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Home Affairs 

Ministry of Justice 

Guide to Coroner Services 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/283939/gui
de-to-coroner-service.pdf 
 
Coroner investigations: A short guide 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/283937/cor
oner-investigations-a-short-guide.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Scots urged to speak up against hate crime    
… The Speak Up Against Hate Crime campaign will empower those who experience or 
witness crime based on prejudice against their actual or presumed race, religion, 
disability, sexual orientation or gender identity to report all incidents to Police Scotland. 
… Current statistics show that there were more than 4,000 racially aggravated charges of 
hate crime reported (4,012) in 2012-13 and that across incidents relating to religion, 
disability and sexual orientation, there was a significant rise in reported charges. Working 
with Police Scotland, this campaign aims to ensure members of the public are confident 
in the reporting process and have an understanding that reporting will help them now and 
others in the future. … 
Community Safety Minister Roseanna Cunningham said: “Hate crime can have a 
devastating impact on individuals and communities and there’s no place for these 
incidents in our country. … It’s extremely important for victims or witnesses of hate crime 
to speak up and have their voices heard. … 
The Scottish Government and key partners will engage with their networks over the next 
two months to encourage the reporting of hate crime within their communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scots-urged-to-speak-up-against-hate-crime-9ab.aspx 
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Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Ukraine, Syria and Iran 
col 44  Bob Russell: When the Foreign Secretary refers to democracy, human rights and 
the rule of law, I trust that that applies to all peoples and nations. In the concluding 
paragraph of his statement, he referred to “intensive diplomatic activity… to ensure a 
more peaceful and stable world” 
and he specifically mentioned the middle east. Why, then, does Britain have double 
standards when it comes to the Palestinians? 

Mr Hague: That is not the focus of today’s statement. However, respecting the 
hon. Gentleman’s question, he will know that we give strong support to the middle 
east peace process and to the negotiations now taking place between Israelis and 
Palestinians. We want to see a viable and sovereign Palestinian state as part of a 
two- state solution. That is not double standards; it is trying to bring about peace 
and stability for everyone in the middle east. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140224/debtext/14022
4-0001.htm#1402248000002 to 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140224/debtext/14022
4-0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Middle East 
Menzies Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps his Department is taking (a) to support the middle east peace talks and 
(b) to encourage all concerned parties to engage constructively in the negotiations; and if 
he will make a statement. [188477] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) is focused on 
creating a constructive environment that enables the middle east peace talks to 
succeed. That is why, in December, the UK strongly advocated the EU's offer of 
an unprecedented package of political, economic and security support for both 
parties in the event of a final status agreement. 
We also hold regular discussions at ministerial and official level with Israel, the 
Palestinians and our international partners. 

Menzies Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps his Department is taking to support (a) civil society in Israel and 
Palestine and (b) groups which are campaigning for peace. [188479] 

Hugh Robertson: Through our embassy in Tel Aviv and consulate in Jerusalem, 
we support civil society partners in both communities to implement projects that 
sustain Palestinian state-building efforts; reduce the risk of deterioration of the 
situation on the ground, and advance understanding of the fears and desires of 
both publics in the context of a lasting peace. We also support the work of trusted 
implementers to monitor and challenge settler violence, settlement expansion, 
land expropriations and evictions and demolitions in the west bank and East 
Jerusalem through the Israeli legal system. We also provide legal assistance to 
protect Palestinian rights to land and property. A key aim of this work is to support 
and strengthen constituencies in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
who are committed to resolving the conflict peacefully. 

Alec Shelbrooke: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of recent reports of rocket fire from Gaza into Israel. 
[188541] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140224/debtext/140224-0001.htm#1402248000002
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140224/debtext/140224-0002.htm
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Hugh Robertson: We condemn the recent increase in rocket fire, from Gaza 
towards Israel, in violation of international humanitarian law. We have received no 
reports of Israeli casualties in 2014. Israel has responded with several airstrikes 
this year, killing two Palestinians and wounding several others. We continue to 
urge all sides to respect in full the November 2012 ceasefire agreement and to 
avoid any further escalation in violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140224/text/140224w0
002.htm#1402258000013 
 
 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many Jewish students 
domiciled in the United Kingdom travel to Israel each year for military training. [HL5251] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Defence (Lord Astor 
of Hever): The Ministry of Defence does not hold this information. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140224w0002.htm#140
22415001240  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are making to 
the government of Israel about reported clashes between its forces and volunteers at the 
village of Ein Hijleh in the West Bank on 6 or 7 February and the subsequent declaration 
of the area as a “closed military zone”.[HL5322] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv recently raised our concerns about these 
reported events with the Israeli Defence Force. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140224w0002.htm#140
22415001241  
 

Tunisia, Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether, following the European Union 
Foreign Affairs Council on 20 January, and subsequent meetings, they and their 
European Union colleagues will (1) give priority to measures intended to increase 
employment in Tunisia, and (2) make representations to the government of Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority regarding the benefits of reaching agreements. [HL5293] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Rt. Hon. Friend the 
Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), agreed Conclusions on Tunisia at the 
Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) on 10 February. The Conclusions call on the new 
Tunisian government to stimulate economic growth and address unemployment. 
They reaffirm the EU’s support for tackling the country’s socio-economic 
challenges. Specific measures will include a €4.7 million micro-finance package. 
Bilaterally, the UK’s Arab Partnership (AP) also supports employment creation in 
Tunisia: for example through funding vocational training, and Small and Medium-
sized (SME) enterprise development. The AP also helps fund job creation projects 
implemented by International Financial Institutions, primarily through the African 
Development Bank and the International Finance Corporation of the World Bank 
Group. 
The UK has made regular representations to the Government of Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority regarding the benefits of reaching an agreement, including to  
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both sides, most recently, on 10 February. In this regard, work is underway in the 
EU on an unprecedented package of support for both parties to be given in the 
event of a final status deal. This ambitious offer of incentives highlights the 
benefits of such an agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140224w0002.htm#140
22415001269 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 

Report on Germany 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Germany/DEU-CbC-V-2014-
002-ENG.pdf 
 
Report on Belgium 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Belgium/BEL-CbC-V-2014-
001-ENG.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
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Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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