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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Foreign Secretary’s Chanukah message 
Speaking today William Hague said: I would like to send my warmest wishes to the 
Jewish communities in the UK and around the world as they celebrate Chanukah, the 
Festival of Lights. 
It is a holiday that encourages us to work towards a more peaceful future, and that 
reminds us that there can be light even in the darkest moments. We join the Jewish faith 
in hoping and striving for peace, particularly in the Middle East. 
So, as Chanukah begins, I’d like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful holiday. 
Chanukah sameach. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-chanukah-message  
 
Baroness Warsi's message for Chanukah 2013 
Faith and Communities Minister Baroness Warsi said: I’d like to wish the Jewish 
community in the UK and beyond a very happy and peaceful Chanukah. 
This special festival celebrates the miracle of the oil - when 1 day’s worth of oil burned for 
a full 8 days – something that families and friends will be rejoicing in when they come 
together to light the menorah candle. 
As the number of candle lights are increased as the days progress, we can all be 
reminded of the endurance of hope and possibility through difficult times that the festival 
represents. The candles and lamps are displayed in places that can be seen from the 
outside in, reminding neighbours and passerby’s of this sentiment and of the holiday’s 
miracle. 
I would also like to pay tribute to the incredible contribution that the Jewish community 
makes throughout society, selflessly volunteering hours of their time to make our areas 
better places to live. The annual Mitzvah Day event is an example of this, as around 
25,000 people across the country take part in social action, playing a central role in 
building stronger and more supportive communities. I’m delighted that this occasion has 
now grown to become a focal point of the Jewish calendar. 
A very happy Chanukah to you all. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/baroness-warsis-message-for-chanukah-2013  
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-08419 Stewart Maxwell: Universities UK Guidance on Gender Segregation at 
Scottish Institutes of Higher Education—That the Parliament is dismayed that 
Universities UK has issued guidance to higher education institutions in Scotland 
indicating that it is acceptable to separate attendees at meetings by gender; believes that 
this breaks the spirit of equalities legislation and is reminiscent of the separate but equal 
doctrine in United States law, which justified segregation; is disturbed that the religious 
beliefs of some speakers are thought to trump the rights of women; does not believe that 
allowing audiences to mix at university events curtails freedom of speech in any way, and 
considers that if segregation is enforced by gender then the case against segregation by 
race, religion, sexual orientation and disability has been profoundly weakened. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08419&ResultsPerPage=10  
 

The Guidance referred to above is: 
External speakers in higher education institutions  
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/highereducation/Documents/2013/ExternalSpeakersInHig
herEducationInstitutions.pdf  
 

 

Supreme Court Appeal Judgement 
Bull and another v Hall and another [2013] UKSC 73… The Respondents, Mr Hall and 
Mr Preddy, are a homosexual couple in a civil partnership. On 4 September 2008 Mr 
Preddy booked, by telephone, a double room at the Appellants’ hotel for the nights of 5 
and 6 September. By an oversight, Mrs Bull did not inform him of the Appellants’ policy. 
On arrival at the hotel, Mr Hall and Mr Preddy were informed that they could not stay in a 
double bedroom. They found this “very hurtful”, protested, and left to find alternative 
accommodation. … 
The Supreme Court unanimously dismisses the appeal. … On point (i) direct 
discrimination, Lady Hale, Lord Kerr and Lord Toulson hold that the Appellants’ policy 
constituted direct discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation. On point (ii) indirect 
discrimination the Court unanimously holds that if (as Lord Neuberger and Lord Hughes 
consider) the Appellants’ policy constitutes indirect discrimination, it is not justified. … 
 Direct discrimination. According to Lady Hale and Lord Toulson: the Appellants’ 

concept of marriage was the Christian concept of the union of one man and one 
woman. Civil partnership is a status akin to marriage, and the criteria of marriage and 
civil partnership are indissociable from the sexual orientation of those qualifying for 
the particular statuses. All married couples would be permitted a double bedroom by 
the Appellants, while no civilly partnered couples would be. … The Court’s judgment 
does not favour sexual orientation over religious belief: had the Respondents refused 
hotel rooms to the Appellants because of the Appellants’ Christian beliefs, the 
Appellants would equally have been protected by the law’s prohibition of 
discrimination. … 

 The Appellants’ rights under Article 9(1), which protects the manifestation of religious 
belief, are engaged. However, EASOR’s [the Equality Act (Sexual Orientation) 
Regulations] interference with those rights is justified as a proportional means of 
achieving a legitimate aim: the protection of the rights and freedoms of people such 
as the Respondents. … 

