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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Question 

Schools: Religion 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written 
Answer by Baroness Warsi on 22 July (WA 164), what assessment they have made of 
the promotion of the Muslim tenets of abrogation and Al Hijra in British schools.[HL3935] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash) 
(Con): The Government does not generally conduct assessments of matters of 
theological concern. Ofsted’s inspection frameworks for maintained schools, 
academies, free schools and independent schools include a focus on pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. This enables inspectors to 
identify any inappropriate practice, which might undermine religious tolerance, 
and allows the Department to take appropriate regulatory action when necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131210w0001.htm#131
21064000206  
 
The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#130
7223000344  
 
 

Supreme Court 

R (on the application of Hodkin and another) v Registrar General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages [2013] UKSC 77 On appeal from [2012] EWHC 3635 
This appeal concerns the question whether a church of the Church of Scientology is 
recordable as a “place of meeting for religious worship”, with the effect that a valid 
ceremony of marriage can be performed there. … 
The Supreme Court unanimously allows the appeal. … 
There has never been a universal legal definition of religion in English law, given the 
variety of world religions, changes in society, and the different legal contexts in which the 
issues arise. It is necessary for PWRA [the Places of Worship Registration Act 1855] to 
be interpreted in accordance with contemporary understanding of religion … 
Religion should not be confined to faiths involving a supreme deity, since to do so would 
exclude Buddhism, Jainism, and others. Moreover, it would involve the court in difficult 
theological territory: Scientologists do believe in a supreme deity, but one of abstract and  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131210w0001.htm#13121064000206
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131210w0001.htm#13121064000206
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#1307223000344
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#1307223000344
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impersonal nature. It is not appropriate for the Registrar General or the courts to 
determine questions such as whether this belief constitutes a religion. In a different 
context, the Charities Act 2006 states that “religion” includes religions not involving belief 
in a god. … 
Religion could summarily be described as a belief system going beyond sensory 
perception or scientific data, held by a group of adherents, which claims to explain 
mankind’s place in the universe and relationship with the infinite, and to teach its 
adherents how they are to live their lives in conformity with the spiritual understanding 
associated with the belief system. … 
… the authorisation to marry in conformity with one’s faith should not depend on fine 
theological or liturgical niceties as to how believers see and express their relationship 
with the infinite. … Since the Church of Scientology held religious services, it follows that 
its church is a “place of meeting for religious worship”, and the Registrar General is 
ordered to record it as such. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0030_PressSummary.pdf  
 
Full judgement 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0030_Judgment.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Occupied Territories 
Menzies Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent steps his Department has taken to dissuade the Israeli Government 
from building more settlements that lie within the established pre-1967 boundaries. 
[178329] 

Hugh Robertson: I expressed the UK's strong concern over recent settlement 
announcements during my visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
4-6 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131210/text/131210w0
002.htm#1312114000087  
 

Middle East 
Menzies Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of progress on Middle East Peace negotiations, 
following the resignation of the Palestinian peace negotiators on 14 November 2013. 
[178332] 

Hugh Robertson: I can confirm that the middle east peace negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians are continuing with the goal of reaching a final status 
agreement next year. US Secretary of State John Kerry met with both parties on 5 
December. As I made clear during my recent visit to the region, the UK strongly 
supports the talks and stands ready to do all we can over the coming weeks and 
months to support the parties and the US in their efforts to achieve a lasting two-
state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131210/text/131210w0
002.htm#1312114000086  
 
 

http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0030_PressSummary.pdf
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2013_0030_Judgment.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131210/text/131210w0002.htm#1312114000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131210/text/131210w0002.htm#1312114000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131210/text/131210w0002.htm#1312114000086
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131210/text/131210w0002.htm#1312114000086
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Welsh Assembly 

Tributes to Nelson Mandela 
includes 
13.42  Leanne Wood (Leader of Plaid Cymru): … Mandela was a man of conviction who 
stood up for what he believed in. He was also, politically, a radical who dedicated his life 
to speaking out against injustice. His achievements were many and great, but they are 
not yet complete. Apartheid remains in Palestine. Racism has not ended. … 
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/131210_plenary_bilingual.xml#119834  
 
