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Israel 

House of Commons Questions 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
col 756  T4. [900756] Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): Rocket 
attacks on Israel from Gaza have resumed, and Hamas threatens to restart suicide 
attacks. Will the Minister condemn the statement from the leader of Hamas that the 
Palestinians should withdraw from peace talks and launch a third intifada? Does he 
believe that the Palestinian Authority are sufficiently strong and well motivated to resist 
that call? 

Mr Hague: I believe that the Palestinian Authority are certainly well motivated—
that is a good way to put it. I believe that President Abbas is a courageous man of 
peace, and he has taken many risks and overcome much opposition in order to 
get back into the peace process and into negotiations with Israel. I absolutely 
condemn any encouragement to him to do anything other than that, and Hamas 
for saying that that should cease. We want to see those negotiations continue 
over the coming weeks and bring success. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131029/debtext/13102
9-0001.htm#13102964000033  
 

Palestinian Child Detainees 
1. Alex Cunningham (Stockton North) (Lab): What assessment he has made of the 
treatment of Palestinian child detainees in Israel. [900728] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Hugh 
Robertson): Before answering, may I briefly place on the record my appreciation 
for the work of my predecessor, my hon. Friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt)? He will be greatly missed by his many friends in the 
House and across the region. 
Despite some progress, we retain serious concerns about Israel’s treatment of 
Palestinian child detainees. The British ambassador in Tel Aviv wrote again to the 
Israeli Justice Minister on 14 October to urge further action. 

Alex Cunningham: I welcome the Minister to his new post. May I commend the Foreign 
Office report “Children in Military Custody” for exposing how the authorities in Israel 
arrest Palestinian children in the middle of the night, interrogate them without parents or 
lawyers present, bully them into signing confessions in a language they do not 
understand, and jail children as young as 12 years old? Will the Minister outline what 
action he is taking and tell the House how many of the 40 recommendations in the report 
have been carried out? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131029/debtext/131029-0001.htm#13102964000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131029/debtext/131029-0001.htm#13102964000033
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Hugh Robertson: I am due to make my first visit to the region next week, so will 
be addressing many of the concerns outlined in the hon. Gentleman’s question. 
As he knows, the Foreign Office funded the report carried out by Baroness 
Scotland. We continue to urge the Government of Israel to implement it in full. As I 
have said, I will be taking that up next week. 

James Clappison (Hertsmere) (Con): I warmly welcome the Minister to his 
responsibilities—if I may say so, he brings a terrific track record. 
Does the Minister agree that the question of detainees is inextricably linked to the overall 
security situation in the region and progress in peace talks? Does he share my concern 
that Hamas is resolutely and literally trying to undermine the peace process in the region 
by building a tunnel from Gaza into Israel, no doubt for the purposes of promoting 
terrorism? What can we do to remove that obstacle? 
Mr Speaker: That was quite a cheeky attempt by the hon. Gentleman. I think the Minister 
should try to focus his remarks on the issue of child detainees. We are grateful to him for 
doing so. 

Hugh Robertson: Thank you, Mr Speaker—it will, of course, be a great pleasure. 
As I said in my answer to the previous question, I look forward to my initial visit to 
the region next week. The concerns that my hon. Friend raises will be a topic of 
much discussion. The encouraging thing is that, for the first time in many years, 
we are in a process. I encourage both sides to engage in that peace process for 
the greater good of the country and the region. 

Andy Slaughter (Hammersmith) (Lab): When the Minister visits the region, will he raise 
with his Israeli counterparts why Israel is the only country in the world that systematically 
tries children in military courts, and why about a quarter of the children currently in 
custody are held in Israel, which is also contrary to international law? 

Hugh Robertson: Yes, I will do so. As I have said, the Foreign Office helped to 
fund Baroness Scotland’s excellent report into many of the issues surrounding 
child detainees. We not only funded that report, but entirely support it. During my 
time as a Minister, I will do everything I can to ensure that its recommendations 
are properly and correctly implemented. 

