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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Ministerial appointments: 7 October 2013 
 Alistair Carmichael appointed as Secretary of State for Scotland 
 Don Foster appointed as Comptroller of HM Household (Liberal Democrat Chief Whip) 
 Greg Hands confirmed as Treasurer of HM Household (Deputy Chief Whip) 
 Esther McVey appointed as Minister of State (Employment) at Department for Work & 

Pensions 
 Greg Clark appointed as Minister of State (Cities and Constitution) at Cabinet Office 
 Mike Penning appointed as Minister of State at Department for Work & Pensions 
 Sajid Javid appointed as Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
 Nicky Morgan appointed as Economic Secretary at HM Treasury 
 Andrew Robathan appointed as Minister of State at Northern Ireland Office 
 Matt Hancock appointed as Minister of State for Skills & Enterprise jointly at 

Department for Business, Innovation & Skills and Department for Education 
 Helen Grant appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Sport and 

Equalities) at Department for Culture, Media & Sport 
 Baroness Kramer appointed as Minister of State at Department for Transport 
 Hugh Robertson appointed as Minister of State at Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
 Norman Baker appointed as Minister of State at Home Office 
 Shailesh Vara appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Ministry of Justice 
 George Eustice appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department for 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
 Robert Goodwill appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department for Transport
 Baroness Stowell appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department for 

Communities and Local Government 
 Dan Rogerson appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department for 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
 Stephen Williams appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department for 

Communities and Local Government 
 Jane Ellison appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department of Health 
 Anna Soubry appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Ministry of Defence 
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 Kris Hopkins appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary at Department for 
Communities and Local Government 

 Karen Bradley and Sam Gymiah appointed as Whips (Lord Commissioners) 
 Amber Rudd, Claire Perry, Gavin Barwell and John Penrose appointed as Assistant Whips
 Baroness Jolly appointed as a Whip in the House of Lords 
 Desmond Swayne appointed as Vice Chamberlain of HM Household (Senior Whip) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-appointments-7-october-2013  
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Israel 
United Nations 

At UN, Israel insists tough sanctions must remain to deter Iranian nuclear threat 
… “Last year when I spoke here at the UN I drew a red line. Now, Iran has been very 
careful not to cross that line but Iran is positioning itself to race across that line in the 
future at a time of its choosing,” Mr. Netanyahu said, referring to his speech to the 
Assembly’s 2012 General Debate. … Iran is not building a peaceful nuclear programme; 
Iran is developing nuclear weapons,” he declared, warning that “a nuclear-armed Iran” 
would have a choke-hold on the world’s energy supplies, and would trigger nuclear 
proliferation throughout the Middle East. “It would make the spectre of nuclear terrorism a 
clear and present danger.” …  Turning to the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, he said 
that Israel “continues to seek an historic compromise with our Palestinian neighbours, 
one that ends our conflict once and for all.” Israel wants peace based on security and 
mutual recognition, in which a demilitarized Palestinian State recognizes the Jewish 
State of Israel, he said. “I remain committed to achieving an historic reconciliation and 
building a better future for Israelis and Palestinians alike,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46167&Cr=general+debate&Cr1=#.UlG
cUmT09K4  
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Other Relevant Information 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

Committee condemns violations of the physical integrity of children 
“Some parents, often with the best of intentions, give their consent to medically 
unjustified operations or interventions, which may have serious consequences for the 
physical integrity of their children, some of whom suffer for the rest of their lives,” said 
Marlene Rupprecht (Germany, SOC), whose report was today adopted by the PACE 
Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development.   
The practices condemned by Ms Rupprecht include the circumcision of young boys for 
religious reasons, female genital mutilation in some cultures, medical interventions in the 
case of intersexual children, and the submission to or coercion of children into piercings, 
tattoos or plastic surgery. … 
The report recommends various steps that can be taken to effectively protect children … 
and, in the longer term, changing deeply rooted and unquestioned religious and cultural 
practices that can very often be harmful to children. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=4576&lang=2&cat  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-appointments-7-october-2013
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46167&Cr=general+debate&Cr1=#.UlGcUmT09K4
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46167&Cr=general+debate&Cr1=#.UlGcUmT09K4
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=4576&lang=2&cat
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PACE refutes comparisons between the 'circumcision of boys' and 'female genital 
mutilation' 
The resolution adopted last Tuesday on ‘Children’s right to physical integrity’ in no way 
compares the circumcision of boys to female genital mutilation,” declared Marlene 
Rupprecht (Germany, SOC), rapporteur of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE), responding today to criticism of the resolution by the Israeli authorities. 
"We did mention different categories of violation of the physical integrity of children, 
which we, however, very clearly distinguished and did not mix up in any way.” 
“The text adopted by the parliamentarians in a vote does not intend to stigmatise any 
religious community or its practices. On the contrary, the Assembly calls for public 
debate, including intercultural and interreligious dialogue, aimed at reaching a wide 
consensus on the rights of children to protection against violations of their physical 
integrity.” 
“It is the Council of Europe’s mandate to promote the respect for human rights, including 
children’s rights, on an equal footing with the fight against racism, anti-Semitism and 
xenophobia,” Ms Rupprecht concluded. 
http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/NewsManager/EMB_NewsManagerView.asp?ID=9145  
 
Children’s right to physical integrity 
http://www.assembly.coe.int/ASP/Doc/XrefViewPDF.asp?FileID=20057&Language=EN  
 
 

Ofsted 

More than half of schools found to be failing pupils on religious education 
… The schools inspectorate said, in Religious education: realising the potential, that 
religious education makes an important contribution to pupils’ development, both 
personal and academic. It does so by promoting respect and empathy, which are 
increasingly important in an ever more globalised and multicultural 21st century. While 
inspectors identified examples of good practice they found that six out of ten schools 
examined in this report failed to realise the subject’s full potential. 
The report finds low standards; weak teaching; a confused sense of purpose of what 
religious education is about; training gaps; and weaknesses in the way religious 
education is examined. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/more-half-of-schools-found-be-failing-pupils-religious-
education?news=21667  
 
Religious education: realising the potential 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/surveys-and-good-
practice/r/Religious%20education%20-%20realising%20the%20potential.pdf  
 
 

Theos 

More than an Educated Guess: Assessing the evidence on faith schools    
http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/files/files/More%20than%20an%20educated%20guess.pdf  
 
 

Pew Forum 

A Portrait of Jewish Americans  
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2013/10/jewish-american-full-report-for-web.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx   
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_SubordinateLegislationCommittee/Reports/suR-13-
51w.pdf  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing 
date 1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
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Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
** Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm  
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