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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Schools: Admission Policies 
Baroness Bakewell: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have plans to 
encourage religiously selective schools to adopt more open admission policies. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Nash): My 
Lords, the coalition supports inclusive admission arrangements. New faith 
academies and free schools may admit only half their intake based on faith where 
they are oversubscribed. The Government also remain strongly committed to faith 
schools, which play a long-established role in our diverse education system. They 
allow parents to choose a school in line with their faith and they make a significant 
contribution to educational standards in this country. 

Baroness Bakewell: … in the light of the government announcement last week of a 
funding initiative for 6,000 new schools, and given that this year the Department for 
Education has already accepted 16 new Christian schools and six Muslim schools, and 
that the Cantle report into the 2001 riots cited religious and ethnic fragmentation as an 
underlying cause, will the Minister tell us whether this Government believe that the 
children of this country should be integrated or segregated? 

Lord Nash: This Government believe strongly that one of the secrets for success 
in this country is that children should be integrated and that all schools should 
teach a balanced all-faith curriculum, even if they have a particular faith-based 
thesis. … 

Baroness Cumberlege: … Is my noble friend aware that Catholic schools are ethnically 
diverse—more diverse than community schools … 

Lord Nash: … I agree that Catholic schools and all faith schools contribute 
strongly to our diverse education system. 

Baroness Whitaker: Will the Government ensure that the duty to promote community 
cohesion works in religiously selective schools now that that responsibility has been 
taken away from Ofsted and the governors themselves may not value it? 

Lord Nash: All state-funded schools are required to promote community 
cohesion. Under the draft citizenship curriculum, pupils will be taught about 
diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the UK and the need 
for mutual respect and understanding. … All state-funded schools are also 
required by law to teach a broad and balanced curriculum that promotes the 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils, and Ofsted’s inspection 
framework includes a focus on this. 

 



 2

 

Baroness Richardson of Calow: Is the Minister aware that not all schools of religious 
character select on faith grounds? … 
Baroness Brinton: … How does the department monitor the percentage of admission by 
faith in schools, particularly in those previously independent religious schools that are 
now free schools. 

Lord Nash: We are very keen that, under the free schools programme, all schools 
have as open an admissions policy as possible, consistent with the general policy 
on faith. … 

Baroness Massey of Darwen: … In every Education Act that I can remember, certainly 
in the past few years, it has been stated that children should be permitted or encouraged 
to have a broad and balanced curriculum. How will faith and free schools enable pupils to 
have such a broad and balanced curriculum? 

Lord Nash: We are very keen that all schools, including free faith schools, are 
open to all faiths and teach all about the major religions practised in this country. 
They are obliged to do so, and Ofsted will inspect against that, as we would 
expect it to do. … 
Lord Nash: … A 2009 independent report commissioned by the Church of 
England analysed Ofsted’s judgments on schools’ promotion of community 
cohesion. The report found that for secondary schools, faith schools contributed 
more highly to community cohesion than community schools and had higher 
average grades than community schools for promoting equality of opportunity and 
eliminating discrimination. … 
Lord Nash: We need a diverse education system that, as I say, is open to all 
faiths and teaches tolerance of all faiths. Indeed, there are good examples of 
faith-based groups running schools or sponsoring schools in Muslim areas, where 
the co-operation is working extremely well. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722-
0001.htm#1307221000323  
 

