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Home Affairs 

Office of National Statistics 

2011 census releases 

Local Characteristic tables on ethnicity, identity, language and religion for output areas in 
England and Wales 
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/local_characteristics  
 
New health geographies (clinical commissioning groups and NHS area teams) for Quick 
Statistics, Key Statistics and Local Characteristics 
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/articles/753.aspx  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to publish their 
own guidelines to supplement the recent European Union rules which prohibit funding to 
Israeli bodies connected with settlements. [HL1828] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The EU 
guidelines on the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities in the territories 
occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial instruments, 
were prepared to implement the commitment made by EU Foreign Ministers in 
December 2012 to make a distinction in relevant EU agreements between the 
State of Israel and Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories. 
We welcome the guidelines, which are fully in line with the UK’s policy towards the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, but we currently have no plans to publish 
national guidelines. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assurances they seek from 
the government of Israel about the uses to which arms sold to that country will be put 
before granting export licences for such areas. [HL1831] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, 
Innovation    and   Skills    (Viscount   Younger   of   Leckie):    Export   licence  
 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/local_characteristics
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applications require supporting documentation to help verify the end-use of the 
goods to be exported. Where the export is for the end-use of the Israeli 
government, then they would be required to provide the appropriate assurances. 
These assurances are: confirmation of the end-user; details of the specific 
purposes for which the goods are to be used by the end-user; that the goods will 
not be used for any purpose connected with Weapons of Mass Destruction 
(WMD) or missiles capable of delivering such weapons; that they will not be re-
exported or otherwise re-sold or transferred if known or suspected that they are 
intended for WMD; that they will not be re-exported or otherwise re-sold or 
transferred to a destination subject to a UN, EU or OSCE (Organisation for 
Security and co-operation in Europe) embargo and that act would be in breach of 
the terms of that embargo and that the goods, or any replica of them, will not be 
used in any nuclear explosive activity or unsafeguarded nuclear fuel cycle. In 
cases where exports are for the end-use of commercial entities in Israel, then they 
would have responsibility for providing the same assurances that are detailed 
above. 
All export licence applications to Israel are rigorously assessed on a case by case 
basis against the Consolidated European Union (EU) and National Arms Export 
Licensing Criteria. Export licences are not issued where they would be 
inconsistent with the Criteria. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#130
73035000572  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to investigate 
reports of the use of tear gas by Israeli armed forces around and inside Palestinian 
homes in Abu Dis.[HL1826] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We do 
not have any specific plans to investigate these reports but have repeatedly 
expressed concerns with the Israeli authorities about Israel’s policing of non-
violent protests in the West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#130
73035000573  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Kilclooney: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have made any 
representations to the government of Israel regarding the approval process by that 
government for construction of further settlements in the West Bank.[HL1900] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv last raised the issue of settlements with the 
Israeli National Security Advisor on 26 July and with the Israeli Prime Minister’s 
Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the week of 15 July. On the issue of 
Israeli settlements, the UK position is clear: they are illegal under international 
law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a 
shared capital, harder to achieve. We have consistently urged the Israeli 
authorities to cease all settlement building and to remove illegal outposts, as 
required under international law. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised this issue with the 
Israeli authorities at the highest levels during his visit to the region on 23-24 May. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#130
73035000574  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000572
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000572
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000573
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000573
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000574
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#13073035000574
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Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of non-violent protestors killed and injured by (1) live fire, (2) rubber 
bullets, and (3) other weapons, in Palestine since 2002. [HL1827] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have made no assessment of the number of non-violent protestors killed or 
injured in the Occupied Palestinian Territories since 2002. 
According to the website of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs, 3,643 Palestinian civilians have been killed by Israelis since 1 January 
2012 in incidents directly related to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict in the West 
Bank and Gaza strip. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#130
73035000580 
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government , in the light of recent reports that 
the flow of goods from Egypt to Gaza has reduced, what assessment they have made of 
food security in Gaza.[HL1829] 

