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Home Affairs 

Welsh Parliament 

Welsh Government Response to recommendations from the Communities, 
Equality and Local Government Committee: The Future of Equality and Human 
Rights in Wales 
http://tinyurl.com/kmmwxjh  
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Israel 

House of Commons Statement and Questions 

Iran and Syria 
includes: 
col 645  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): … we will strongly support the middle east peace process, which remains 
central to international peace and security. We do not underestimate the challenges, but 
firmly believe that if Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas show further bold 
leadership, a negotiated two-state solution is possible. We are working with European 
partners to provide practical support to both sides, including bilateral assistance to the 
institutions of a future Palestinian state. … 

 

Douglas Alexander: … will the Foreign Secretary set out what assurances have been 
offered to regional partners, particularly Israel, who are concerned that the principle of an 
interim deal will, by definition, not provide sufficient guarantees that Iran will cease all 
activity that could contribute to it developing a nuclear weapons capacity? …  

 

col 650  David Winnick: … is it not a fact that the Israeli Prime Minister has been very 
active in trying to gather opposition, including hard-line elements in the United States? Is 
it not essential that, despite such efforts to undermine what could be a great achievement 
for peace and security, the talks should succeed? …  

 

col 651  Nigel Dodds: … will the Foreign Secretary underline for the House the fact that 
this country will in no way shrink from standing by Iran’s neighbours, and Israel, against 
threats and state-sponsored terrorism, either now or in future … 
 

http://tinyurl.com/kmmwxjh
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col 659  Bob Russell: How many nuclear weapons does Israel have? 
 

Mr Hague: Three years ago, it was my initiative to declare for the first time the number of 
nuclear warheads possessed by the United Kingdom, but I am not in a position to declare 
the number possessed by any other country. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131111/debtext/13111
1-0001.htm#1311114000001  
 
 

House of Lords Statement and Questions 

Iran and Syria 
includes: 
col 525  Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, on Palestine-Israel, no doubt the noble 
Baroness will have listened to the important speech made by Secretary Kerry, which 
warned of a possible future intifada. Is it correct that because of the impasse, the 
Palestinians are now demanding that the Americans take the lead, put their own 
proposals on the table and press for them? … 

 

Baroness Warsi: On the Middle East peace process, I have stood at this Dispatch Box 
on a number of occasions over the past 12 months and have said that this year is in 
many ways a definitive year for real progress to be made. … At this stage, we continue to 
support the initiative led by Secretary Kerry in any way we can and are asked to. … 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-
0001.htm#1311117000345  
 
 

House of Commons Question 

Middle East 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the US Secretary of State concerning the conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. [174174] 
Hugh Robertson: We remain in constant contact with the US Administration about the 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, at both ministerial and official level. As I made clear 
during my recent visit to the region, Britain strongly supports the efforts being made by 
Secretary Kerry to achieve peace. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131108/text/131108w0
001.htm#13110859000037  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the government of Israel concerning its recent decision to deny Members of the 
European Parliament access to the Gaza Strip.[HL3028] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We were disappointed that the Israeli authorities refused to let a European 
Parliament delegation visit Gaza from Israel. We have not to date had any 
discussions with the Israeli authorities on this issue. This is a matter for the 
European Parliament. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#131
1115000192  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131111/debtext/131111-0001.htm#1311114000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131111/debtext/131111-0001.htm#1311114000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-0001.htm#1311117000345
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-0001.htm#1311117000345
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131108/text/131108w0001.htm#13110859000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131108/text/131108w0001.htm#13110859000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#1311115000192
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#1311115000192
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Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the Israeli forces’ recent detention of two 
members of the Palestinian Legislative Council, Nizar Ramadan and Muhammad 
Bader.[HL3025] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We have not raised these specific cases with the Israeli authorities. We do 
however regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli government about the 
broader issues of Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention, including of 
Palestinian parliamentarians, and the treatment of Palestinian prisoners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#131
1115000193  
 
 

