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Israel 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Israel 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the government of Israel on the Prawer Plan for the 
demolition of Bedouin homes without formal land title. [180938] 

Hugh Robertson: I refer the right hon. Member to my answer of 3 December 
2013, Official Report, column 594W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0
007.htm#1401074000063  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000011  
 

Occupied Territories 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make representations to the Israeli government on the finding of the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs that the weekly average of structures 
demolished and persons displaced in the occupied Palestinian territory has remained 
unaffected by the recent resumption of peace talks. [181099] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have made 
representations to the Israeli Government about the continued demolitions of 
Palestinian property despite the resumption of talks and have urged a halt of 
demolitions. 
In the 16 December 2013 Foreign Affairs Council conclusions, EU Foreign 
Ministers expressed “grave concern” regarding demolitions and warned against 
“actions that undermine the negotiations”. The EU missions in Jerusalem and 
Ramallah issued a local statement on 19 December expressing serious concern 
that since the beginning of the year, more than 600 Palestinian-owned structures 
had been demolished in Area C of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, displacing 
around 1,000 Palestinians. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to urge the Israeli government to halt demolitions in 
occupied Palestinian territories for the duration of peace talks. [181100] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have made 
representations  to  the  Israeli  Government  about  the  continued  demolitions of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0007.htm#1401074000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0007.htm#1401074000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000011
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Palestinian property despite the resumption of talks and have urged a halt of 
demolitions. 
In the 16 December 2013 Foreign Affairs Council conclusions, EU Foreign 
Ministers expressed “grave concern” regarding demolitions and warned against 
“actions that undermine the negotiations”. The EU missions in Jerusalem and 
Ramallah issued a local statement on 19 December expressing serious concern 
that since the beginning of the year, more than 600 Palestinian-owned structures 
had been demolished in Area C of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, displacing 
around 1,000 Palestinians. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will discuss with his counterparts in the EU what steps the EU might take to urge the 
Israeli government to halt demolitions in occupied Palestinian territories for the duration 
of peace talks. [181101] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have made 
representations to the Israeli Government about the continued demolitions of 
Palestinian property despite the resumption of talks and have urged a halt of 
demolitions. 
In the 16 December 2013 Foreign Affairs Council conclusions, EU Foreign 
Ministers expressed “grave concern” regarding demolitions and warned against 
“actions that undermine the negotiations”. The EU missions in Jerusalem and 
Ramallah issued a local statement on 19 December expressing serious concern 
that since the beginning of the year, more than 600 Palestinian-owned structures 
had been demolished in Area C of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, displacing 
around 1,000 Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0
007.htm#1401074000065  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Brazier: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment the Government has made of the effect of Israeli blockades of raw materials 
on the Gaza economy; and what representations the Government has made to the 
government of Israel regarding that country's blockade of Gaza. [181892] 

Hugh Robertson: We consistently call for relaxation of the Israeli movement and 
access restrictions that have been estimated as costing the Palestinian economy 
up to 85% of its Gross Domestic Product every year. As part of this, we are urging 
Israel to ease its restrictions on Gaza on the import of commercial construction 
materials. 
Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv made representations on this issue with the 
Israeli Defence Minister on 19 December and with the Israeli Office for the 
Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) on 15 
December. 

Mr Brazier: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment the Government has made of the availability of electricity to Palestinians 
following the recent flooding in Gaza. [181893] 

Hugh Robertson: Heavy rain and snow in Gaza has led to widespread flooding 
and power cuts. Electricity feeder lines from Egypt and Israel were damaged on 
12 December and, although they have been mostly repaired, subsequent bad 
weather has continued to damage the domestic network and electricity supply. 
On 16 December, following a Qatari donation to the Palestinian Authority to fund 
the purchase of fuel for Gaza, the Gaza power plant restarted partial operations 
for the first time since 1 November. We continue to encourage the Palestinian 
Authority, Israel and other interested parties to find both an immediate and long-
term solution to Gaza's energy crisis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0
007.htm#1401074000066  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0007.htm#1401074000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0007.htm#1401074000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0007.htm#1401074000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0007.htm#1401074000066
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Palestinians 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what the 
effect of restrictions on access into and out of Gaza is on the international response to 
the floods in Gaza. [180827] 

Mr Duncan: The UK Government continues to press Israel to ease restrictions on 
access to Gaza. We are particularly concerned by the limitations on the import of 
construction materials given the damage to key infrastructure, roads and houses 
caused by recent severe weather. The reduction in trade through the illegal 
tunnels has also caused severe shortages of fuel, contributing to power shortages 
and worsening the humanitarian situation. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development at the 
meeting between co-ordination of Government Activities in the territories and 
international donors and diplomats on 14 December 2013 to discuss measures to 
address the current crisis in the Gaza Strip, what contribution the government of Israel 
(a) offered and (b) requested from the international community. [180828] 

Mr Duncan: UN and humanitarian agencies have reported good co-ordination 
with the Israeli authorities in response to the situation in Gaza. At the meeting of 
14 December the Co-ordination of Government Activities in the Territories 
(COGAT) outlined the actions they had taken in response: a loan of four water 
pumps for use in the Gaza strip, and an extension of opening times at the Kerem 
Shalom crossing by three hours to allow further fuel to enter and the repair of a 
number of power lines into Gaza which had been damaged by the storms. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps 
her Department is taking to address the deficiencies identified by the UN Office for the 
Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs in the international response to the serious flooding 
in Gaza last week. [180829] 

Mr Duncan: We have been on close contact with the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs over the past week. These contacts suggest 
that existing emergency response mechanisms are working adequately to 
address the needs in Gaza. We will continue to support our UN partners and 
monitor any changes in the situation closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140106/text/140106w0
001.htm#14010620000010  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets Israeli Foreign Minister 
Foreign Secretary William Hague and Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Avigdor 
Lieberman met today to discuss a wide range of bilateral and international issues. 
After the meeting they said: … We were pleased to note that bilateral ties between Israel 
and the UK are stronger than ever, including in education, science and technology. We 
discussed the importance of enhancing academic and scientific cooperation between 
leading institutions in both countries, and building on our close economic ties. Two-way 
trade and services now stands at over 5.1 billion pounds. 
We paid tribute to US efforts on the Middle East Peace Process led by US Secretary of 
State John Kerry, and agreed that the current negotiations provide a unique opportunity 
to end the conflict once and for all. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-meets-israeli-foreign-minister  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 
 
** closes in 6 days 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/
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Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultati
on-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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