Baroness Northover: The recent tunnel closures have led to shortages of fuel 
and construction materials in Gaza, rather than outright food shortages. Gaza's 
economy remains fragile and basic goods can quickly become very expensive. 
Around 20,000 jobs in the construction sector have recently been lost, and 
seventy-one percent of the households in Gaza are already either food insecure 
or vulnerable to food insecurity. The knock-on effect following these tunnel 
closures is likely to increase food security within Gaza. 
We are closely monitoring the humanitarian situation, drawing on analysis from 
the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the United Nations Access 
coordination unit and the World Health Organisation. The UK funds the World 
Food Programme (2011-2015) to provide food vouchers to 5750 vulnerable 
households, enabling them to purchase the basic food items, that they need to 
survive. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action the Foreign Secretary 
is taking to follow the recommendations of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on 
the Gaza Conflict.[HL1830] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
aware of the report by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on the last 
Gaza conflict although this did not contain recommendations. 
During the conflict in November 2012, we urged all sides to abide by international 
humanitarian law and to avoid civilian casualties. There is some evidence that the 
Israeli Defence Force exercised greater care in the selection of targets and to 
avoid non-combatant casualties than in previous such operations. However, 
based on the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and other 
independent reports, there remain important concerns over the proportionality of 
certain strikes, as well as the high loss of Palestinian civilian life during Operation 
Pillar of Defence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130730w0001.htm#130
73035000564  
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes resumption of talks between Israelis and Palestinians 
Foreign Secretary William Hague has welcomed the resumption of direct talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians, and the agreement to begin formal negotiations on resolving 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Speaking following US Secretary Kerry’s press conference in Washington, the Foreign 
Secretary said: 
I warmly welcome the resumption of direct talks between Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators in Washington. I congratulate US Secretary of State John Kerry for his 
successful efforts which have led to today’s agreement to begin formal negotiations in 
two weeks’ time, with a view to resolving all final status issues. I also welcome the 
appointment of Martin Indyk as US Special Envoy for Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations. 
The resumption of talks has been possible because of the courageous leadership already 
shown by Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas, as well as the commitment of 
negotiators on both sides. Determined leadership from the United States has also been 
critical and will remain so in the months to come. 
As President Obama and Secretary Kerry have set out, hard work and difficult choices lie 
ahead. We do not underestimate the challenges but firmly believe that if both parties 
continue to show bold leadership, peace is possible. It is also urgent: 2013 must be the 
decisive year for peace. Britain will do all it can to support the Israelis, Palestinians and 
the United States to achieve a two-state solution and the lasting peace that the people of 
the region deserve. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-resumption-of-talks-
between-israelis-and-palestinians  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on the Middle East Peace 
Process 
… I welcome the resumption of direct talks between the Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiating teams in Washington DC and commend once again Secretary of State John 
Kerry's efforts in achieving what is a crucial first step towards a lasting peace. 
Both Israel and the Palestinians have a reliable friend and ally in the European Union. 
The resumption of talks opens new doors both for developing further the EU's 
contribution to peace and security in the region and for deepening our relations with both 
parties. We will remain fully engaged with both parties and will make every effort, 
together with our partners, to ensure that negotiations succeed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138472.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Middle East diplomatic Quartet welcomes renewed Israeli-Palestinian talks 
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the Middle East Quartet today 
welcomed the resumption of direct talks between Israelis and Palestinians … 
“The Quartet commends both President Abbas and Prime Minister Netanyahu for taking 
this courageous decision in the interest of their peoples,” … 
Further to the statement, the Quartet reiterated its calls on all parties to take every 
possible step to promote conditions conducive to the success of the negotiating process 
and to refrain from actions that undermine trust. … 
 “While noting that  much  hard  work  lies  ahead,  the  Quartet  expresses  its  hope  that  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-resumption-of-talks-between-israelis-and-palestinians
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-resumption-of-talks-between-israelis-and-palestinians
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138472.pdf
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renewed negotiations will be substantive and continuous and set a clear path towards a 
two-State solution, the end of conflict, and lasting peace and security for both Israelis and 
Palestinians,” the diplomatic envoys said, expressing the intention to meet soon to 
discuss next steps. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45534&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UfkJ0WSw
Bn8  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45534&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UfkJ0WSwBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45534&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UfkJ0WSwBn8
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf
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Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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