United Nations 

Funding deficit of over $40 million threatens UN assistance to Palestinian refugees 
The United Nations agency providing protection and assistance to some five million 
Palestinian refugees is facing a cash deficit that threatens to bring its operations to a 
standstill, its chief has warned, appealing to both traditional and new donors to step up 
support.  “For the first time in probably decades, UNRWA is working in an emergency 
mode almost everywhere in the region where it operates,” Commissioner-General Filippo 
Grandi told UN Radio in a recent interview, referring to the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. … 
UNRWA assists more than half a million Palestinian refugees registered in Syria. 
However, because of the ongoing conflict in that country, over half of the Palestinian 
refugees there are internally displaced, while 60,000 others have fled to Lebanon and 
Jordan. …  he voiced his “profound” concern about the situation in Gaza, where the 
economy is “moribund” and the situation is now exacerbated by the recent closures of 
tunnels, through which many basic commodities were entering into the territory that has 
been subject to an Israeli blockade since 2007. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46465&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UoJIiJR823A  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Combating hate crime in the EU: Speech by Cecilia Malmström, EU Commissioner 
for Home Affairs 
Hate crimes attack the core of what we believe in as Europeans. … 
I attended an event early this year in the European Parliament commemorating the 
atrocities committed at Auschwitz. We were shown a very moving black and white film on 
the horrors of the Warsaw ghetto. Later that evening we saw a film showing young men 
marching through the streets, harassing, attacking, and screaming at Roma people. But 
that film was in colour. It was from Hungary, today. 
… Hate  crime is becoming  increasingly visible all over  Europe.  Last  summer,  far-right 
extremists beat to death a young man in Paris, solely because he was gay. More 
recently, Greece was shocked by the murder of Pavlos Fyssas, a hip hop artist who 
campaigned against the rise of extremism. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#1311115000193
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111w0001.htm#1311115000193
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46465&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UoJIiJR823A
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We have seen the development of Islamophobic, anti-Semitic and white supremacist 
ideology in far-right groups. These groups are also anti-democratic, intolerant, and 
violent. They are divisive, using one another to create suspicion and hatred between 
communities. These groups are behind a mounting wave of harassment and violence 
targeting asylum seekers, immigrants, ethnic minorities and sexual minorities in many 
European countries. … 
Anti-Semitic hate crime was experienced by one in every four Jewish people responding 
to a recent survey, while every second Jewish person responding feared becoming the 
victim of a hate-crime. In countries that collect reliable data on such hate crimes, one 
sees high levels of anti-Semitic incidents. 
It is not just in the streets that these minorities face abuse. Online tools like chatrooms 
and social media is a force for good when countering intolerance and discrimination. But 
these tools can also be hijacked to deliver messages of hate. … 
Hate crimes have their roots in intolerance and ignorance. I am therefore very concerned 
that we are not just seeing more hate crime being committed. We are also seeing a shift 
in attitudes towards minorities. During the last decade, attitudes towards Muslims, Jews, 
and Roma worsened, according to the European Values Study. The same is true of 
attitudes towards immigrants. … 
But there is a worrying lack of political courage and leadership on these issues. Rather 
than defend the contributions made by migrants and minorities in the EU, politicians too 
often join populist parties in blaming minorities for strains on their social security 
systems, for problems in their healthcare systems or for high unemployment. … 
The European Parliament has long been a strong voice in the struggle against 
intolerance and prejudice. It has stressed the need for more work; to promote respect for 
fundamental rights, to make hate crime visible, and to condemn those who stand by 
while hate crimes are committed. … 
The problem of hate crime is not limited to a few EU Member States. It is one that affects 
us all, no matter where we are from or where we live and work. … 
Hate crime is an issue which deserves political involvement at the highest level to bring 
home the message that it is not acceptable, anywhere in the EU. 
But political statements and declarations are of course not enough. They have to be 
translated into concrete actions with a real impact. … 
The Network of more than 600 experts from across Europe supports the Member States 
in countering violent extremism. It has done work for example on the use of the internet 
to prevent violent intolerance and on how to encourage young people to think critically 
about bigoted material. … 
We also fund activities which seek to preserve the memory of the mass violations of 
human rights during the period of Nazism and Stalinism. The Commission will increase 
its financial support for such remembrance projects in the years to come. … 
The European Cybercrime Centre at Europol is working closely with Member States to 
assess how to counter hate crimes committed using or facilitated by online tools. … 
But legislation, resources and EU agency support will not be enough if hate crimes are 
hidden away, if they are not reported to the police. When almost 80% of incidents of 
serious homophobic violence goes unreported each year, when between 75% and 90% 
of victims of serious racist and xenophobic violence do not inform the police, law 
enforcement is simply unable to do its job. 
One big problem is that many victims do not report the crimes against them to the police 
because they do not feel anything will happen as a result. Others keep silent for fear of a 
negative reaction from law enforcement agencies. 
This points to a lack of trust in police forces by minority groups who are victims hate 
crimes. The EU can and should assist Member States in building that trust. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-909_en.htm?locale=en  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Grand Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-
gc0001.htm#1311116000087  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-
0001.htm#1311117000344  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-
0001.htm#1311117000346  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131111-
0002.htm#13111144000229  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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