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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Question 

Race Relations 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland what resources her 
Department has allocated to promote anti-racism and combat anti-Semitism in each of 
the last three years. [184853] 

Mrs Villiers: The Northern Ireland Office does not fund promotion of these 
important activities as under section 4 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 they are 
devolved matters and therefore the responsibility of Northern Ireland Executive 
Minsters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0
001.htm#14012893000009  
 
 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Bullying: Racist Bullying 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
the causes of the reported increase in racist bullying; and what plans they have to 
maintain and improve community cohesion as a result.[HL4422] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: The Government is committed to tackling hate crime 
and we have a number of laws in place to protect people from hatred and 
violence.  In schools, the Government has made tackling all forms of bullying, 
including racist bullying, a top priority. All schools must have a behaviour policy 
with measures to prevent all forms of bullying amongst pupils. They are also 
required to comply with the Equality Act 2010, which requires all public bodies to 
eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation. Under the current Ofsted 
framework school inspectors consider how well schools prevent bullying and 
tackle harassment and discrimination as outlined in the Act. We have also 
strengthened teachers’ powers to discipline pupils for poor behaviour, including 
bullying.  We are also providing £4 million of funding over 2 years from spring 
2013 to four organisations: Beatbullying, The Diana Award, Kidscape and the 
National Children’s Bureau, to develop effective initiatives to prevent and tackle 
bullying. While these initiatives are not specifically targeted at racism, they can 
and do address racist bullying. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#14012893000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#14012893000009
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The new curriculum which comes into force in September 2014 offers 
opportunities to address some of the underlying causes of bullying including racist 
bullying; for example the new citizenship programme of study sets out a 
requirement for pupils to be taught about the diverse national, regional, religious 
and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and 
understanding.  In local communities, our integration policy breaks down barriers: 
emphasising local action and bringing people together; celebrating what we have 
in common rather than what divides us. 
The Department for Communities and Local Government funds over 30 exemplar 
projects, working with charities, businesses and faith groups, to demonstrate what 
can be done with Government support to kick start activity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#140
12875000317 
 

Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the remarks by 
Baroness Warsi on 19 November 2013 (HL Deb, GC 400) and her Written Answer on 18 
December 2013 (WA 228), what evidence they have for the statement that “the essential 
lesson taught by Islamic history is that extremist groups are ejected from the mainstream 
of Islam”.[HL4865] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): It 
is the business of historians to determine the evidence with regards to issues 
concerning the history of religions. However if the noble Lord approaches the 
academic research with an open mind he will find ample evidence to confirm my 
statement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#140
12875000334  
 

The remarks referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-
gc0001.htm#13111956000156  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#131
21851000511 
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister 

2012 Labour Force Survey Northern Ireland Religion Report 
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/labour-force-religion-report-2012.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Question 

Holocaust Educational Trust 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland what discussions she has 
had with the Northern Ireland Executive about the work and objectives of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. [184767] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000317
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000317
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000334
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000334
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111956000156
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119-gc0001.htm#13111956000156
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000511
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131218w0001.htm#13121851000511
http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/labour-force-religion-report-2012.pdf
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Mrs Villiers: I very much support the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust. 
I have not had direct discussions on this matter with Northern Ireland Executive 
Ministers, but I understand that in 2012 the Trust was seeking funding from the 
First Minister and Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland for Northern Ireland 
schools to participate in the Lessons from Auschwitz Project. This enables sixth-
form students and their teachers to take part in two afternoon seminars and a 
one-day visit to the former Nazi camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau in order then to pass 
on the lessons of the Holocaust in their schools and communities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0
001.htm#14012893000007  
 
 

Department for Education 

Michael Gove joins the Prime Minister’s Holocaust Commission 
… Michael Gove was honoured to be asked to sit on the Commission alongside leaders 
in commemoration, business, academia, philanthropy, religion and survivors themselves. 
The Commission will investigate what further measures should be taken to ensure Britain 
has a permanent and fitting memorial to the Holocaust, along with the right educational 
and research resources for future generations. 
The Secretary of State believes that it is incredibly important that the next generation 
keeps learning the lessons from the Holocaust and urges everyone to share their views 
with the Commission. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/michael-gove-joins-the-prime-ministers-holocaust-
commission  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2014 
That the Parliament notes that 27 January 2014 marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the 69th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, and an opportunity for schools, 
colleges, faith groups and communities across Scotland to remember the six million men, 
women and children murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe; … celebrates the 
Holocaust survivors who have enriched Scotland as a nation, and recommits to ensuring 
that racism, sectarianism and bigotry are never allowed to go unchallenged in Scotland. 

