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Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

Increasing the importance of faith tourism in Wales 
Minister for the Economy, Science and Transport, Edwina Hart has launched Visit Wales’ 
Faith Tourism Action plan … to increase the number of visitors to our Places of Worship 
and Sacred Sites and to identify ways in which this significant part of our heritage can be 
enhanced as an attraction to visitors and locals alike. 
“… Churches and chapels have a presence in every community and the activities within 
Wales’ places of worship have helped shape its language, culture and way of life. 
Temples of all religions, holy sites and pilgrim trails also have their place. …” … 
To read the full press release sees 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/tourism/2013/8125137/?lang=en  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Iran 
col GC442  Lord Lamont of Lerwick: … Despite Prime Minister Netanyahu saying that it 
is the same old thing with a smile, I do not believe for one minute that President Rouhani 
could have said the sort of things he said with eloquence in the television debates 
without meaning them … 
Israel has made it quite clear that it does not want an agreement between the West and 
Iran. I suspect that it would prefer a country which is beyond the pale. It does not want a 
large country in the Middle East that has normal or near-normal relations with the United 
States. … I do not believe that Iran has any territorial designs on any country; I do 
believe that it has its own security concerns. … 
Then you have the issue of the size of Iran’s enrichment programme. The Israelis say 
that it should be dismantled completely. I think it is clear that that is unacceptable to the 
Iranians. … The breakout period is what concerns Israel: that is, the time it would take to 
break out from a civilian programme to manufacture a weapon. … Even the Israeli 
Defence  Minister  said  yesterday  that  he  believed  Iran was genuine in wanting a deal.  
 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/tourism/2013/8125137/?lang=en
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Israel may be opposed to it, but he said that Iran was genuine in that belief and 
aspiration. … 
To read the full debate see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131024-
gc0001.htm#13102455000433  
 
 

House of Commons Question 

Palestinians 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
recent information her Department has received on the Palestinian Authority's provision 
of welfare payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons; [172428] 
(2) what recent information her Department has received on Israel's provision of canteen 
payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons. [172429] 

Mr Duncan: UK aid does not contribute to any payments made by the Palestinian 
Authority to prisoners or their families, and the Department has not received any 
recent information relating to them. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131025/text/131025w0
002.htm#13102538000073 
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
The Lord Bishop of Worcester: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they 
intend to take to implement the new European Commission guidelines of July 2013 on 
the funding of Israeli settlement-based entities and activities. [HL2650] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): The EU guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities in 
the territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial 
instruments, were prepared to implement the commitment made by EU Foreign 
Ministers in December 2012 to make a distinction in relevant EU programmes and 
agreements between the State of Israel and Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Territories. The guidelines themselves apply to EU, rather than individual Member 
State programmes, and will be implemented by the European Commission. The 
guidelines are due to be implemented in January 2014. 

The Lord Bishop of Worcester: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their 
assessment of whether the new European Commission guidelines of July 2013 on Israeli 
settlement-based entities and activities will apply to the Horizon 2020 research 
programme.[HL2651] 

Baroness Warsi: The Guidelines were intended to implement the commitment 
made by EU Foreign Ministers in December 2012 to make a distinction in relevant 
EU programmes and agreements between the State of Israel and Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Territories, to ensure that no EU funding goes to 
Israeli settlements. They were not intended to prevent the continuation and 
development of economic and scientific co-operation between the EU and Israel. 
Discussions are currently taking place between EU and Israeli officials to find a 
way forward which implements the guidelines whilst enabling Israeli participation 
in Horizon 2020, the EU’s science collaboration programme. 

The Lord Bishop of Worcester: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress is 
being made by the European Commission, the European External Action Service and the 
European  Union’s  Foreign   Affairs   Council  on  the  preparation   of   European  Union  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131024-gc0001.htm#13102455000433
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131024-gc0001.htm#13102455000433
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131025/text/131025w0002.htm#13102538000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131025/text/131025w0002.htm#13102538000073
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guidelines on the labelling of Israeli settlement products.[HL2652] 
Baroness Warsi: We welcome the commitment of the High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Rt. Hon Baroness Ashton of 
Upholland, to prepare EU-wide guidelines on the labelling of settlement produce, 
and understand it is a complex process. The issue of settlement produce remains 
a subject of ongoing discussion with our EU partners, the European Commission, 
and the European External Action Service. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131024w0001.htm#131
02459000440  
 
 

Aid to the Church in Need 

Persecuted and Forgotten? A Report on Christians oppressed for their Faith 2011-2013  
pp87-91: Israel and Palestine 
http://www.fundacao-
ais.pt/uploads/user_id_1/file/20131016192213_Relatorio_Persecuted_Forgotten.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Developing the content of the annual return and information displayed on the 
register of charities: Analysis of consultation responses 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/547355/analysis_of_consultation_responses.pdf 
 
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Opinion of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights on the Framework 
Decision on Racism and Xenophobia – with special attention to the rights of 
victims of crime  
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-opinion-2-2013-framework-decision-racism-
xenophobia_en.pdf  
 
 

European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 

Annual Report 1 January to 31 December 2012 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202012.pdf
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131024w0001.htm#13102459000440
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http://www.fundacao-ais.pt/uploads/user_id_1/file/20131016192213_Relatorio_Persecuted_Forgotten.pdf
http://www.fundacao-ais.pt/uploads/user_id_1/file/20131016192213_Relatorio_Persecuted_Forgotten.pdf
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/547355/analysis_of_consultation_responses.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-opinion-2-2013-framework-decision-racism-xenophobia_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-opinion-2-2013-framework-decision-racism-xenophobia_en.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/activities/Annual_Reports/Annual%20report%202012.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
** closes in 5 days 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf
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Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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