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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Counter-terrorism 
Mr Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what assessment 
she has made of the work of the Prevent task force; and if she will make a statement. 
[173544] 

James Brokenshire:The Extremism Task Force (ETF), established in early June, 
has been an opportunity for Ministers to look together at how we should confront 
all forms of extremism and radicalisation in this country. It builds on the Prevent 
Strategy which we published in 2011. 
In implementing the Prevent Strategy, we have closed down more websites, 
excluded more hate preachers for reasons linked to Prevent, and intervened to 
help many more people vulnerable to radicalisation. But we can, and should do 
more, and the task force provides the vehicle. 
In our meetings, we have looked at: tackling radicalisation in institutions 
(mosques, madrassahs, schools, colleges, universities and prisons); supporting 
faith and community leadership to build strong, integrated and united 
communities; options for disrupting extremists; and how best to tackle online 
radicalisation. 
We will update on further progress in due course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131105/text/131105w0
001.htm#13110584000032  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Louise Ellman (669) 80th anniversary of the Wiener Library for the study of 
Holocaust and contemporary genocide  – That this House congratulates The Wiener 
Library as it celebrates its 80th anniversary; notes that the Library was founded in 1933 
by Dr Alfred Wiener who spent years warning German politicians, industrialists and 
ordinary  citizens  of what  a Nazi  takeover r would mean;  recognises that on  the eve of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131105/text/131105w0001.htm#13110584000032
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World War II, Dr Wiener brought his library to the UK and placed it at the disposal of 
Britain's war effort, contributing significantly to the success of the Nuremberg Trials and 
later the prosecution of Adolf Eichmann; further notes that today, The Wiener Library's 
unparalleled collection defines it as a key player in Holocaust research, commemoration 
and education; and expresses its commitment to ensuring that The Wiener Library will 
continue to be indispensable to those touched by the Holocaust, to those studying its 
causes and consequences and to anyone committed to strengthening democratic values 
as a bulwark against anti-Semitism, racism and religious intolerance. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/669  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Persecution of Christians (Middle East) 
includes: 
col 1WH  Fiona Bruce: … Christianity is the most persecuted faith worldwide … 
The former Chief Rabbi, Lord Sacks, in his outgoing interview with The Daily Telegraph, 
discussed the persecution of Christians in the middle east with the deepest concern of 
any current issue, saying that 
“this is a human tragedy that is going almost unremarked… it is the religious equivalent 
of ethnic cleansing. … At the beginning of the 19th century, Christians represented 20% 
of the population of the Arab world, today 2%. This is a story that is crying out for a public 
voice”. … 

 

col 2WH … Fiona Bruce: … We should be crying out with the same abhorrence and 
horror that we feel about the terrible atrocities towards Jews on Kristallnacht and on other 
occasions in Germany during the second world war. …  

 

col 3WH  Mark Field: In this context, it is important to recognise that there is one state in 
the middle east with a proud record of allowing a large degree of religious freedom, 
irrespective of other elements of the problems that it faces within its borders: Israel. I 
hope that my hon. Friend will say a few words about how religious freedom, at least, is 
protected in Israel, not just for the 2% of its population who are Christian, but for the 16% 
who are Muslim. 

 

Fiona Bruce: My hon. Friend is quite right, which is why I did not include Israel in the list 
that I read out. The report does not include it among the areas of extreme persecution. I 
respect what is being done in Israel, although I must say that concerns are now being 
expressed in Palestine about increasing persecution there. … 

 

col 10WH  Jim Shannon: … Some 100,000 Christians will be killed in a year—one every 
hour—and 2 million will be persecuted. Such statistics put the matter into perspective. … 
A century ago, about 20% of the population in north Africa and the middle east were 
Christian, according to Open Doors, but that figure has now dropped to just 4% of the 
population, which is due to persecution. …  

 

col 11WH  David Burrowes: … 11 Christians are killed around the world every hour, 
seven days a week, 365 days a year, for reasons related to their faith. And increasing 
numbers of Christians are being killed in the middle east, which is why it is right to focus 
on the region. … 

