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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Church of England: Holistic Missions 
includes: 
col 1119  The Lord Bishop of Leicester: That this House takes note of the July 2013 
report by ResPublica, Holistic Missions: Social Action and the Church of England. … 
… we must recognise that faith plays a vital part in motivating and energising voluntary 
action at every level. Some 79% of church members who responded to ResPublica’s 
survey have been involved in social action in the past 12 months, compared with the 
national average of 45%. …  
… much of this work is done in partnership with other Christian denominations and other 
faiths. Indeed, co-operation with the faith communities around, for example, food banks 
and other forms of social provision, is becoming a hallmark of the Church of England’s 
work in many of our major cities. … 

 

col 1124  The Lord Bishop of Carlisle: … We are beginning to work so closely with 
other Christian denominations … that Cumbria has become the first so-called ecumenical 
county. One current project that has already generated a great deal of interest is a plan 
to turn Rose Castle into an international Christian centre for reconciliation. We hope that 
very soon it will become a global hub for scriptural reasoning between Christians, 
Muslims and Jews, for training journalists, politicians and others in religious literacy, for 
conflict resolution at various levels and for environmental sustainability. … 

 

col 1127  Lord Griffiths of Burry Port: … I have been the superintendent of the West 
London Mission for a number of years  … I do not like the compass having its fixed point 
in the Church of England, with ever larger circles drawn outside it. We are partners in 
this, and this whole thing must be seen in that sense. … Our work with the faiths is 
considerable. … 
… there are 289 social projects run by Islington faith-based organisations—that is 289 in 
one London borough. There are 536 volunteers, 68 full-time staff and 52 part-time staff. 
Some 74% of faith-based organisations work in partnerships across faiths and within 
faiths, and 65% are done in collaboration with people of good will who have no faith at 
all. At the end of the day, social need is social need, and you work together. … 

 

col 1143  Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … At the Coronation in 1953, the only ordained 
priest who took part in the service who was not from the Church of England was the 
Moderator  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  I attended  the  50th anniversary service for the  
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Coronation, when the Cardinal Archbishop read the first lesson, with officers of the 
Salvation Army visible behind him as he spoke. Down in the lantern were representatives 
of Britain’s other faiths—Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Zoroastrian, Baha’i, and 
probably one or two others—demonstrating that we are part of a national church that 
stands for all of Britain's national faiths in all sorts of ways. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121-
0002.htm#13112188000853 
 
The report “Holistic Missions: Social Action and the Church of England” can be read at 
http://www.respublica.org.uk/documents/mfp_ResPublica%20-
%20Holistic%20Mission%20-%20FULL%20REPORT%20-%2010July2013.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations his Department has made to the Israeli authorities in respect of the 
proposed Mount Scopus Slopes National Park. [176730] 

Hugh Robertson: Our ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised concerns about the 
proposed Mount Scopus Slopes National Park repeatedly with the Israeli 
authorities, most recently on 13 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131122/text/131122w0
001.htm#13112253000043  
 

Egypt and Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the effect of the closure of tunnels between Egypt and 
Gaza on (a) electricity, (b) water and sanitation, (c) fuel and (d) food supplies in Gaza; 
and what representations he is making to his Egyptian and Israeli counterparts on the 
matter. [176475] 

Hugh Robertson: I am concerned by the effect of the tunnel closures on the 
already difficult humanitarian and economic situation in Gaza. According to the 
UN and other independent sources, the ending of the smuggling of subsidized 
Egyptian fuel through the tunnels has led to a major electricity and fuel crisis. The 
electricity shortage has undermined an already precarious infrastructure, severely 
disrupting the provision of basic services, including health, water and sanitation. 
The tunnel closures have also impacted significantly on availability of construction 
materials and food, leading to higher prices and growing unemployment. 
I made representations on the situation in Gaza to the Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister and discussed it with the Palestinian President and Foreign Minister 
during my recent visit to the region. The British embassy in Cairo has also made 
representations on Gaza to the Egyptian authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131122/text/131122w0
001.htm#13112253000038  
 

Human Rights 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many countries have been on his Department's Human rights Country of Concern list for 
longer than 10 years. [175534] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121-0002.htm#13112188000853
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121-0002.htm#13112188000853
http://www.respublica.org.uk/documents/mfp_ResPublica%20-%20Holistic%20Mission%20-%20FULL%20REPORT%20-%2010July2013.pdf
http://www.respublica.org.uk/documents/mfp_ResPublica%20-%20Holistic%20Mission%20-%20FULL%20REPORT%20-%2010July2013.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131122/text/131122w0001.htm#13112253000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131122/text/131122w0001.htm#13112253000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131122/text/131122w0001.htm#13112253000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131122/text/131122w0001.htm#13112253000038
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Mr Lidington: The Countries of Concern list featured for the first time in the 2005 
Annual Human Rights Report. Therefore no countries have been on that list for 
longer than 10 years. 
However, the Annual Report reporting on individual countries in 2000, in a chapter 
named “Challenges and Progress”. Individual countries on the current Countries 
of Concern list, which have featured in our Annual Report for longer than 10 
years, are the following: Afghanistan, Burma, China, Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iran, Iraq, Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, Saudi Arabia and Zimbabwe. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131121/text/131121w0
001.htm#131121107000035  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they will 
make to the government of Israel regarding that country's adherence to United Nations 
resolutions.[HL3374] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We encourage all Member States to fulfil their obligations as Members of 
the UN wherever and whichever way those obligations are laid out. We routinely 
call on Israel to abide by such international obligations, and have a regular 
dialogue with Israel on issues contained in United Nations resolutions, including 
those relating to the Occupation, human rights and the Middle East Peace 
Process. We raised these same issues at Israel’s Universal Periodic Review 
session on 29 October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#131
12187000113  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they will take to protect 
Palestinian-owned businesses in the West Bank from attack.[HL3375] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): It 
is not the role of the British Government to protect Palestinian-owned businesses 
in the West Bank, but we continue to build the capacity of the Palestinian security 
forces to protect the civilian population in the areas in which they operate. We 
also continue to stress to Israel the need for Israeli security forces to provide 
appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian population as required by Israel’s 
obligations under international law, and to prosecute those extremist settlers 
committing violence and damaging property. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#131
12187000116  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Grahame Morris (780) Israeli settlements on Palestinian land – That this House 
agrees with the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs that Israeli 
settlements on Palestinian land are illegal and an obstacle to peace; considers the Israeli 
government's approval of thousands of units of new settlement building since the 
resumption of peace talks to be counter-productive;  regrets  the  Israeli  army's  failure to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131121/text/131121w0001.htm#131121107000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131121/text/131121w0001.htm#131121107000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#13112187000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#13112187000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#13112187000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#13112187000116
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arrest and prosecute settlers who burn olive groves and harass Palestinian farmers; and 
urges the Government to leave UK businesses in no doubt that it would help the peace 
negotiations if they avoided financial relationships with illegal settlements in the West 
Bank until there is a peace agreement. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/780  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Human Rights 
includes: 
col 1071  Lord Alton of Liverpool: That this House takes note of Her Majesty’s 
Government’s policy towards countries responsible for violations of human rights. 