 

17.02  Stewart Maxwell: … It is crucial that young people are given the chance to learn 
about the atrocities of the Holocaust to help them to understand the importance of 
standing up to senseless hatred and discrimination. … 
The greatest weapon to protect against discrimination is education, which is why the 
work that the Holocaust Educational Trust does to preserve the lessons of the past is so 
valuable. … 
The atrocities of the Holocaust resulted in a loss of life that is almost too difficult to 
comprehend. It is right that we refuse to allow those deaths to be in vain. Holocaust 
memorial day allows us to remember those who lost their lives, but it also gives us the 
opportunity to celebrate those who bravely resisted the Nazis and survived. 
It is a reminder that we all have a responsibility to stand up to prejudice, hatred and 
intolerance in our society. It is a reminder of the importance of doing all that we can to 
ensure that the lessons of the Holocaust are never forgotten. … 

 

17.09  Ken Macintosh: … The human failings that led to the Holocaust are not limited to 
the past. … I find it deeply worrying that in modern-day Europe people are prepared to 
be photographed pulling la quenelle in front of synagogues or former concentration 
camps. It is too easy for us to blame our woes on others and otherness—on immigrants 
from eastern Europe, on Muslims or on Jews. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#14012893000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#14012893000007
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/michael-gove-joins-the-prime-ministers-holocaust-commission
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/michael-gove-joins-the-prime-ministers-holocaust-commission
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I was shocked—as I know other members were—by the recent poll that found that 80 per 
cent of young people and half of all adults cannot name a single genocide that has taken 
place since the Holocaust. A third of all adults could not even provide a definition of 
genocide. That survey and the gestures that I have mentioned show why it is so 
important that we continue to mark Holocaust memorial day …  

 

17.23  Joan McAlpine: … The stigmatisation of the Jews did not, of course, begin with 
the rise of Hitler. For many centuries, the Jews of Europe were marginalised, persecuted 
and called names. Ultimately, that is what led to their being slaughtered at a rate of 9,000 
a day in the Nazi death factories. It is therefore our duty as European citizens to ensure 
that we fight anti-Semitism as a particular type of racism that is deeply embedded in our 
shared history. … 

 

17.29  Hanzala Malik: … Despite all the recorded history, there are still a few people 
who question whether the Holocaust took place. … what happened in the Holocaust was 
beyond what is happening in the world today. It is very important that we never allow 
ourselves and other people to forget that, if we allow hatred to perpetuate, it can go to 
that extreme. … 

 

17.39  The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning (Michael 
Russell): … If we understand where prejudice leads, we can understand that even the 
smallest prejudice can grow beyond all expectations and lead to death and disaster. It 
leads, ultimately, to Auschwitz. … 
As we walked away, leaving our candles on the railway tracks, and walked towards the 
light and back into the world, we thought about the Holocaust not with despair—certainly 
with anguish, but not with despair—but with pride in the survival of the human race and 
with hope for our future. Even the great evils of the Holocaust and the continuing 
genocide to which Mr Macintosh referred do not extinguish humanity. 
If we take that message every single Holocaust memorial day, and if we continue on our 
journey to eliminate prejudice, we will be doing the right thing, whereby we can build a 
better world. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8901&mode=htm
l#iob_80312 
 
 

Welsh Assembly Oral Question 

Religious Heritage 
Darran Millar: Minister, this week we marked Holocaust Memorial Day, and of course 
there are members of the Jewish community the length and breadth of Wales. What 
consideration are you giving to the Jewish heritage that Wales has in terms of helping to 
promote that more widely, and engagement with that more widely, in communities the 
length and breadth of the country? 