 

col 20WH  Guto Bebb: … it is important to highlight the difference between the way in 
which Israel and neighbouring countries behave towards their religious minorities. 
The key point is that the Christian population in Israel has increased a thousandfold since 
the country was established. Christians serve in the Supreme Court, the Knesset and the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/669
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and they are contributing to a stronger country. The situation 
of Christians in Israel can be contrasted with that of Christians in the west bank, where 
the Christian population has fallen quite dramatically. In 1948, about 15% of Palestinians 
identified themselves as Christian; today, that figure has fallen to about 2%. In many 
ways, the strongest, most economically prosperous country in the middle east is also the 
most welcoming of religious minorities. When we discuss this issue, it is important to 
place on record the fact that there is, in the middle east, a country that shows us how 
things can be done differently, and that is leading to a more prosperous situation for all 
the citizens of that country, regardless of their religion. …  

 

col 21WH  Ian Lucas: … it is no coincidence that that country [Israel], with its tolerance 
for religious minorities, is a democracy. …  

 

col 22WH  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr Hugo 
Swire): … The Government believe that people of all religious faiths or none should be 
deeply concerned about this issue, which touches on the fundamental human right of the 
freedom to choose what to believe, how to practice one’s faith and whether to change 
one’s belief. Such a right should be a precious part of any society. That is why the 
Government utterly condemn all instances of violence and discrimination against 
individuals or groups because of their faith or belief. …  
col 24WH  It is true that less than 2% of the population of Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories is Christian today, compared with 22% at the end of the British 
mandate in 1948. I heard what my hon. Friends said, but we continue to be concerned 
about access to holy sites for all, including Christians and Muslims. … 
To read the full transcript of the debate see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131105/halltext/131105
h0001.htm#13110555000001  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how they assess the impact of current 
prisoner releases on the progress of negotiations between Israel and Palestine for a 
comprehensive peace agreement. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: My Lords, we warmly welcome the courageous 
decision by Prime Minister Netanyahu’s Government to release 26 Palestinian 
prisoners. We pay tribute to the leadership of Secretary of State Kerry, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and, of course, President Abbas for the progress made. We 
urge both sides to take further measures to build trust and avoid steps that 
undermine the prospects for peace, including Israel’s recent settlement 
announcements. Britain stands ready to support efforts to secure a lasting peace. 

Lord Hylton: … Will the Government do whatever is possible to help genuine 
confidence-building measures and to discourage provocation—for example, by 
preventing attacks and retaliations, and rhetorical and impossible land claims? Does he 
agree that a calm climate for the long-delayed final-status negotiations is urgently 
needed? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … there are unfortunately individuals on all sides of 
this conflict who seek to derail any attempts at peace. The Government stand with 
those who are looking to work towards peace between Israel and Palestine … Let 
me once again reiterate that we are calling upon both sides, because the violence 
we have seen by extremist settlers and the rocket attacks on Gaza are derailing a 
peace process which really needs to reach a conclusion. 

Lord Bach: … will the Minister tell the House what judgment Her Majesty’s Government 
have come to on the role that the UK might play in the next important few months and 
what role the quartet might play in that same period? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131105/halltext/131105h0001.htm#13110555000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131105/halltext/131105h0001.htm#13110555000001
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary 
has made it clear that there is no greater global priority for the UK than the search 
for peace in the Middle East. … 

Baroness Williams of Crosby: While it is very welcome that 26 of the Palestinians 
internees have been released, there are still many thousands of Palestinians in prison. 
Does the Minister agree that further steps to release yet more prisoners and perhaps, 
equally importantly, a pause in the settlement policy, at least while the negotiations are 
continuing, would be very welcome steps towards the outcome we all want to see? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … the UK Government retain their position that the 
settlements in East Jerusalem and the West Bank are classified as illegal and do 
not help in the process for peace. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: … This particular prisoner release was painful for Israel 
because of the nature of the offences committed by these Palestinians. On the best 
evidence available to the Government, do they think that the rather ambitious timetable 
set for negotiations is now realistic? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … it has been a painful process for the Government 
of Israel. Indeed, reports have suggested that up to 80% of the Israeli population 
were against such releases. … the timetable has been set. … We, and the whole 
international community, must work together to ensure that we reach successful 
conclusions to these talks by April next year. … 

Lord Stoddart of Swindon: Does the noble Lord agree that one of the greatest 
provocations between Israel and the Palestinians is the building on occupied land by the 
Israelis in direct contravention of the United Nations resolutions banning such building? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … the UK Government’s position is quite clear. 
These settlements on Palestinian land beyond the 1967 borders—be they in East 
Jerusalem or in the West Bank—are illegal. 

