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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Question 

Crime: Hate Crime 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government further to the Written Answer by Lord 
McNally on 19 November (WA 185–6), what were the figures respectively for attacks on 
and damage to religious premises and other hate crimes.[HL3541] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally) (LD): The Ministry of 
Justice Court Proceedings Database holds information on defendants proceeded 
against, found guilty and sentenced for criminal offences in England and Wales. 
This database holds information on offences provided by the statutes under which 
proceedings are brought, but not all the specific circumstances of each case. 
Whilst there are a number of ‘hate crime’ offences defined by statute, for example 
racially or religiously aggravated offences and offences intended or likely to stir up 
racial or religious hatred, none of these offences specifically refer to attacks on, or 
damage to, religious premises. 
Other than where specified in a statute, centrally held information does not identify 
the location at which an alleged offence occurred. This detailed information may 
be held by the courts on individual case files which could only be compiled at 
disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131203w0001.htm#131
20366000165  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131119w0001.htm#131
11952000410  
 
 

Home Office 

Tackling Extremism in the UK: report from the Prime Minister’s task force on 
tackling radicalisation and extremism 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263181/ET
F_FINAL.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Middle East 
13. Duncan Hames: What assessment he has made of the effect of recent 
announcements of settlement building on the middle east peace negotiations. [901380] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Hugh 
Robertson): Recent settlement announcements have had a detrimental impact 
on trust between the two parties. During my recent visit to Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, I made clear our serious concerns about the 
announcements and our strong opposition to settlements. 

Duncan Hames: Last week, the United Nations Secretary-General described Israeli 
settlement building in the Occupied Palestinian Territories as a cause of great concern, 
saying that it risked the continuation of negotiations and must cease. I am glad that our 
Minister shares those concerns. Will he use his influence to shape European trade 
policies in a manner that is consistent with our Government’s view on the illegal 
settlements? 

Hugh Robertson: Yes, we will. As I suspect the hon. Gentleman knows, we 
welcome the EU guidelines on the eligibility of Israel entities for EU funding and 
the agreement reached last week that, on the other side, allows Israel to 
participate in Horizon 2020. We will absolutely make those representations. 

Louise Ellman: Announcements of new settlement building must be unhelpful, but does 
the Minister recognise Israel’s good will in continuing its programme of releasing more 
than 100 convicted prisoners, many of them terrorists who carried out horrendous 
crimes, at the same time as the Palestinian national broadcasting authority perpetuates 
calls for violence against Israelis and Jews? 

Hugh Robertson: Yes. If the Palestinian broadcasting authority is perpetuating 
calls for violence, that is totally unacceptable, and I would have no hesitation in 
condemning it. It is fair to say that it was made clear to me a couple of weeks ago 
that the Palestinians believe that the original agreement was that there would be 
no push towards representation in international bodies in exchange for prisoner 
release and that the settlements issue should be renegotiated at a later stage. 

Philip Hollobone: As the middle east peace negotiations continue, are the Palestinians 
speaking with one voice? What is my right hon. Friend’s assessment of the relationship 
between Fatah and Hamas? 

Hugh Robertson: It is absolutely clear that those Palestinian entities involved in 
the peace process are indeed speaking with one voice. It is clear, however—I 
suspect that this is what lies behind my hon. Friend’s question—that there is a 
very considerable difference between the Palestinian authorities engaged in those 
processes and the authorities in Gaza. I would call on those authorities in Gaza to  

Andy Slaughter: When hon. Members raise the issue of, say, trade with illegal 
settlements, the Government say that they do not want to upset the peace talks, but 
4,000 settlements have been announced—800 last week—and those are destabilising 
the peace talks. What are the Government going to do about that in order to support the 
peace talks? 

Hugh Robertson: I am not sure that I understand the distinction that the hon. 
Gentleman makes, because the Government have repeatedly condemned Israel’s 
announcements about expanded settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. They are illegal under international law and, as I have said, they 
undermine the possibility of a two-state solution. We are quite clear about that. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/debtext/13120
3-0001.htm#13120348000022  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/debtext/131203-0001.htm#13120348000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/debtext/131203-0001.htm#13120348000022
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UK-Israeli Co-operation: International Development 
16. Stephen Metcalfe: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent assessment he has made of the effectiveness of UK-Israeli co-
operation on international development. [901384] 

Hugh Robertson: We work with Israel in international bodies such as the Global 
Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation. The Department for 
International Development do not have any joint international development 
projects with Israel, but would consider any proposals made by Israel’s Agency for 
International Development Cooperation, MASHAV. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000005 
 

Israel 
Dr McCrea: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with the government of Israel on the prevention of terrorism in 
that country. [179121] 

Hugh Robertson: We have regular discussions with the Israeli authorities on 
counter-terrorism issues, including an official UK-Israel counter-terrorism 
dialogue, held most recently in July 2013. 

Mike Thornton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the Prawer plan in the 
Negev region of Israel. [179390] 

Hugh Robertson: Our ambassador to Tel Aviv has discussed our concerns over 
the Prawer-Begin Bill with Israeli Ministers and parliamentarians, while our 
embassy is in regular contact with Bedouin leaders and activists as well as 
independent experts. We also raised our concerns during Israel's Universal 
Periodic Review session at the UN Human Rights Council on 29 October. 

