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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Questions 

Animal Welfare 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
will be the practical requirements of paragraph 5(a) of Schedule 3 to the Welfare of 
Animals at Time of Killing in England 2012 Regulations, if it reverts to the requirement in 
the current Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995 for rapid, 
uninterrupted movements of the knife. [172538] 

George Eustice: The requirement for rapid, uninterrupted movements of the knife 
in paragraph 5(a) of Schedule 3 of the latest draft of the Welfare of Animals at the 
Time of Killing Regulations is the same requirement as that in paragraph 6(b) of 
Schedule 12 of the Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) Regulations 1995. 
The only difference is that the former specify that the knife must be hand-held. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
practical changes will emerge for those engaging in religious slaughter as a result of the 
Welfare of Animals at the Time of Killing in England 2012 Regulations. [172539] 

George Eustice: Following last year's consultation, the Government has made 
clear that it will retain existing national rules for religious slaughter in the Welfare 
of Animals at the Time of Killing Regulations where they give greater protection 
than EU Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of animals at the time of killing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131028/text/131028w0
001.htm#13102831000008  
 
 

House of Lords Question 

Schools: External Visitors and Contributors 
Lord Storey: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will publish best practice 
guidance for schools that work with external visitors and contributors, and in particular, 
religion and belief groups.[HL2750] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash) 
(Con): External visitors to schools can provide a valuable contribution to 
children’s learning and to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
How best to involve external visitors in schools will always be a matter for 
judgement by  headteachers.  On religious believers  visiting schools in  particular,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131028/text/131028w0001.htm#13102831000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131028/text/131028w0001.htm#13102831000008
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headteachers are able to draw on guidance issued in 2007 by the National 
Association of Teachers of Religious Education, which is available at: 
www.natre.org.uk/docstore/rbvs.pdf. 
Schools must be trusted to observe best practice and fulfil their legal duties and 
we do not feel it is necessary to issue new guidance on this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028w0001.htm#131
0282000308  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Natascha Engel (632) All-Party Inquiry into Electoral Conduct – That this House 
notes the publication of a report by the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Electoral 
Conduct; welcomes the cross-party nature of the report and the engagement of such a 
wide range of political parties in the process; further welcomes the recommendations of 
that report, including the call for the Equality and Human Rights Commission and 
Electoral Commission to enhance their activities in facing down racism and discrimination 
during elections; and calls on the Government, the Electoral Commission, the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission and the police to respond fully to the recommendations 
of the inquiry. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/632  
 
 
 

All-Party Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism 

All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Electoral Conduct  
Over the past year, a cross-party parliamentary panel of inquiry, chaired by Natascha 
Engel MP has taken written and oral evidence on electoral conduct with a particular 
focus on racism and discrimination in campaigning. … 
Key Findings include:  

 That cross-party agreement on framework for reporting discrimination during 
campaigns should be brokered by the Equality and Human Rights Commission … 

 That Political Parties should address the significant gaps that exist in anti-
discrimination training, improve welfare support networks and encourage 
candidates to break the culture of silence over victimhood. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Report-Press-Release.docx  

 
Report of the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Electoral Conduct  
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Electoral-Conduct-Inquiry-Report.pdf  
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Holocaust 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“Everyone turned a blind eye”- UN Rights Chief at Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum 
… UN Human Rights Chief Navi Pillay visited the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum where 
she held candles in front of the death wall and signed the commemoration book for the 
victims of the Nazi regime. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028w0001.htm#1310282000308
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028w0001.htm#1310282000308
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/632
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Report-Press-Release.docx
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Electoral-Conduct-Inquiry-Report.pdf
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Her message reads: “All those who deny the Holocaust happened, or who indulge in anti-
Semitism or other forms of racism, xenophobia, or discrimination of any sort, should visit 
Auschwitz so they realize where such behaviour can lead. The warning signs were there 
for all to see in the 1930s, yet everyone turned a blind eye. … It is a truly humbling and 
harrowing experience to feel the chill of true evil and immense tragedy that still 
permeates the walls and grounds of this terrible place. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Everyoneturnedablindeye.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Question 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning (1) the three Palestinian civilians who were 
shot and killed by live fire in Qalandia refugee camp on 26 August, and (2) the civilian 
killed in Jenin refugee camp on 20 August.[HL2465] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv made representations over the 
death of a Palestinian civilian at the Jenin refugee camp with the Israeli Prime 
Minister's office on 21 and 23 August. They also stressed our concern over the 
use of live fire by the Israeli Defence Force resulting in the deaths of three 
Palestinian civilians in Qalandia refugee camp with the Office of the Coordinator 
of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) on 29 August. They have 
subsequently made representations on the general issue of Israeli military 
incursions into Palestinian population areas and use of live fire to the Israeli Prime 
Minister’s office on 17 September. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028w0001.htm#131
0282000302  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Everyoneturnedablindeye.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028w0001.htm#1310282000302
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028w0001.htm#1310282000302
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028-
gc0001.htm#13102814000131  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/ml032-VII.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
** closes in 3 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028-gc0001.htm#13102814000131
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131028-gc0001.htm#13102814000131
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/ml032-VII.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-Education.html
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-Education.html
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf
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Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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