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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Charities Act 2006 
Mr Carswell: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office if he will bring forward legislative 
proposals to amend the Charities Act 2006 for the purpose of derogating provisions 
currently used to limit the activities of religious groups. [164643] 

Mr Hurd: Religious charities of all faiths have an important role to play in building 
a bigger, stronger society. The vast majority of religious organisations have no 
difficulty meeting the requirements of charity status. 
The Public Administration Select Committee's Third Report of Session 2013-14: 
“The role of the Charity Commission and ‘public benefit’: Post legislative scrutiny 
of the Charities Act 2006” recommended that the removal of the presumption of 
public benefit in the Charities Act 2006 be repealed, along with the Charity 
Commission's statutory public benefit objective. The Government will publish its 
response to the report shortly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130715/text/130715w0
004.htm#13071548000055  
 

Marriage: Ceremonies 
Anne McIntosh: To ask the hon. Member for Banbury, representing the Church 
Commissioners, for what reason prayers are not permitted at civil weddings; and if he will 
make a statement. [163424] 

Reply from Helen Grant: I am replying to this parliamentary question as I have 
responsibility for the Marriage Act 1949. 
It has been a fundamental principle since the introduction of civil marriage that civil 
marriage should be clearly separated from religious marriage. Section 45(2) of the 
Marriage Act 1949 states that 
'No religious service shall be used at any marriage solemnized in the office of a 
superintendent registrar'. 
Section 46B of the Marriage Act 1949 also states that 
'No religious service shall be used at a marriage on approved premises in 
pursuance of section 26(1) (bb) of this Act’. 
There are no plans to allow a religious element to civil marriage. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130716/text/130716w0
003.htm#130716117000056 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130715/text/130715w0004.htm#13071548000055
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130715/text/130715w0004.htm#13071548000055
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130716/text/130716w0003.htm#130716117000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130716/text/130716w0003.htm#130716117000056
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Department for Culture, Media & Sport and 
Government Equalities Office 

Same sex marriage becomes law 
The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill completed its historic journey through Parliament 
by receiving Royal Assent today, officially making it law. Women and Equalities Minister 
Maria Miller also announced that the first same sex wedding could take place by as early 
as summer 2014. 
The Act, which applies to England and Wales, will: 

 allow same sex couples to marry in civil ceremonies 
 allow same sex couples to marry in religious ceremonies, where the religious 

organisation has ‘opted in’ to conduct such ceremonies and the minister of religion 
agrees 

 protect those religious organisations and their representatives who don’t wish to 
conduct marriages of same sex couples from successful legal challenge … 

To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/same-sex-marriage-becomes-law  
 
 

Independent Police Complaints Commission 

IPCC report concludes the Metropolitan Police Service is failing to deal effectively 
with race complaints 
A report by the Independent Police Complaints Commission, based on an analysis of 
race complaints dealt with by the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), has concluded that 
in general these complaints were not handled in a sufficiently robust, fair or customer-
focused way. It calls for a cultural change in the way the MPS deals with such 
complaints, supported by training, monitoring and community feedback. … 
IPCC Commissioner Jennifer Izekor said: “… This report shows that, though there are 
some examples of good practice, in general there is an unwillingness or inability to deal 
with these complaints robustly and effectively. Too often, complaints are dismissed 
without proper investigation or resolution, complainants are not properly engaged with, 
and lessons are not learnt. …” 
The report found that: 
 Racial discrimination was only tackled robustly where it was both overt (use of racist 

language) and supported by independent evidence 
 There was little evidence of efforts to explore allegations of racial discrimination with 

the complainant, or understanding of covert racism … 
 Complaints resolution was delayed if there were related criminal proceedings, even 

for minor offences unrelated to the complaint 
 The quantity and quality of communication with complainants was in general poor … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/news/Pages/pr_170713_mps_race_complaints.aspx  
 
Report on Metropolitan Police Service handling of complaints alleging race discrimination
http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/Documents/investigation_commissioner_reports/Report_on_Metro
politan_police_Service.PDF 
 

Key statistical information 
http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/Documents/investigation_commissioner_reports/Report_on_M
etropolitan_police_Service_key_statistical_info.PDF  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Palestinians 
Michael Connarty: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment she has made of the humanitarian effects of the occupation of the West 
Bank of Palestine. [164800] 

Mr Duncan: We are deeply concerned by the impact of the occupation on the 
lives of Palestinians in the west bank. Our assessment of the humanitarian 
situation is informed by a number of sources including the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs which produces regular and comprehensive 
reports of the situation on the ground. We also draw on analysis from international 
bodies such as the UN, the World Bank and the IMF. These sources clearly 
document poverty, displacement and constrained growth. For example, the UN 
recently reported that food insecurity levels among households in the west bank 
rose from 17% in 2011 to 19% in 2012 and that approximately one million people 
in 492 communities access or consume 60 litres of water per capita per day (l/c/d) 
or less, significantly below the World Health Organisation recommendation of 100 
l/c/d. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130715/text/130715w0
002.htm#13071545000046  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130715-
0001.htm#13071513000838 
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130715/text/130715w0002.htm#13071545000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130715/text/130715w0002.htm#13071545000046
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130715-0001.htm#13071513000838
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130715-0001.htm#13071513000838
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Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130716/debtext/130716-
0004.htm#130716101000002 
 

Bill returned to the Lords with amendments agreed to 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130716-
0003.htm#1307175000102  
 

Royal Assent received 17/7/2013 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
** Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=
en  
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Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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