Young Offender Institutions: Festival and Celebration Dates 
Baroness Stern: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what arrangements are made for 
marking (1) children's birthdays, (2) Mother's Day, (3) Father's Day, (4) Christmas and 
other Christian festivals, (5) Eid-ul-Adha and other Muslim festivals, and (6) other 
religious festivals, in (a) young offender institutions, (b) secure training centres, and (c) 
secure children's homes; and whether the Ministry of Justice or Youth Justice Board 
issue any policy instruction or guidance to establishments in relation to the arrangements 
for marking any of those events.[HL1182] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): We recognise that 
young people benefit from regular contact with family and every effort is made to 
ensure that young people have access to this provision, especially on significant 
days. We respect the right for young people in custody to practise their faith and 
aim to accommodate any requirements of this nature as far as it is practicable. 
(a) Young Offenders Institutions:The National Offender Management Service sets 
out in Prison Service Instruction 51/2011 that all establishments make 
arrangements for offenders to observe all recognised religious occasions. Whilst 
there is no policy to govern arrangements for young people’s birthdays, mother’s 
day and father’s day, each under 18 Young Offenders Institution has 
arrangements in place to appropriately observe culturally significant events. 
(b) Secure Training Centres: The Youth Justice Board does not issue any specific 
policy instruction or guidance on the listed events to establishments. Secure 
Training Centres make arrangements locally. 
(c) Secure Children’s Homes: The Department for Education does not collect or 
hold any information on what arrangements are made for marking the listed 
events. However, the Department is aware that Secure Children’s Homes do 
make their own arrangements to  mark  such  occasions  with  individual  children.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722-0001.htm#1307221000323
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722-0001.htm#1307221000323
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Children’s Homes Guidance and Regulations stipulates that staff must be 
sensitive to matters of religion and as far as practicable, every child placed in a 
children’s home should be offered the support they need so that they are able to 
attend services, receive instruction and observe any requirement of their religious 
beliefs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#130
7223000367  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Letter from Eric Pickles to Muslim organisations following recent criminal attacks 
on mosques 
… we are tackling the hatred that fuels the extremism behind these attacks. Anti Muslim 
hatred, like all forms of hate, is abhorrent and Government is committed to the same 
level of prevention, protection and support for all. Everyone has a right to live free from 
targeted abuse. My Department’s role in stamping out hatred focuses on anti-semitism 
and anti- Muslim hatred, as part of the government hate crime strategy ‘Challenge it, 
Report it, Stop It’ published in January 2012. This strategy includes an action plan that 
focuses on preventing hate crime by challenging attitudes and behaviours that foster 
hatred; increasing reporting and building victim’s confidence in the justice system and 
improving responses.  We are working across Government, and with community and 
faith leaders, to investigate what more Government can do to tackle hatred via our 
support for the DCLG-chaired Anti Muslim Hatred Working Group. This was established 
to consider what more Government and others can do to prevent and tackle anti-Muslim 
hatred and take forward proposals to do so. … 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/224746/13
0719_-_SoS_letter_to_Muslim_organisations_final.pdf  
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Israel 
European Union 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process 
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 
1.  The European Union warmly welcomes the announcement by Secretary of State John 
Kerry … that an agreement has been reached establishing a basis for resuming direct 
final status negotiations between the Palestinians and the Israelis. … 
3.  … continued bold leadership by President Abbas and Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
their sustained willingness to engage in good faith will be crucial to success. … The 
European Union urges all parties to refrain from actions which could undermine the 
negotiation process and the prospects of peace. … 
5.  The European Union will remain fully engaged with both parties and will also continue 
to contribute together with other regional and international partners, including within the 
Quartet, to a negotiated solution on all final status issues, including Jerusalem, borders, 
security, water and refugees. … If an agreement to finally end this conflict were reached, 
the door would open to deepened and enhanced cooperation between the European 
Union and all the countries of the region, contributing to the prospect of a new era of 
peace, security and prosperity. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138293.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#1307223000367
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#1307223000367
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/224746/130719_-_SoS_letter_to_Muslim_organisations_final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/224746/130719_-_SoS_letter_to_Muslim_organisations_final.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138293.pdf
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Freedom of Religion 
The Lord Bishop of Derby: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment 
of the European Union guidelines on promotion and protection of freedom of religion or 
belief, agreed by the Council of Ministers on 24 June.[HL1613] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
worked closely with EU partners to develop guidelines for EU country offices to 
strengthen their work on the right to freedom of religion or belief across the world. 
We were gratified that these guidelines took as their original inspiration the UK’s 
own freedom of religion or belief toolkit. We believe the guidelines are a valuable 
tool for EU country offices and the embassies of individual EU member states to 
use, and look forward to strengthened joint working with our EU partners to 
ensure that the right to freedom of religion or belief is more widely guaranteed and 
that any violations are tackled in the most effective manner. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#130
7223000351  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes EU designation of Hizballah’s military wing 
“I welcome the agreement today by EU Foreign Ministers to designate Hizballah’s military 
wing as a terrorist organisation. 
In reaching this agreement, the EU has sent a clear message that it stands united 
against terrorism. It shows that no organisation can carry out terrorist acts on European 
soil, such as the appalling attack in Bulgaria one year ago, without facing the 
consequences. European nations have rightly come together in response. 
Designation will do nothing to affect the EU’s and the UK’s strong relationship with, and 
support for, Lebanon. As we have shown by our recent large increases in security and 
humanitarian assistance to Lebanon, the UK remains deeply committed to Lebanon’s 
stability.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-eu-designation-of-
hizballahs-military-wing  
 
 

European Union 

Remarks by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton following the Foreign 
Affairs Council 
… Due to concerns over the role of Hezbollah, we have agreed to designate its Military 
Wing on the list of terrorist organisations. That does not prevent the continuation of 
dialogue with all political parties in Lebanon. We also agreed that the delivery of 
legitimate financial transfers to Lebanon and delivery of assistance from the European 
Union and its Member States will not be affected. Our position will be reviewed on a 6 
monthly basis, which is the normal timeframe for review in circumstances such as this. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138309.pdf  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#1307223000351
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130722w0001.htm#1307223000351
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-eu-designation-of-hizballahs-military-wing
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-eu-designation-of-hizballahs-military-wing
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138309.pdf
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European Union should seek stability in the Middle East, Lithuanian foreign 
minister says 
… “We should name names, because time comes to tell the truth. There should be 
reaction to what has been done by the Hezbollah military wing in the region and 
elsewhere. I believe that it will not harm the overall process. We should establish rules; to 
have dialogue, rules should be followed,” Linkevičius said.�The decision to blacklist 
Hezbollah’s armed wing was complemented by the Foreign Affairs Council with the 
statement that the EU will continue dialogue with political forces in Lebanon and continue 
providing EU aid. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.eu2013.lt/en/news/pressreleases/european-union-should-seek-stability-in-the-
middle-east-lithuanian-foreign-minister-says  
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Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

It's your decision: charity trustees and decision making 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/detailed-guidance/trustees-staff-and-volunteers/its-
your-decision-charity-trustees-and-decision-making/PDF  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 
Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=
en  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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