To read the press release see 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0065_PressSummary.pdf  
 

To read the full judgement see 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0065_Judgment.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

ICT: Israel 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills (1) what 
estimate he has made of the benefit of the UK-Israel Tech Hub to the economies of Israel 
and the UK; [176235] 
(2) in which countries there are bilateral UK tech hubs. [176236] 

Michael Fallon: The UK-Israel Tech Hub helps economic growth in both countries 
by partnering UK companies with the best of Israeli innovation. UK Trade & 
Investment (UKTI) is tracking the benefits of the hub through a range of metrics 
including innovation partnerships signed, strategic innovation benefit delivered to 
major UK companies, and inward investment leads generated by engaging Israeli 
companies. Benefits to date include: 
hundreds of introductions between UK and Israeli companies resulting in several 
commercial partnerships for UK companies, and many more in negotiation; 
help for Israeli tech companies to expand globally in partnership with the UK, 
including tens of inward investment leads, and active targets for UKTI; 
work with major UK corporations such as GlaxoSmithKline and Arup to develop 
strategic innovation partnerships in Israel; and 
increased awareness, and exchanging of best practice, among policy and 
business leaders, for instance through the visits to Israel of Joanna Shields, CEO, 
Tech City UK, and the Government Chief Technology Officer, Liam Maxwell. 
There is one further bilateral tech hub, which is the UK-Jordan Tech Hub. This hub 
was unveiled at a reception hosted by King Abdullah of Jordan on 20( )October 
2013. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0
002.htm#13112677000065  
 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment his Department has made of the implications of the proposed Mount 
Scopus Slopes National Park for (a) the Palestinian neighbourhoods of Al-Issawiya and 
At-Tur and (b) the ongoing peace negotiations. [176499] 

Reply from Hugh Robertson: Our officials in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem report that, 
if implemented, the Mount Scopus Slopes National Park plans would designate 
the eastern slopes of Mount Scopus—land which is in the most part privately 
owned by Palestinian residents of Issawiyeh and At-Tur—as a national park. The 
park would have serious implications for the bordering Palestinian 
neighbourhoods, which have no further space for natural growth in other 
directions. 
Recent settlement announcements have had a detrimental impact on trust 
between the parties and have led to the Palestinian negotiating team offering their 
resignations. During my recent visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, I made clear our concerns about these announcements and our 
opposition to settlements. 
We have raised our strong concerns over the Mount Scopus Slopes National Park 
plans with Israeli ministers and officials. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0
003.htm#13112677000097  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0002.htm#13112677000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0002.htm#13112677000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0003.htm#13112677000097
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0003.htm#13112677000097
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Syria 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
make an assessment of the number of Syrian refugees treated at the Galilee Hospital in 
the Golan Heights area of Israel. [176790] 

Hugh Robertson: According to information from the Israeli National Security 
Council, approximately 300 Syrians have been treated in the Western Galilee 
Hospital. The hospital is situated in the Israeli town of Nahiriya, not in the 
Occupied Golan Heights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0
003.htm#13112677000100  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (799) Israel and birth certificates for the children of foreigners – 
That this House condemns the plan by the Israeli government not to issue birth 
certificates for babies born to foreigners; points out that this breaches articles 7 and 8 of 
the United Nations convention on the rights of the child, relating to every child's rights to 
a registered name, nationality and the preservation of identity; notes that this is another 
flagrant and unpunished contravention of a UN convention by Israel; and urges the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to urge his opposite number to 
drop this proposal and preserve the enshrined rights of children, whomever they are born 
to, within Israel. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/799  
 
 

United Nations 

Youth envoy for UN Palestine refugee agency says goals can be achieved with 
hope, determination 
From a “tougher than tough” life in a Gaza refugee camp to winning the title of this year’s 
“Arab Idol”, Mohammad Assaf told reporters at United Nations Headquarters today that 
he will “never forget his roots” and, as a beacon of hope for all Palestinian people, he will 
continue to promote peace, security and other universal values. 
“I want to give hope to my people. I want them to see that nothing is impossible,” said Mr. 
Assaf … [he] described the challenging environment in which the children of Gaza grew 
up, saying they did not have real social or economic rights, including a decent standard 
of living, adequate housing, clean water, safety and dignity. 
Yet, UNRWA is there every day defending Palestinians’ right to those basic human 
needs, which is all the more important in light of the deteriorating circumstances. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46600&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UpYG8mR823A  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0003.htm#13112677000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131126/text/131126w0003.htm#13112677000100
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/799
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46600&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UpYG8mR823A
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html


 5

 

Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/am059-b.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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