 
attack on the Deir Istiya Mosque.[HL5772] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv are currently seeking information from the 
Israeli authorities about the status of their investigation into this incident. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the case for an open inquiry into the deaths 
of Palestinian prisoners whose death in hospital follows immediately on their release 
from custody.[HL5773] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not made any representations to the 
Israeli authorities on this issue. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the recent Amnesty 
International report Trigger Happy, what discussions they have held with their European 
partners concerning accountability within the Israeli Defence Force.[HL5775] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has regular discussions with our European 
partners on human rights concerns in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
including on Israel’s implementation of its obligations under international 
humanitarian law and the issue of accountability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140317w0001.htm#140
3178000227  
 

Overseas Aid 
Lord Beecham: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have plans to amend 
their policy on provision of funding to the Palestinian Authority in order to facilitate direct 
funding of the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital; and if not, why not.[HL5693] 

Baroness Northover: DFID has no plans to amend the way in which UK financial 
support to the Palestinian Authority (PA) is directed. Our contribution is used to 
pay the salaries of PA employees such as health workers. This enabled, for 
example, 2,276 Palestinian children under the age of 5 to receive the MMR 
vaccination in 2013. In addition, the UK’s national contribution to the EU budget 
enabled the EU to contribute €23 million to the PA in 2012-13 to cover referral 
costs for patients in East Jerusalem hospitals. This support allowed hospitals to 
remain open and medical staff to continue working, despite severe financial 
constraints. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140317w0001.htm#140
3178000231  
 
 

Cabinet Office 

UK and Israel sign Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on digital government 
… The MoU states that the 2 countries will: 

 exchange information and experiences around open markets, open standards and 
open source 

 work together to make sure that each country has the capability and ability to 
develop digital public services 

 develop other ways of working together internationally 
Minister for the Cabinet Office Francis Maude said: … This government’s long-term plan 
is all about creating modern, digital public services that are so good people  prefer to use  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140317w0001.htm#1403178000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140317w0001.htm#1403178000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140317w0001.htm#1403178000231
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140317w0001.htm#1403178000231
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them. So, we will look to find new ways of working with Israel’s impressive array of digital 
businesses and draw on its culture of entrepreneurship. …  
The MoU will allow the UK and Israel to cooperate on the exchange of information and 
experiences in the areas of open markets, open standards and open source. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-israel-sign-memorandum-of-understanding-
mou-on-digital-government  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Iran 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
bring forward proposals to impose further sanctions against the Government of Iran for 
its continued support of terrorism in (a) Iraq, (b) Syria and (c) Israel; and if he will be 
make a statement. [191100] 

Hugh Robertson: We have serious concerns about Iran's support for militant 
groups in the middle east, including Hezbollah's military wing, Palestinian 
rejectionist groups such as Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and Hamas, and Iraqi 
Shia militia groups. There is a significant body of international sanctions which 
target such activity, including UN prohibitions on the export of weapons by Iran, 
and EU and UN sanctions targeting leading members of the Iranian Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140313/text/140313w0
001.htm#140313105000024  
 

Hezbollah 
Stephen Metcalfe: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of recent reports that Hezbollah is stockpiling missiles. 
[R] [191240] 

Hugh Robertson: We remain very concerned by Hezbollah's own claims that it 
possesses significant military capabilities and the continued reports of the 
transfers of conventional weapons from Syria and Iran to Hezbollah in Lebanon. 
Any weapons transfers are in violation of Security Council resolution 1701 and 
pose a threat to Lebanese and regional stability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140317/text/140317w0
002.htm#14031741000075  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

Preventing Terrorism and Countering Violent Extremism and Radicalization that 
Lead to Terrorism: A Community-Policing Approach 
http://www.osce.org/atu/111438?download=true  
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http://www.osce.org/atu/111438?download=true
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140313/debtext/140313-
0002.htm#14031364000011  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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