David Burrowes (Enfield, Southgate) (Con): I join hon. Members who have concerns 
about the treatment of detainees, but is it not important to focus on the source of the 
problem, which is Palestinian children being infected by the glorification of violence and 
hate education, which, sadly, are supported by the Palestinian Authority? Can the 
Minister assure me that taxpayer funding does not support such activities? 

Hugh Robertson: Yes, on the basis of three weeks’ work, I can give my hon. 
Friend that assurance. In a sense, his question points to the importance of 
everybody concerned getting behind the peace process. If that comes 
successfully to fruition, many of those problems will be solved in its wake. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131029/debtext/13102
9-0001.htm#13102964000019  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
the government of Israel about the use of attack-dogs and the firing of rubber-coated 
bullets at non-violent civilian demonstrators in recent years in the Palestinian Occupied 
Territories.[HL2701] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): The UK has repeatedly made representations to Israel regarding the 
manner in which the Israeli Defence Force polices  non-violent protests,  including  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131029/debtext/131029-0001.htm#13102964000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131029/debtext/131029-0001.htm#13102964000019
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use of live ammunition. Our officials from the Embassy in Tel Aviv last raised the 
issue with the Israeli Prime Minister's Office on 17 September. 
The Government has also highlighted the issue of appropriate use of force in 
policing protests in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s annual human rights 
report. We welcomed the second report of the Turkel Commission, which looked 
at dealing with complaints relating to use of force and urged Israel to implement 
the report’s recommendations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#131
02971000419 
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the recent report published by Kerem Navot Israeli Settler Agriculture as a Means of 
Land Takeover in the West Bank.[HL2714] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We are aware of the report mentioned but have made no assessment of it 
to date. Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
remains clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and 
make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of structures demolished in Area C of the West Bank in the first half of 
2013 that are scheduled for rebuilding.[HL2715] 

Baroness Warsi: We have made no independent assessment. However, 
according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN 
OHCA), 343 structures were demolished by the Israeli authorities in Area C 
between 1 January and 1 July 2013. No statistics are available as to how many of 
those structures are scheduled for rebuilding. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what research has been conducted 
into the effects of Israeli industrial pollutants from the Barqan settlement on the health of 
Palestinians living in Bruqeen village.[HL2716] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government has carried out no independent 
research into this issue. However, we are aware of a study by Friends of The 
Earth Middle East which predicted that pollution from the Barqan industrial area 
will reach groundwater within 15 years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#131
02971000420  

 
Palestine 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the Department for 
International Development's support for "the right to legal representation for the 
Palestinians" as stated in its Palestinian Programme Operational Plan 2011–15, whether 
that support has resulted in any Palestinian civilians with life-changing injuries securing 
compensation through the Israeli legal system.[HL2713] 

Baroness Northover (LD): DFID helps to fund the Norwegian Refugee Council 
(NRC), who work through local partners to provide legal aid to Palestinians, 
including to farmers and fishermen in the Access Restricted Areas in Gaza. The 
NRC has taken on some cases where Gazans have been injured by live fire from 
Israeli forces in the Access Restricted Areas. So far none of these cases has 
resulted in compensation being paid. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#131
02971000425  
 

Palestine and Gaza 
Lord Hylton:  To ask  Her Majesty’s  Government  how many  British  citizens have been  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#13102971000419
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#13102971000419
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#13102971000420
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#13102971000420
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#13102971000425
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#13102971000425
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killed in the Palestinian Occupied Territories, including Gaza, since January 1993; and 
whether the government of Israel has accepted responsibility in any of those cases, to 
what effect.[HL2700] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We are unable to answer the question in the time available as the 
information requested, covering twenty years, is not held centrally. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029w0001.htm#131
02971000426  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131029-
0001.htm#13102966000683  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/su032-VII-a.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/am050-c.htm  
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Scottish Parliament 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
** closes in 2 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
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