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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Violent Extremism 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will 
encourage an international conference of Muslim religious leaders to address the issue 
of violent extremism within Islam.[HL617] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): This 
country is resolute in its stand against violent extremism. As the Prime Minister, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), has made clear, there 
is no religious justification for these acts, and he has stressed that al-Qaeda-
inspired terrorism has taken more Muslim lives than any others. We are working 
with international partners and religious leaders worldwide to combat violent 
extremism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#130
61714000730  
 
 

Disclosure and Barring Service 

Disclosure and Barring Service - Update Service now available 
From today, individuals can now join the Update Service putting them in greater control 
of their information; allowing them to reuse their DBS certificates when applying for 
similar jobs. This will reduce bureaucracy and save them time and money. If an individual 
subscribes to the Update Service their employer can go online, with their consent, and 
carry out a free, instant check to find out if the information released on the DBS 
certificate is current and up-to-date. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/disclosure-and-barring-service-update-service-
now-available  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Visas 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Taylor of Holbeach on 3 June (WA 154), whether they have any plans to amend the 
existing Immigration Rules to identify those Israeli citizens who are domiciled in an 
illegally occupied territory with a view to requiring them to secure a visa for any visit to 
the United Kingdom. [HL603] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): There are no plans to amend the Immigration Rules that would see 
Israeli citizens, regardless of where they are domiciled, requiring a visa to visit the 
UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#130
61714000731  

 
Occupied Territories 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to ensure the Government of Israel distinguishes between (a) 
Israel and (b) Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in statistical data 
provided as part of its membership of the OECD. [159495] 

Alistair Burt: The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) confirmed, following 
the visit to Israel by members of the OECD Statistics Committee in summer 2011, 
that it will provide statistics that distinguish pre-1967 Israel and the areas 
occupied since 1967 when required to do so by the OECD. This confirmed a 
commitment made by the CBS at the time of the accession review. The impact on 
Israel's macroeconomic statistics of disaggregated data was assessed to be very 
small—less than 4% of GDP, and it was agreed that Israel would not need to 
provide disaggregated statistics for this. The impact was sufficiently larger for 
social issues, migration and employment, and it was agreed that in these areas, 
Israel should be asked to continue providing disaggregated statistics for any study 
carried out in these areas. Israeli statistics were assessed to have been of good 
quality and in line with international standards. The UK and other OECD members 
will continue to flag up the need for disaggregated statistics for social issues, 
migration and employment, and any other areas where it is deemed necessary. 
We have repeatedly condemned Israel's announcements to expand settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including East Jerusalem. As well as being 
illegal under international law, settlements undermine the possibility of a two state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable 
peace. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will take steps to discourage UK citizens from buying property in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. [159496] 

Alistair Burt: We make clear in our travel advice for Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories that there are risks involved with purchasing property in 
Israeli settlements, on land that we consider to be occupied under international 
law; and that any future peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians or Syria 
could have consequences for properly purchased in settlements. However, we 
support legitimate investment by British citizens and companies in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and are supportive of Secretary Kerry's economic 
programme to develop the Palestinian economy, alongside the political 
framework, as the basis for a sustainable peace. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for  Foreign and  Commonwealth  Affairs  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#13061714000731
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#13061714000731
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whether he is taking steps to discourage UK citizens from buying property in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. [159982] 

Alistair Burt: We make clear in our travel advice 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-
territories/money  
for Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories that there are risks involved 
with purchasing property in Israeli settlements, on land that we consider to be 
occupied under international law; and that any future peace deal between Israel 
and the Palestinians or Syria could have consequences for property purchased in 
settlements. However, we support legitimate investment by British citizens and 
companies in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and are supportive of Secretary 
Kerry's economic programme to develop the Palestinian economy, alongside the 
political framework, as the basis for a sustainable peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/text/130617w0
002.htm#13061743000011  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with their European partners about the case for Israel incurring penalties for its policies of 
forced displacement and settlement building.[HL622] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
issue of Israeli settlement construction and demolition of Palestinian homes in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is a subject of active discussion with our EU 
partners. The EU remains deeply concerned by continued settlement 
construction, which threatens the viability of the two-state solution. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
honourable Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has been 
talking to others, including the French and German Foreign Ministers, about how 
EU member states can actively support US Secretary of State John Kerry's efforts 
to revive the peace process over the coming months, with European states 
contributing to incentives and disincentives for both sides to make progress 
towards a return to negotiations. But we continue to believe that imposing 
penalties would do nothing to promote the peace process, and that negotiations 
are the only route out of this impasse. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#130
61714000719  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with their European partners concerning the case for the United Nations to be able to co-
ordinate its humanitarian response with the authorities in Gaza.[HL619] 

Baroness Northover: The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and his 
team maintain the level of interaction with the de facto authorities in Gaza 
required in order to provide their assistance. DFID officials regularly discuss UN 
activity in Gaza with EU partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#130
61714000707 
 

