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Home Affairs 

Scottish Government  

Scotland’s Future – blueprint for a fairer country 
First Minister Alex Salmond today launched the “most comprehensive blueprint for an 
independent country ever published ”: Scotland’s Future – Your Guide to an Independent 
Scotland. … [It] outlines the Scottish Government’s policies on issues such as currency, 
international representation - including independent and equal membership of the 
European Union - citizenship, defence and security, the harnessing of Scotland’s natural 
resources for the benefit of current and future generations and the fiscal levers 
necessary to grow the Scottish economy. …  
The First Minister said: “… Our vision is of an independent Scotland regaining its place 
as an equal member of the family of nations – however, we do not seek independence as 
an end in itself, but rather as a means to changing Scotland for the better. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-s-Future-blueprint-for-a-fairer-country-6aa.aspx  
 
Scotland's Future : Your Guide to an Independent Scotland  
 

White Paper   http://82.113.138.107/00439021.pdf  
 

Summary       http://82.113.138.107/00439013.pdf  
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Holocaust 

Northern Ireland Assembly Questions 

Teaching Children about the Holocaust  
Mr Weir asked the Minister of Education what provision is made within the curriculum for 
teaching children about the Holocaust. (AQW 28342/11-15) 

Mr O’Dowd: The revised curriculum gives teachers more flexibility over how they 
deliver the curriculum to meet pupils’ needs. The minimum to be taught is detailed 
in legislation as Areas of Learning and a number of these provide opportunities for 
schools to explore the Holocaust and related issues. A number of examples of the  
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Scotland-s-Future-blueprint-for-a-fairer-country-6aa.aspx
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opportunities provided are detailed below: 
At Key Stage 2 there are opportunities within the areas of the World About Us and 
Personal Development and Mutual Understanding, for pupils to explore human 
rights and social responsibility, how people in the world interact and the causes of 
conflict and appropriate responses. 
At Key Stage 3, the Environment and Society Area of Learning includes history as 
a contributory element and the statutory Minimum Content for History requires 
opportunities to be provided for pupils to investigate the impact of significant 
events of the 20th Century on the world. 
The Local and Global Citizenship strand of the Learning for Life and Work Area of 
Learning also provides opportunities for pupils to explore issues relating to 
diversity in societies and investigate key human rights principles and local and 
global scenarios where human rights have been seriously infringed. 
In line with the flexibility provided by the revised curriculum, the specifics of what 
is taught, and how it is taught, under each Area of Learning is a matter for each 
teacher/school. 

(pWA493) http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/131122.pdf  
 

Holocaust Educational Trust: Lessons From Auschwitz Programme 
Mr Agnew asked the Minister of Education what discussion he has had with the 
Holocaust Educational Trust on making the Lessons From Auschwitz programme 
available to pupils. (AQW 28404/11-15) 
Mr O’Dowd: I have had no direct discussions with the Holocaust Educational Trust. I have 
received correspondence on behalf of the Holocaust Educational Trust regarding the 
Lessons from Auschwitz Programme. My replies have outlined the opportunities provided 
through the revised curriculum for pupils to explore the Holocaust and other related 
issues. 
In line with the flexibility provided by the revised curriculum, it is a matter for individual 
schools to decide on their involvement with outside organisations such as the Holocaust 
Educational Trust to assist in their delivery of the curriculum. 
(pWA494) http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/131122.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Statement and Questions, House of Commons 

Iran 
includes: 
col 29  Menzies Campbell: … In the light of Mr Netanyahu’s public response to this 
agreement, what assessment has my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary made of 
the risk of Israel taking some unilateral action that might undermine the agreement, and 
what representations has he made to the Israeli Government against taking any such 
action? 

