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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Assisted Suicide 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305-
0002.htm#140305104000256  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel 
Grahame Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what contribution he plans to make to address the humanitarian needs of Bedouin 
forcibly removed from the Negev. [902819] 

Reply from Hugh Robertson: The UK continues to follow closely Israeli 
Government plans with respect to unrecognised Bedouin villages in the Negev. 
We have made clear our view about the need to avoid forced displacement. We 
have continually encouraged the Israeli Government and Bedouin communities to 
engage in dialogue to agree a lasting; satisfactory solution to this long-standing 
and complex issue.  Officials in Tel Aviv raised this issue with Israeli authorities on 
numerous occasions during January, most recently on 29 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140305/text/140305w0
001.htm#14030598000039  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the reported shooting of two young 
Palestinian footballers on 31 January. [HL5580] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305-0002.htm#140305104000256
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305-0002.htm#140305104000256
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140305/text/140305w0001.htm#14030598000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140305/text/140305w0001.htm#14030598000039
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The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised this issue with the Israeli Defence 
Force (IDF) on 27 February. We make frequent representations to the Israeli 
authorities about IDF use of live fire in both Gaza and the West Bank, as well as 
about the process for investigating such incidents. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305w0001.htm#140
30574000174  
 
 

United Nations 

UN committee urges Security Council to act on ‘alarming’ developments in East 
Jerusalem 
A United Nations committee on Palestinian rights today called on the Security Council to 
act quickly to address “alarming” developments in East Jerusalem, including increasing 
incursions by Israeli extremists and political leaders on the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. 
The Bureau of the General Assembly’s Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People, in a statement issued in New York, said such incidents 
provoke Palestinian and other Muslim worshippers and often lead to clashes, in which 
Palestinian civilians are injured, tear-gassed and detained. 
In another “worrying” development, the Israeli Parliament recently began a debate on a 
bill to impose ‘Israeli sovereignty’ over the Temple Mount, known in Arabic as Al-Haram 
Al-Sharif. 
“Such actions with regard to this highly sensitive area are not only a cause for concern to 
the Palestinians but also may be perceived as serious acts of incitement in the wider 
region,” warned the Committee. “Moreover, these actions undermine the current 
negotiations process, threatening the prospects for peace.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47283&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uxi2q-
e1ZfU  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Turkey 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the religious 
freedoms of the Ladino-speaking Sephardic Jews in Istanbul, Turkey. [HL5576] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The UK has not made a specific assessment of the religious freedoms of the 
Ladino-speaking Sephardic Jews in Istanbul, Turkey. 
However we continue to discuss wider issues concerning Freedom of Religion and 
Minority Rights with our Turkish interlocutors and welcome the positive steps 
taken by the Turkish government in this area. 
Together with our EU partners, we will continue to encourage further progress. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305w0001.htm#140
30574000186  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305w0001.htm#14030574000174
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140305w0001.htm#14030574000174
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47283&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uxi2q-e1ZfU
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47283&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uxi2q-e1ZfU
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Religious Freedom 
Stephen Timms: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps 
her Department is taking to promote freedom of religion and belief. [902827] 

Lynne Featherstone: UK aid is used to promote the human rights of all citizens, 
regardless of faith or belief. Through partnerships with governments DFID 
promotes religious freedom. DFID programmes address underlying causes of 
religious conflict and hostility, and support marginalised groups in holding their 
governments to account. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140305/text/140305w0
003.htm#140305106000029  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140305/text/140305w0003.htm#140305106000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140305/text/140305w0003.htm#140305106000029
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW
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Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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