Iran 
col 625   Mr Straw: … Does the Foreign Secretary accept … that Dr Rouhani has made 
it clear that he wants a fresh start on the nuclear file, but that negotiations that aim at 
stopping Iran’s entire civil nuclear programme, as Israel seems to want, are bound to fail, 
whereas negotiations aimed at ensuring that there are clear safeguards against a break-
out to a military programme, with a phase-down of sanctions, do have a good chance of 
success? … 
 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-territories/money
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-territories/money
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/text/130617w0002.htm#13061743000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/text/130617w0002.htm#13061743000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#13061714000719
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#13061714000719
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#13061714000707
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617w0001.htm#13061714000707
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col 628  Peter Hain: … is it not time to stop treating Iran as a pariah state and to treat it 
instead as a proud nation which plays a key role, if a nefarious one, in so many middle 
east conflicts? Should he not press for direct engagement with Iran on Syria and on 
Israel-Palestine? … 

 

col 631  Paul Flynn: Could we not prove our even-handedness and reduce tensions if 
we appealed to the only known nuclear state in the region to end its 20-year breach of 
international agreements and invite the inspectors in? Would it not be best for Israel to 
declare its own nuclear stockpile in order to persuade Iran to follow suit? 

 

Mr Hague: We urge Israel to join the non-proliferation treaty—that is the long-
established position of the United Kingdom. However, those who ask Israel to 
address nuclear issues have to recognise that one way that would make it 
impossible for it to ever do that would be for Iran to develop a nuclear capability.  
That would be the end of any hope for a middle east free of nuclear weapons. … 

col 633  James Morris: Does the Foreign Secretary agree that, notwithstanding the 
outcome of the election, this is not the time for us to become dewy-eyed about the 
Iranian regime, which has a long track record of internal brutality, as well as of being 
prepared to arm its proxies in countries such as Lebanon in order to threaten Israel, and 
is complicit in the brutality of the Assad regime in Syria? 

 

Mr Hague: My hon. Friend is right to remind the House of all those things. We 
have discussed the opportunity for Iran to play a constructive role. Let us be 
absolutely clear that it does not do so at the moment in regional relations or in 
many of the conflicts around the middle east, most spectacularly of all in the case 
of Syria, where Iran is actively fuelling the oppression of the Syrian people. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/debtext/13061
7-0001.htm#1306177000001  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief ‘deeply concerned’ by Israel’s continuing West Bank settlement 
expansion 
Calling reported ongoing settlement construction in the West Bank “unhelpful” and a 
“deeply worrisome trend,” Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today renewed his calls on 
Israel to heed the global community to freeze settlement activity and abide by its 
commitments under international law. 
In a statement from his spokesperson, Secretary-General Ban said he “is deeply 
concerned by the continuing expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank in 
violation of international law.” 
“He is particularly troubled by reports that planning for hundreds of housing units in the 
settlement of Itamar, deep into the West Bank, has advanced to the next stage, as is also 
the case in the outpost of Bruchin,” … 
Meanwhile, a UN independent expert today reiterated his calls on Israel to end its 
blockade over the Gaza strip … 
“The people of Gaza have endured the unendurable and suffered what is insufferable for 
six years. Israel’s collective punishment of the civilian population in Gaza must end 
today,” said the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, Richard Falk. 
“Six years of Israel’s calculated strangulation of the Gaza Strip has stunted the economy 
and has kept most Gazans in a state of perpetual poverty and aid dependency,”… “It’s 
clear that the Israeli authorities set out six years ago to devitalize the Gazan population 
and economy,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45176&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcCDSPaw
Bn8 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/debtext/130617-0001.htm#1306177000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130617/debtext/130617-0001.htm#1306177000001
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6903
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45176&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcCDSPawBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45176&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcCDSPawBn8
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Palestinian refugee camps in Syria now ‘theatres of war’ – UN agency chief 
… a senior United Nations agency official today said that more than half of the 
Palestinian refugee camps in Syria have become “theatres of war,” where killings and 
kidnappings have become the norm. …  
Some 15 per cent of all Palestinian refugees have fled abroad, including more than 
60,000 that are now in neighbouring Lebanon and 7,000 in Jordan. … 
“The distress of Palestine refugees in Syria and displaced from Syria has given the lack 
of progress in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process an added, and very stark dimension,” 
Mr. Grandi said. “For refugees, this might well be another tragic turning point. They feel it 
very strongly,” he said, because, across the lands of their painful and protracted exile, 
Palestinians are connected to each other by their history, their present and their future. 
“The loss of camps in Syria and the uncertainty that it has wrought, are suffered by all, 
just as the bombardments in Gaza.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45198&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcCDSPawBn8  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617-
0001.htm#13061712000472  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617-
0003.htm#1306185000145  
 

includes 
Marriage according to religious rites: no compulsion to solemnize etc 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130617-
0003.htm#1306185000144  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/amend/ml029-ii.htm 
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights: Legislative Scrutiny 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201314/jtselect/jtrights/24/24.pdf  
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Report on the Legislative Consent Motion 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Committees/Finance-and-
Personnel/Reports/Report-on-the--Legislative-Consent-Motion-Marriage-Same-Sex-
Couples-Bill-/  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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