 

Mr Hague: We are in constant touch with the Israeli Government. The Prime Minister 
discussed matters with Prime Minister Netanyahu during the negotiation of the 
agreement over the past few weeks. It is important to understand the concerns of those 
who are sceptical about any agreement on the grounds of Iran’s past deceptions. It is 
also important to ask those people what the alternative to the agreement would be. The 
alternatives would involve Iran getting to nuclear weapons threshold capability, Iran 
having a nuclear weapon, a conflict with Iran or all those things. We have to be clear that 
there are compelling arguments for the agreement.  We would discourage anybody in the  
 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/131122.pdf
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world, including Israel, from taking any steps that would undermine the agreement. We 
will make that very clear to all concerned. … 

 

col 30  Alistair Burt: … Does he agree that for Israel to be assured, every dot and 
comma of the interim agreement must be held to; that for the Arab world to be reassured, 
we must make serious progress on a weapons-of-mass-destruction-free zone in the 
middle east … 

 

Mr Hague: Absolutely. … 
 

Paul Flynn: … Would it be right for the Government now to approach Israel and ask for a 
reciprocal gesture and for it to open its nuclear facilities to international inspection, in 
order to denuclearise the whole middle east? 

 

Mr Hague: Politics is the art of the possible … The hon. Gentleman is trying to lead me 
into something that it would probably not be possible for us to obtain. … 

 

col 32  Gerald Kaufman: … Will the right hon. Gentleman point out to the Prime Minister 
of Israel, who yesterday said that nuclear weapons are the most dangerous weapons in 
the world—he should know because he has a stockpile of several hundred nuclear 
warheads and the missiles with which to deliver them—and who in addition refuses to 
sign the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, that any attempt to damage or attack the 
agreement in any way will be unacceptable and will be opposed? 

 

Mr Hague: … Some may disapprove of the agreement, but they know it has been made 
by, among others, the five permanent members of the UN Security Council, and that it 
must be given its chance.  

 

col 33  James Clappison: … To persuade us of the genuineness of Iran’s intentions, 
would it not help if it were to end its involvement in terrorism in that region of the world … 
and end its involvement in the repression of religious minorities, including Christians and 
Jewish people, in Iran? Would it also not help if Iran stopped the hate speech against 
Israel, a recent example of which came from the Supreme Leader, who just a few days 
ago referred to Israel as “the sinister, unclean rabid dog of the region”? … 

 

Mr Hague:  …we will want to address the full range of issues, including the sponsorship 
of terrorism in other countries and the hate speech to which my hon. Friend refers. …  

 

col 35  Jeremy Corbyn: … Will he now turn his attention to the need for a nuclear 
weapons-free middle east …? Without an agreement on a nuclear-free middle east, 
somebody will develop nuclear weapons or Israel will go on being unchallenged as the 
only nuclear weapons state in the region. This is urgent. 

 

Mr Hague: … we are keeping our focus on that. … 
 

Robert Halfon: Many people regard Iran as the Soviet Union of the middle east, because 
it practises repression at home, it exports terrorism abroad and it says it wants to wipe 
Israel off the map. How will my right hon. Friend judge whether this is genuine 
perestroika and glasnost or whether it is deception …? 

 
 

Mr Hague: … We have many differences with Iran, including on many of those issues 
and on its appalling human rights record. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/debtext/13112
5-0001.htm#1311255000001  
 
 

Statement and Questions, House of Lords 

Iran 
includes: 
col 1201  Lord Triesman: … The agreement … does not halt the nuclear programme … 
It does not dismantle Iran’s nuclear capability. It cannot therefore guarantee to bridle all 
future developments. I know that many will argue that it should not, but I can see the 
basis of the anxieties in Israel and the Gulf about this.  It is  important for us to encourage  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/debtext/131125-0001.htm#1311255000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/debtext/131125-0001.htm#1311255000001


 4

 

them to give this process a chance, whatever those anxieties might be. …  
 

col 1204  Lord Hannay of Chiswick: … Does [the Minister] agree that, while it is clearly 
right that Israel’s concerns over Iran’s nuclear program should be treated seriously, 
attempts by the Prime Minister of Israel to prevent or perhaps now to wreck this 
agreement would be counterproductive and, in fact, against Israel’s long-term 
interests? … 

 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … We are persuaded that this enhances the security of Israel. 
… We have said that to our Israeli friends. The Prime Minister spoke to Mr Netanyahu in 
the middle of the previous round of negotiations on 9 November and will no doubt be 
talking to him again. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131125-
0001.htm#13112512000433  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many times Ministers in his Department have visited Israel in the last 12 months. 
[176292] 

Hugh Robertson: Foreign and Commonwealth Office Ministers, including the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), have visited Israel four times in the 
last 12 months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0
003.htm#13112534000089  
 

Middle East 
Pat Glass: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what projects in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories are funded by the Conflict Pool. [175936] 

Mr Duncan: The following projects in Israel and Occupied Palestinian Territories 
are funded by the Conflict Pool. 