 

European Court of Auditors 

“EU Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian Authority needs an overhaul”, say EU 
A report published today by the European Court of Auditors questions the sustainability 
of the EU PEGASE Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian Authority. 
“While the Commission and European External Action Service have succeeded in 
implementing the support to the Palestinian Authority in difficult circumstances, there are 
a number of aspects of the current approach that are increasingly in need of an overhaul” 
stated Mr Hans Gustaf Wessberg, the ECA Member responsible for the report. “Although 
some important results have been achieved, there is a need for major revisions such as 
encouraging the PA to undertake more reforms, notably in relation to its civil service. 
Furthermore, a way needs to be found to bring Israel to take the necessary steps to help 
ensure that PEGASE DFS is effective”. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/NewsItem.aspx?nid=4383 
 
European Union direct financial support to the Palestinian Authority 
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR13_14/SR13_14_EN.pdf  
 
 

European Commission 

EU Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian Authority 
The EEAS and the Commission welcome today’s report from the Court of Auditors on the 
EU Direct Financial Support to the Palestinian Authority (PA) through the PEGASE 
Mechanism. They welcome in particular the Court's conclusion that the Commission and 
EEAS have succeeded in implementing this support in spite of difficult circumstances 
and that there is no evidence of corruption or mismanagement. … 
Co-operation with the Palestinian Authority takes place in very particular circumstances, 
in the context of Israeli occupation, with an Authority which does not have the powers of 
a state government and where part of the Palestinian territory, the Gaza Strip, is run by 
de facto authorities with which the EU has no relations. 
By helping the Palestinian Authority to meet its wages and pensions bill for essential 
service providers and pensioners, and pay for social allowances to most vulnerable 
groups, the EU is making a tangible contribution to the preparation for a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. … 
The Commission and the EEAS have actively sought to ensure Israeli co-operation. 
Numerous meetings have been held between the Office of the European Union 
Representative (West Bank and Gaza Strip, UNRWA) with the Israeli Ministry of 
Defence, as well as in the framework of EU-Israel, Association Committee, Association 
Council and in the Political Dialogue with Israel. The EU Delegation in Tel Aviv has also 
been involved. … 
The issues surrounding the civil servants  who are not able to work in  Gaza are complex  
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/131210_plenary_bilingual.xml#119834
http://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/NewsItem.aspx?nid=4383
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR13_14/SR13_14_EN.pdf
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in the circumstances prevailing in the Gaza Strip. The Commission and the EEAS 
consider that the PA must continue supporting its workers in Gaza as a key element of 
maintaining its presence in Gaza and the unity of a future Palestinian State. A solution 
has to be found that take account of the concerns raised by the Court, while allowing the 
PA to continue supporting its employees in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-1132_en.htm?locale=en  
 
Transport: Commission strengthens cooperation with Israel 
… Vice-President Kallas said: "Israel is a key partner for the EU in transport. The aviation 
agreement that we signed earlier this year is very important for further strengthening the 
overall economic exchanges, trade and tourism as well as broader political relations 
between Israel and the EU. … 
During his visit to Israel, Vice-President Kallas and Israel's minister of transport and road 
safety, Israel Katz, will open the first meeting of the EU–Israel Joint Committee set up 
under the EU–Israel aviation agreement with the aim of ensuring the proper 
implementation of the agreement. Vice-President Kallas will discuss closer cooperation 
between the EU and Israel in the field of aviation including in the areas of aviation safety, 
security and air traffic management. Messrs Kallas and Katz will also attend the 
signature of a Memorandum of Cooperation and the Blue-Med Functional Airspace Block 
(FAB) and the civil aviation authority of Israel which will involve Israel, initially as 
observer but ultimately as a potential full member in the Blue-Med FAB. … 
… Israeli ports are members of the European Sea Ports Organisation. The importance of 
the bilateral freight exchanges between the EU and Israel would justify reinforced 
cooperation on ports policy, to the mutual benefit of both parties. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-1229_en.htm?locale=en  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-1132_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-1229_en.htm?locale=en
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/su050-II-d.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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