John Griffiths: Well, of course, all faiths in Wales are part of our efforts to 
promote, mark and value religious heritage in Wales, and ensure that it is part of 
important Government strategies, such as the touri3 
sm strategy, as well as those within my responsibility. Of course, the education 
department plays an important role in terms of marking these terrible historical 
events affecting the Jewish community, such as the Holocaust. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/140128_plenary_bilingual.xml#124742  
[10th question down] 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8901&mode=html#iob_80312
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8901&mode=html#iob_80312
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/140128_plenary_bilingual.xml#124742
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the 
current situation in the Gaza Strip following recent severe floods; whether the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East is now 
receiving promised construction materials; whether aid is being received from Qatar; and 
what is their assessment of the prospects for the full reopening of crossings into 
Egypt.[HL4766] 

Baroness Northover (LD): The severe winter storm in December exacerbated 
the already poor humanitarian situation for large sections of the Palestinian 
population, particularly in Gaza. Nevertheless, the UN Office for Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has assessed that existing emergency response 
mechanisms worked well and no emergency appeal was launched.The UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) has been able to resume implementation of twelve 
projects since December, but a further twenty projects worth over $42million 
cannot proceed due to on-going Israeli restrictions on the import of construction 
materials into Gaza. Qatar has provided much-needed fuel which has helped the 
Gaza Power Plant to resume operations. We remain concerned at the frequent 
closures of the Rafah crossing, and the additional pressure that this puts on the 
fragile humanitarian situation.   

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what were the most recent 
representations they have made to the government of Israel about the blockade of Gaza; 
and what replies they received.[HL4767] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
On 16 January our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the need for a major easing of 
Israel’s restrictions on Gaza with the Israeli National Security Council. 
The Minister of State for International Development, my Rt. Hon. Friend, the 
Member for Rutland and Melton (Mr Duncan) raised the issue of Gaza with the 
government of Israel during his recent visit to the region between 12-15 January. 
On both occasions, UK concerns were noted. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#140
12875000326  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Iran 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of attempts by Iran to circumvent the arms embargo. 
[184678] 

Hugh Robertson: We remain deeply concerned by reports, including from the UN 
Panel of experts supporting UNSCR 1737 Committee, that Iran continues to 
transfer arms within the Middle East and Africa—including to Yemen, Syria, Gaza, 
and Kenya - in violation of UN Security Council Resolutions. Iran must end such 
activity immediately. 

Robert Halfon:  To  ask the  Secretary of  State for  Foreign and  Commonwealth  Affairs  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000326
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000326
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what recent representations he has made to his Iranian counterpart about financing and 
arming by Iran of terrorist organisations. [184680] 

Hugh Robertson: We have serious concerns about the way Iran's support for a 
number of groups in the Middle East, including Hizballah, Palestinian rejectionist 
groups such as the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and Hamas, and Iraqi Shia 
militia groups directly undermines prospects for peace and stability in the Middle 
East. We will continue to use our expanding bilateral engagement with Iran to 
raise issues of concern to the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0
001.htm#140128107000022  
 
 

House of Lords Written Question 

Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what measures they and other agencies 
are taking to relieve Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp, near Damascus, following the 
recent reports of deaths there from starvation. [HL4768] 

Baroness Northover: The reports concerning the situation in Yarmouk are 
extremely disturbing. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
were able to deliver 200 food baskets on Saturday 18 January, 400 food baskets 
on Sunday 19 January and only 50 on Monday 20 January, for distribution by 
local partners. UNRWA is preparing to scale this assistance up. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#140
12875000339  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140128/am/140128s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140128/pm/140128s01.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#140128107000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140128/text/140128w0001.htm#140128107000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000339
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128w0001.htm#14012875000339
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140128/am/140128s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140128/pm/140128s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128-
0002.htm#14012881000655  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/ml059-V.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Ping Pong: Lords consideration of Commons reasons and amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128-
0001.htm#14012860000858  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128-0002.htm#14012881000655
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128-0002.htm#14012881000655
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/ml059-V.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128-0001.htm#14012860000858
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140128-0001.htm#14012860000858
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
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