 
 

Project Name Implementing Organisation 
Law enforcement and Access to Land Yesh Din 
Professional medical exchange 
between Israelis and Palestinians 

Peres Center/Palestinian Red Crescent 

Economic incentives for positive 
unilateral steps 

BWF/Macro 

Gaza-West Bank access Gisha 
Settlement Watch Peace Now 
Engaging the Ultra-Orthodox British Embassy Tel Aviv 
Planning and capacity building for 
Arab municipalities 

Injaz/Bimkom/ACRI 

Making the Case for Peace Mellman Group 
Reducing tension and preventing 
conflict through Urban Planning in 
East Jerusalem 

International Peace and Cooperation 
Centre (IPCC) 

Replanning Palestine: Urban Plans in 
Area C 

International Peace and Cooperation 
Centre (IPCC) 

Terrestrial Jerusalem Programme Terrestrial Jerusalem 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131125-0001.htm#13112512000433
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131125-0001.htm#13112512000433
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000089
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000089
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131
125w0003.htm#13112534000079  

 
Palestinians 

Pat Glass: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) how much of 
her Department's spend in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is allocated to 
programmes run by non-governmental, non-UN and non-Palestinian Authority bodies; 
[175937] 
(2) how much of her Department's spend in the Occupied Palestinian Territories was 
allocated to programmes run by non-governmental, non-UN and non-Palestinian 
Authority bodies in (a) 2010, (b) 2011 and (c) 2012. [175938] 

Mr Duncan: DFID funds a number of programmes run by non-governmental, non-
UN and non-Palestinian Authority bodies. These include organisations such as 
the Red Cross, Norwegian Refugee Council and certain Israeli and Palestinian 
NGOs. 
The Department's best estimate of the apportioned total is: 

Financial year £ 
2009-10 8,200,000 
2010-11 8,400,000 
2011-12 3,500,000 
2012-13 3,900,000 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131
125w0003.htm#13112534000080 

 
Palestinians 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the potential economic benefit of the proposed Rawabi city in 
the west bank. [176237] 

Hugh Robertson: If successful, the proposed Rawabi city would be an important 
contributor to economic development in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We 
understand that the proposed west bank city of Rawabi is planned to ultimately 
serve a population of 40,000. The total cost of the development is estimated at 
over US$850 million. It is expected to generate between 8,000 and 10,000 new 
construction sector jobs and an additional 3,000 to 5,000 jobs in banking, 
communications and information technology. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
following the announcement on 19 November 2013 of a new UK-Palestinian Strategic 
Dialogue, what the remit of the Dialogue is, who it will involve and when the first meeting 
will take place; and if he will make a statement. [177015] 

Hugh Robertson: The first meeting of the Strategic Dialogue will be held in 2014, 
and will focus on UK-Palestinian relations, the prospects for Middle East Peace, 
and wider regional issues. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the 
Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs will be involved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0
003.htm#13112534000090  
 
 
 
 
 

