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Home Affairs 

Supreme Court 

Lady Hale gives the Alison Weatherfield Memorial Lecture at the Employment 
Lawyers Association: The Conflict of Equalities 
includes a section about JFS 
http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/speech-130710.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Benny Gantz 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what consideration he gave to the special mission by Lieutenant General Benny Gantz of 
the Israeli Defence Forces in June and July 2013; [164462] 
(2) if he will make a statement on Lieutenant General Benny Gantz's official 
engagements in the UK and their purpose. [164475] 

Alistair Burt: I agreed on 26 June that the official visit by the Chief of General 
Staff of the Israeli Defence Forces, Lieutenant General Gantz, to the UK 
constituted a special mission. During his visit on 2-3 July Lieutenant General 
Gantz met with the Chief of the Defence Staff, General Sir David Richards, and 
had other official meetings at the Ministry of Defence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0
001.htm#13071276000055  
 

Doron Almog 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
on what date he gave his consent of special mission to Mr Doron Almog in June 2013; 
when he gave such consent; and if he will make a statement; [164459] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli ambassador to the UK on the 
cancellation of a visit by Doron Almog; and if this visit has been rescheduled. [164460] 

Alistair Burt: I agreed on 24 June that the scheduled official visit to London of 
Doron  Almog; Prime  Minister   Netanyahu's  Chief  of  Staff  for   Bedouin  Status  
 

http://www.supremecourt.gov.uk/docs/speech-130710.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000055
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000055


 2

 

improvement, constituted a special mission. This visit was subsequently cancelled 
and has not been rescheduled. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0
001.htm#13071276000059  
 

Immunity from Prosecution 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) if 
he will make it his policy to refuse to consent to a special mission by a person who has 
been the subject of an arrest warrant; [164455] 
(2) what assessment he has made of the first four months of the pilot process for the 
Government granting consent to special missions; how many such requests have been 
made seeking express consent; from which country have requests have been (a) granted 
and (b) not granted; whether any requests remain outstanding; and if he will make a 
statement; [164461] 
(3) if he will make it his policy to publish all decisions to consent or not to consent to 
special mission as they are made. [164473] 

Alistair Burt: I refer to the written statement made by the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), to the House on 4 March 2013, Official Report, 
columns 55-56WS. The Secretary of State announced a new process by which 
we would be informed of visits that may qualify for special mission status. The 
pilot process has improved the process for communicating and decision making in 
respect of visits that may qualify for special mission status. Since the pilot's 
inception, we have received three such requests. There are no requests 
outstanding. In view of the confidentiality of diplomatic exchanges, we have no 
plans to publish decisions about special mission status as they are made. But if 
those applying for special mission status wish to announce the details of their visit 
to the UK, they are of course at liberty to do so. Each application for special 
mission status is considered carefully in view of both obligations incumbent upon 
the UK under customary international law, and our policy of ending impunity for 
the most serious of international crimes and a commitment to the protection of 
human rights. Above this, it is for the courts to decide on the legal consequences 
of any decision to grant special mission status. 

Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the allegations of war crimes committed by the Israeli 
Defence forces during Operation Pillar of Defense; and what consideration he gave to 
such allegations when considering an application for special mission by Lieutenant 
General Benny Gantz. [164474] 

Alistair Burt: During the Gaza conflict in November 2012, we urged all sides to 
abide by international humanitarian law and to avoid civilian casualties. There is 
some evidence that the Israeli Defence Force exercised greater care in the 
selection of targets and to avoid non-combatant casualties than in previous such 
operations. However, based on various independent reports into the conflict, there 
remain important concerns over the proportionality of certain strikes, as well as 
the high loss of Palestinian civilian life during Operation Pillar of Defence. 
Lieutenant General Gantz visited the UK on official state business and, as such, 
his visit constituted a special mission. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0
001.htm#13071276000060  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/wmstext/13030
4m0001.htm#1303041000013  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/wmstext/130304m0001.htm#1303041000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130304/wmstext/130304m0001.htm#1303041000013
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Occupied Territories 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many claims to Israeli preference have been refused by HM Revenue and Customs 
on grounds that proof of origin accompanying the goods shows that imports have been 
produced in an Israeli settlement in each of the last five years for which data is available; 
and if he will make a statement. [164532] 

Alistair Burt: The number of claims to Israeli preference that have been refused 
by HM Revenue and Customs on grounds that the proof of origin accompanying 
the goods demonstrates that imports have not been produced within Green Line 
Israel in each of the last five years are as follows: 
2008-09: 20 claims to Israeli preference rejected; 
2009-10: 26; 
2010-11: 73; 
2011-12: 92; 
2012-13: 217. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0
001.htm#13071276000063  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130712/text/130712w0001.htm#13071276000063
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/6377
3.aspx 
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
 

Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210
423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen
&lang=en  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf
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