Mike Thornton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government regarding the 
implementation of the recommendations in the report on Children in Military Custody, 
published in June 2012 with funding from his Department. [179440] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv have frequent 
discussions with the Israeli authorities on this issue, most recently with the Israeli 
Ministry of Justice on 21 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000011  
 

Israel 
Stephen Doughty: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
recent assessment she has made of the humanitarian needs of displaced Bedouin from 
the Neqab; what assessment she has made of the reasons for their displacement; and 
whether she has raised that matter with the Israeli Government. [179561] 

Mr Duncan: DFID does not operate in Israel and has therefore made no 
assessment of the humanitarian needs of the Negev/al-Naqab Bedouin. The 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office has raised concerns about forced relocation of 
Bedouin communities with the Israeli authorities, with a view to agreeing a lasting 
and satisfactory solution to this complex issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
002.htm#13120378000051  
 

Palestinian Child Detainees: Israel 
19. Alex Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent assessment he has made of Israeli treatment of Palestinian child 
detainees. [901387] 

Hugh Robertson: We continue to have serious concerns about Israel’s treatment  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0002.htm#13120378000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0002.htm#13120378000051
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of Palestinian child detainees, despite some progress. The UK highlighted this 
issue at Israel’s Universal Periodic Review session at the UN Human Rights 
Council on 29 October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000006  
 

Gaza 
20. Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the effect of the blockade of Gaza by the Israeli 
Defence Force on (a) the Gazan economy and (b) children in Gaza. [901388] 

Hugh Robertson: Israeli restrictions, combined with the closure of the smuggling 
tunnels from Egypt, are severely affecting Gaza’s economy and the living 
conditions for ordinary people, including children. We have called on Israel to 
open up legal trade for Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000007 
 

 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (832) Crisis in Gaza – That this House views with grave concern a 
United Nations report that the situation in Gaza is near the point of catastrophe; 
underlines that the UN special rapporteur warns that lack of fuel imports has resulted in 
power cuts dramatically affecting basic services, including health, water and sanitation, 
with the result that raw sewage is flooding into the streets; notes that residents only 
receive power for six hours a day after the only power plant in Gaza was shut down due 
to a critical fuel shortage three weeks ago; further notes that the little power that is 
available is not sufficient to meet the needs of specialised health services, such as 
kidney dialysis, operating theatres, blood banks, intensive care units and incubators, 
putting innocent lives at risk; concludes that the inhumane, six-year blockade erected by 
Israel on the tiny strip of land holding 1.7 million people is the principal cause of this 
widespread suffering and distress, added to recently by the Egyptian military regime's 
destruction of tunnels on the Rafah border which helped to breach the embargo; and 
calls on the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs urgently to meet 
with his counterparts in Cairo and Tel Aviv to persuade them to remove the blockade and 
allow in urgent humanitarian aid and also to raise the plight of the people of Gaza at the 
United Nations General Assembly. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/832  
 
 

United Nations 

UN agency appeals for $687 million to assist Palestinian refugees next year 
The United Nations agency assisting Palestinian refugees today appealed for $687 
million so that it can provide basic services to this vulnerable population next year, 
stressing that its ability to carry out its work remains dependent on the generosity of 
donors.  … Deputy Commissioner-General Margot Ellis noted that the renewed peace 
talks on the Arab-Israeli conflict offer a “glimmer of hope” for the aspirations of 
Palestinians that their tragic plight will one day come to an end. “Until then, UNRWA’s 
ability to serve Palestine refugees will remain dependent on the generosity of Member 
States, donors and host communities, who – together with UNRWA – bear the collective 
responsibility of supporting Palestine refugees,” she stated. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46649&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.Up8-
3mQW24Y 

TOP 
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Persecution of Christians 
includes: 
col 841  Jim Shannon: … That this House is concerned that the persecution of 
Christians is increasing in the 21st Century; notes that there are reports that one 
Christian is killed every 11 minutes somewhere on earth for their faith; further notes that 
Christianity is the most persecuted religion globally; bears in mind that the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience and religion is a human right stated in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights; and calls on the Government to do more both in its foreign 
policy and through its aid work to defend and support people of Christian faith. …  

 

col 846  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Mark Simmonds): … it is not just Christians but people of 
other religions who are suffering such persecution. That should be a matter of deep 
concern to all of us, whether we have a religious faith or not, because freedom of religion 
and belief is a gateway to other human rights and a litmus test of other fundamental 
freedoms. …  
col 848  I do not believe that making it our policy to defend Christians in particular is 
going to help them in the longer term. There is a risk of isolating them from the wider 
populations, identifying them as something of a fifth column and even exacerbating the 
persecution that they may be suffering. Instead, we should be supporting the building of 
societies that respect human rights, the rule of law and the equality and opportunity of all 
citizens, and spelling out that all freedoms of religion or belief are a universal concern.   

 

col 879  Andrew Selous: … It is not too much of a parallel to say that the position of 
Christians in the middle east in the second decade of the 21st century is analogous to 
that of the Jews in Germany in the 1930s. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/debtext/13120
3-0003.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/debtext/131203-0003.htm
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
** Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf  
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