 

col 1075  Lord Selkirk of Douglas: … It was alarming to hear from the Minister only last 
week that, given the available evidence, Christianity is now in danger of extinction in 
some nations of the Middle East, which were the very birthplace of the Christian faith. 
She said: “… we all have an interest in making sure that Christian communities do 
continue to feel that they belong and are not persecuted in the places where this religion 
was born”. … I end with the words of the former Chief Rabbi, the noble Lord, Lord Sacks, 
quoting the eminent historian, Lord Acton. He said: 
“The most certain test by which we judge whether a country is really free is the amount of 
security enjoyed by minorities”. … 

 

col 1081  Lord Finkelstein: … at the moment I took the oath in the House I was filled 
with wonder and gratitude. … gratitude that as the son of refugees I live in peace in this 
extraordinary country with its respect for human rights. It is therefore fitting that human 
rights should be the subject of my maiden speech. My mother is a survivor of Belsen 
concentration camp and my father was an exile in a Siberian prison village. Pinner is 
nicer. People often bemoan the absence of big ideas in British politics. I always reply that 
big ideas drove my family from their home and their country, murdered my grandmother, 
starved my mother, imprisoned my father and stole our property. So I like pragmatic, 
small British ideas, our quiet suburbs and our stable institutions. My politics were never 
better summarised than by my paternal grandmother saying, “While the Queen is safe in 
Buckingham Palace, I am safe in Hendon Central”. … 

 

col 1095  Baroness Berridge: … not all persecution is far from our shores as anti-
Semitism and attacks on Jews and Jewish places of worship have re-emerged in Europe, 
particularly in Hungary and Greece. All the studies point to a simple fact: the persecution 
of people of faith or no faith on the basis of their belief is rapidly increasing. … 

 

col 1097  Lord Mendelsohn: … I grew up with friends and family scarred by and in the 
shadow of the Holocaust. I appreciated the universal lessons that were drawn from those 
terrible events. … The events of the Holocaust and the end of the Second World War 
gave rise, of course, to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. … 

 

col 1098  Baroness Howells of St Davids: … My noble friend [Lord Mendelsohn] has a 
long history of working towards justice, both in the UK and in the Middle East. He is 
deeply involved in, and dedicated to, his work in the north London Jewish community. …  

 

col 1101  Lord Anderson of Swansea: … Looking at our international organisations, I 
am delighted that we are now on the Human Rights Council, which is an enormous 
improvement on its predecessor, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, 
which could reach agreement only on attacks on Israel. … 

 

col 1105   Lord  Cormack:  …  When  I  came  into   Parliament  some  43  years  ago,  I  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/780
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immediately became a great friend of the noble Lord, Lord Janner. We decided to form a 
campaign for the release of Soviet Jewry. He thought that it was right that I should chair 
it, as a Christian, and he was a very tireless secretary. I am sorry that he is not in his 
place at the moment, because I pay tribute to him. At that time, it was impossible to get a 
visa to go to Moscow to argue our case. It was impossible to get religious books 
accepted in the Soviet Union. I remember we sent one, signed by all the party leaders, to 
a dissident called Slepak’s son for his bar mitzvah. It was sent back. Twenty years later, 
as a member of an international commission on human rights, I took part in an epiphany 
service in the Kremlin in a place where the leaders of the Soviet bloc countries had gone 
in the past and Christian worship would never have been permitted. At that service, 
handed to Mr Gorbachev’s special representative and chef de cabinet, Andrei Grachev, 
was a volume of the Scriptures which was symbolic of a million Bibles being accepted 
into the Soviet Union. That was true progress. 
I relate just one other incident. Two years later, in 1972-73, we were in Vienna receiving 
some who had come out and been given visas. There was one young lady who spoke 
the most perfect English. I joked with her and said, “You must have been top of all your 
classes” and she said, “Well, actually, I was, until the day after my parents were granted 
the visa, when I was summoned to the vice-chancellor’s office and told that I had been 
the victim of a mistake and I had failed everything”. … I tell these two very brief stories 
merely to illustrate that persistence can and does pay off. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121-
0001.htm#13112188000852  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Gatestone Institute 

The Interfaith Industry 
http://standforpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Interfaith-Industry.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121-0001.htm#13112188000852
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121-0001.htm#13112188000852
http://standforpeace.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Interfaith-Industry.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/am059-a.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
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