Establishing citizens' advice bureaux 
in two areas of East Jerusalem 

Jerusalem Community Advocacy 
Network 

Protecting Palestinian Communities in 
South Hebron Hills 

Rabbis for Human Rights 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131125/text/131125w0003.htm#13112534000090
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House of Lords Question 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many files relating to Palestine 
between 1900 and 1950 remain in the possession of the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office and have not been deposited in the National Archives.[HL3372] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) holds a range of material relating to 
Palestine over the 1900 to 1950 period. This includes birth, death and marriage 
registers, material on the Palestine Police and Palestine Railways, legal records, 
Colonial Office records and file registers. The FCO has published a detailed 
inventory of its archive records on the gov.uk Website (www.gov.uk/archive-
records) which includes estimated file counts based on the amount of shelf space 
occupied by the record series. Material relating to Palestine is spread over a 
number of record series as well as files which don’t exclusively cover Palestine. It 
would involve disproportionate cost to accurately count all relevant files. Our 
approximate estimate is that the FCO archive holds at least 100 files or bound 
volumes containing content relevant to Palestine for the period in question. The 
FCO is currently developing a detailed plan for the review and release of all 
legacy material held in the FCO archive. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131125w0001.htm#131
12513000350  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Kelvin Hopkins (786) Interpal – That this House acknowledges the humanitarian work 
carried out for the people of Palestine by the British charity Interpal; commends the 
generosity of British donors to the charity; regrets that it has been denied full access to 
the banking system as a result of an unfounded designation by the US administration in 
2003; notes that a US district court in New York saw no evidence that Interpal funded 
Hamas-supporting charities; further notes that the court threw out a case against 
NatWest Bank claiming it had knowingly facilitated Interpal's alleged provision of money 
to these charities; further notes that the Treasury successfully intervened in this case; 
and calls on the Government to press the US administration to rescind its damaging 
designation of Interpal. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/786  
 
 

United Nations 

Voicing solidarity with Palestinian cause, UN officials stress importance of 
resumed peace talks 
United Nations officials today voiced their solidarity with the people of Palestine in their 
aspirations for independence and sovereignty, and stressed the importance of ongoing 
peace talks aimed at a two-State solution which must be given a chance to bear fruit. 
“We cannot afford to lose the current moment of opportunity,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said in a message read on his behalf to the observance of the International Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian People. “I ask all in the international community to work 
together to translate the solidarity expressed on this occasion into positive action for 
peace and justice,” … 
“The goal remains clear – an end to the occupation that started in 1967 and the creation 
of a sovereign,  independent,  and viable  State of Palestine  based on the 1967  borders,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131125w0001.htm#13112513000350
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131125w0001.htm#13112513000350
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/786
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7308
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living side by side in peace with a secure State of Israel,” Mr. Ban stated. 
“Jerusalem is to emerge from negotiations as the capital of two States, with 
arrangements for the holy sites acceptable to all. An agreed solution must be found for 
millions of Palestinian refugees around the region.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46578&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UpTFXmR823A  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Gaza fuel crisis: UN expert calls for urgent action to avert a humanitarian 
catastrophe  
United Nations Special Rapporteur Richard Falk today called for urgent action to address 
the power shortage in occupied Palestine  that has left 1.7 million residents of the Gaza 
Strip in a dire situation. More than three weeks after the only power plant shut down due 
to a critical fuel shortage, power supply has been limited to six hours a day. 
“The situation in Gaza is at a point of near catastrophe … The fuel shortage and power 
cuts have undermined an already precarious infrastructure, severely disrupting the 
provision of basic services, including health, water and sanitation,” … 
Mr. Falk highlighted the plight of patients in Gaza unable to seek affordable specialized 
medical treatment in Egypt as a result of Egypt’s closure of the Rafah crossing in recent 
weeks. “The Israeli authorities have been more forthcoming in issuing permits to Gazans 
in need of urgent specialized treatment, but the high cost of medical treatment in Israel 
places it beyond the reach of most Gazans,” he noted. 
For the past two weeks, approximately 3000 residents, including children, living in or near 
the Gazan neighbourhood of Az Zeitoun have been wading through raw sewage on the 
streets after the largest sewage treatment facility in area overflowed due to a power 
failure. … 
The Special Rapporteur explained that, under present conditions, Israel has a special 
responsibility under international humanitarian law to take whatever measures are 
necessary to protect the civilian population of Gaza against this mounting threat to their 
wellbeing. “The failure to do so would be an aggravated instance of collective 
punishment, which is unconditionally prohibited by the 4th Geneva Convention,” Mr. Falk 
cautioned. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14028&LangID=E  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46578&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UpTFXmR823A
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14028&LangID=E
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
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Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
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