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Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Question 

Holocaust 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of 
the statement by the Hungarian ambassador to the United Nations marking the 70th 
anniversary of the Holocaust and recognising the failure of the Hungarian authorities at 
the time to protect Jewish and Roma people.[HL4975] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The British Government welcomes Hungary’s commitment to address and 
eliminate anti-Semitism and all forms of racism, which has been demonstrated by 
organising the event to mark the 70th anniversary of the Holocaust at the UN on 
23 January, and dedicating 2014 as Holocaust Memorial year in Hungary. These 
are significant opportunities to tackle anti-Semitism and to reflect upon and learn 
from the past. 
The UK and Hungary will work together against anti-Semitism through our 
forthcoming chairmanships of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#140
20484000791  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the administration of the refugee camps in east Jerusalem; and what action they are 
taking to help end the strike by staff of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East.[HL4848] 

Baroness Northover: The United Nations Relief and Works Agency’s (UNRWA) 
West Bank Field Office has been able to maintain a number of critical operations 
during  the  strike.  The  UK  Government  supports  UNRWA’s  attempts  to find a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000791
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000791
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solution to the dispute and we have raised this issue with the Palestinian Authority 
at the highest level. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#140
20484000796 
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they consider Palestinians 
living in refugee camps in Gaza, the West Bank and Lebanon to have refugee 
status.[HL4851] 

Baroness Northover: The UK Government is a signatory to the UN General 
Assembly Resolution 302(IV) of 8 December 1949 which established the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and set out its mandate. The UK 
government considers Palestinians registered with UNWRA to be refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#140
20484000802  
 

Overseas Aid 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have plans to 
address the current deficit in the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East budget; and if so, what they are.[HL4849] 

Baroness Northover: The UK provides £106.5m to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) General Fund from 2011-15.  The UK is also providing 
£28.9m to UNRWA for food security and schools in Gaza, and £23.5m to 
Palestinian refugees affected by the Syria crisis across the region. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the future of United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East.[HL4850] 

Baroness Northover: The UK Government believes that the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) plays a critical role in providing services for 
and maintaining the rights of Palestinian refugees, pending a political solution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. UNRWA’s Medium Term Strategy for 2016-21 will set out 
how the agency will operate in the context of growing needs and financial 
constraints, under the leadership of the new Commissioner-General Pierre 
Krähenbühl. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#140
20484000800  
 
 

Supreme Court 

Richardson and another (Appellants) v Director of Public Prosecutions Respondent)  
Ahava was a shop in Covent Garden, London, which mainly sold beauty products 
processed from Dead Sea mineral materials. The products were factory-produced by an 
Israeli company, in an Israeli settlement located in the West Bank and therefore within 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory (“OPT”). It was said that the factory was staffed by 
Israeli citizens encouraged by the Government of Israel to settle there.  
Mr Richardson and Ms Wilkinson (“the Defendants”) sought to disrupt the activities of 
Ahava. On 2 October 2010 they entered the shop (together with other helpers) carrying a 
concrete tube. They connected their arms through the tube anchored by a chain, secured 
by a padlock to which they claimed to have no key. They were asked to leave the shop 
by an Ahava employee, but failed to do so. The employee called the police and, after 
some time, closed the shop.  
… On their release, they were arrested for aggravated trespass contrary to s. 68 Criminal 
Justice and Public Order Act 1994 … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000796
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000796
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000802
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000802
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000800
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140204w0001.htm#14020484000800
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In the magistrates’ court, the Defendants … argued that Ahava’s activities were not 
‘lawful’ since they involved the commission of one or more of four criminal offences.  

 Firstly, they said that Ahava was guilty of aiding and abetting the transfer by Israeli 
authorities of Israeli citizens to the OPT … which constituted a war crime. … 

 Secondly, they said … Ahava was … guilty of the offence of using or possessing 
criminal property … 

 Thirdly, … they asserted that Ahava was guilty of the offence of cheating the 
revenue (“the revenue offence”).  

 Fourthly, they emphasised that the products sold were labelled “Made by Dead 
Sea Laboratories Ltd, Dead Sea, Israel”. The OPT is not recognised as part of 
Israel. Therefore, they argued, Ahava was guilty of labelling offences … 

The district judge in the magistrates’ court convicted the Defendants. They appealed, on 
the grounds above, to the Divisional Court. The Divisional Court upheld the conviction … 
The Supreme Court unanimously dismisses the appeal. An activity is ‘unlawful’ for the 
purposes of s. 68 only if it involves a criminal offence integral to the core activity carried 
on, not when any criminality is only incidental, collateral to, or remote from the activity. 
Applying that to the facts of this case, none of the offences alleged by the Defendants are 
integral to Ahava’s activities. … 
The war crimes offence: The only evidence raised by the Defendants was that a different 
company (the manufacturing company) had employed Israeli citizens at a West Bank 
factory and that the local community, which held a minority shareholding in that 
manufacturing company, had advertised the settlement to prospective settlers. It is very 
doubtful that the manufacturing company’s actions could amount to aiding and abetting 
the transfer of Israeli citizens to the OPT, but even if it did, this could not amount to an 
offence by Ahava’s retailing arm. … 
If, for the reasons above, there is no aiding and abetting of any unlawful movement of 
population, the products cannot be the products of a criminal offence. … 
The revenue offence … is a purely collateral offence. … 
The labelling offences … are the principal offences relied on. … However, it is necessary 
to show that, as a result of the misleading labelling, the average consumer would buy 
something that he/she otherwise would not have done. In this case the district judge had 
found that a consumer willing to buy Israeli products would be very unlikely not to buy 
Israeli products because they were produced in the OPT. Therefore, the offence could 
not have been committed … 
To read the full press release see 
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0198_PressSummary.pdf  
 

To read the full judgment see 
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0198_Judgment.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
 

http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0198_PressSummary.pdf
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0198_Judgment.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140204/am/140204s0
1.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/pbc1230402a.1701-1704.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(
Scotland)%20Bill/b36as4-stage3-ml.pdf  
 

Stage 3 consideration of amendments    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8922&mode=html
#iob_80455 
 

Stage 3 debate 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8922&mode=html
#iob_80456 
 

Bill as Passed 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20
(Scotland)%20Bill/b36bs4-aspassed.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140204/am/140204s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140204/am/140204s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1230402a.1701-1704.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1230402a.1701-1704.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36as4-stage3-ml.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36as4-stage3-ml.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8922&mode=html#iob_80455
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8922&mode=html#iob_80455
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8922&mode=html#iob_80456
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8922&mode=html#iob_80456
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36bs4-aspassed.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(Scotland)%20Bill/b36bs4-aspassed.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf
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Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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