Lord Grocott: … the Israeli Government are quite deliberately making the situation more 
difficult by the continual expansion of the settlements. Quite apart from that being in clear 
violation of international law, is it not also crystal clear that the longed-for, two-state 
solution, to which nearly everyone at least states themselves to be committed, becomes 
more and more difficult to achieve so long as that settlement activity continues? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … the window of opportunity is fast closing. … We 
are all working towards finding a two-state solution which guarantees the security 
of the State of Israel from rocket attacks but also guarantees a viable, 
economically independent Palestinian state. These peoples share a history but we 
have to look at the reality on the ground today, and we call upon both sides to 
recognise that they also share a future—one of peace and economic prosperity. 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131105-
0001.htm#13110570000407  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of construction units both completed and started in existing settlements in 
the Occupied Territories, including illegal outposts, since the peace talks began in July 
2013.[HL2927] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire (LD): There is currently no reliable information on the 
number of construction units both completed and started in Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Territories over the period requested, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131105w0001.htm#131
10569000250  
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East visits Israel 
… Hugh Robertson, the FCO’s new Minister of State for the Middle East, visited Israel in 
his first overseas visit in the role. … Mr Robertson’s visit was a chance to see firsthand 
the flourishing partnership between the UK and Israel and to take stock of progress on 
recently re-launched peace negotiations with the Israeli government. 
The minister received a briefing from the UK-Israel Tech Hub which partners British 
companies with the best of Israeli innovation. …  
At the end of the visit, Mr Robertson laid a wreath at Yad Vashem, the memorial of the 
Jewish people to those who died in the Holocaust.  
Commenting on the trip, Foreign Office Minister Hugh Robertson said: “… It was 
extremely encouraging to see firsthand such a flourishing partnership. Whether it is in 
tech, science, trade or education, the UK and Israel are forging links that we are excited 
about.  
… We strongly support the courageous decisions taken by both Israeli and Palestinian 
leaderships to re-enter talks. I made clear my understanding of Israel’s security needs 
and the UK’s admiration for the bold steps taken by Prime Minister Netanyahu in 
releasing prisoners, but I reiterated the UK’s strong concern over recent settlement 
announcements. The UK has consistently condemned settlement expansion, and I told 
Mr Elkin that these announcements are eroding support for Israel in the UK. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-visits-israel  
 
FCO Minister visits the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
… Hugh Robertson, visited the Occupied Palestinian Territories as part of his first 
regional visit since his appointment. …  The trip was an opportunity to see the situation 
on the ground, to take stock of progress in the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations and to strengthen further the ties between the British and Palestinian 
peoples.  The Minister was briefed on the impact of the Occupation and the range of 
human rights issues facing the Palestinian people. He … saw firsthand the impact of the 
separation barrier, settlement expansion and house demolitions on the daily lives of the 
local community. … 
The Minister held a number of high level political meetings including with Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, Prime Minister Professor Rami Al Hamdallah, Palestinian 
Foreign Minister Dr Riyad Al Malki, and Palestinian Chief Negotiator Dr Saeb Erekat. The 
Minister reiterated Britain’s strong support for ongoing peace negotiations, expressed 
concern at the deteriorating situation on the ground and underlined the importance of 
building strong, effective and accountable institutions for the future Palestinian state. 
Following his meetings, Foreign Office Minister Hugh Robertson said: “… I salute the 
courageous decisions taken by both the Israeli and Palestinian leaderships to re-enter 
final status negotiations. I made clear to President Abbas Britain’s strong support for a 
two-state solution based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as the 
capital of two states. … I made clear to President Abbas that Britain views settlements as 
illegal. Britain has consistently condemned settlement announcements. The most recent 
announcement of 1889 illegal settlement units is deeply concerning. … 
I encouraged President Abbas to show continued courage despite these challenges. With 
strong leadership from the United States, bold decisions from the parties, and robust 
support from Britain and the wider international community, we must seize the 
opportunity of the current peace talks to end this conflict once and for all. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-visits-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131105-
0001.htm#13110570000410  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131105-
0002.htm#13110596000236  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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