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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Radicalism 
Sir Menzies Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
initiatives funded by the Government are in place to prevent radicalisation in the UK. 
[159325] 

James Brokenshire: Under the Government's Prevent Strategy, which aims to 
prevent people becoming or supporting terrorists, a number of initiatives are 
funded by Government to prevent radicalisation in the UK: 
A network of co-ordinators in priority local authority work with community 
organisations, agencies and Departments, and support delivery of Prevent 
programmes. These include training for frontline staff, community outreach, and 
community based campaigns that rebut terrorist and extremist propaganda and 
offer alternative views to vulnerable individuals. Over 80 locally based projects 
were approved in 2012. 
A specialist police unit that assesses internet content against the criteria set out in 
our terrorism legislation and collaborates with industry to remove or filter illegal 
content from the internet. 
The Channel programme offers mentoring and practical support to help vulnerable 
young people disengage from extremist causes in England and Wales. 
Support to sectors and institutions that may be targeted by radicalisers, or which 
have an important role to play in challenging terrorism and violent extremism. 
Over 200 Prevent engagement officers connect counter-terrorism policing, 
neighbourhood policing and communities. 
We report on the performance of Contest, the UK's counter terrorism strategy, of 
which Prevent is a part, annually. The latest Contest annual report was published 
on 26 March 2013 and has been placed in the House Library. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
001.htm#13061286000027  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0001.htm#13061286000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0001.htm#13061286000027


 2

 

Welsh Assembly Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee  

Report on the Inquiry into Law-making and the Church in Wales 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-
ld9350-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9350%20-
%20Constitutional%20and%20Legislative%20Affairs%20Committee%20Inquiry%20into
%20Law-making%20and%20the%20Church%20in%20Wales%20  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Eleanor Laing (236) Anne Frank Day – That this House marks national Anne Frank 
Day, which today, 12 June 2013, would have been the 84th birthday of Anne Frank; 
welcomes the Anne Frank Trust's Thirteen in 13 campaign of letters from 13 year olds to 
the Prime Minister, which gives Britain's newest teenagers a voice at the highest levels of 
power and influence, thus encouraging their engagement in the political and democratic 
process, and giving them the confidence to help create a better society; and recognises 
the Anne Frank Trust's ongoing work with young people around the UK, notably the 
growing number of young Anne Frank ambassadors who are carrying forward the 
messages of Anne Frank's story. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/236  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Department for International Development 
T10. [159169] Jim McGovern (Dundee West) (Lab): A member of my staff, Lee 
Butcher, recently visited Palestine. He was shocked and stunned to see how Palestinians 
are treated by the Israelis, for example having no water for weeks on end. What can the 
Government do to help those Palestinians who are suffering such pain? 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): We put as much pressure and argument as we can to improve the 
condition of Palestinians in Area C, and we very much hope that such issues will 
be addressed in the peace process, which we wish every success, as it continues 
over the next few weeks. … 

Michael McCann (East Kilbride, Strathaven and Lesmahagow) (Lab): On a recent 
delegation to the west bank, we met President Abbas, who confirmed that the 
Palestinian Authority pays the families of convicted criminals a salary dependent on the 
length of time they spend in prison. Since DFID provides direct budget support which is 
indivisible from the Palestinian Authority’s funds, will the Minister explain and justify how 
British taxpayers’ money can be spent on paying criminals? 

Mr Duncan: We have dealt with this issue on many occasions in written and oral 
parliamentary questions. I can assure the hon. Gentleman that British funding is 
ring-fenced and does not in any way go to purposes of that sort. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/13061
2-0001.htm#13061269000028  
 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9350-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9350%20-%20Constitutional%20and%20Legislative%20Affairs%20Committee%20Inquiry%20into%20Law-making%20and%20the%20Church%20in%20Wales%20
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9350-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9350%20-%20Constitutional%20and%20Legislative%20Affairs%20Committee%20Inquiry%20into%20Law-making%20and%20the%20Church%20in%20Wales%20
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9350-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9350%20-%20Constitutional%20and%20Legislative%20Affairs%20Committee%20Inquiry%20into%20Law-making%20and%20the%20Church%20in%20Wales%20
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9350-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9350%20-%20Constitutional%20and%20Legislative%20Affairs%20Committee%20Inquiry%20into%20Law-making%20and%20the%20Church%20in%20Wales%20
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/236
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/130612-0001.htm#13061269000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/130612-0001.htm#13061269000028
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West Bank 
8. Mr David Ward (Bradford East) (LD): What research her Department has undertaken 
into the humanitarian effects of the occupation of the west bank. [159152] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): We are deeply concerned by the impact of the occupation on the lives 
of Palestinians in the west bank. DFID assesses this constantly. Reports from the 
UN and others clearly document poverty, displacement, constrained growth and 
the demolition this year alone of 247 Palestinian structures. 

Mr Ward: Those who have been to the west bank and to Gaza will be frustrated 
constantly to see international aid used to pay for buildings which are promptly knocked 
down by the Israeli regime. Is the Minister aware that according to figures in the United 
Nations “Humanitarian Monitor” monthly report for April, there was a 30% rise in the 
number of Palestinians displaced by house demolitions, with a total of 46 structures 
demolished by the Israeli army, which included five paid for by international donors? … 

Mr Duncan: The Government share the hon. Gentleman’s concerns about the 
nature and scale of the demolitions. I am pleased to say, however, that we have 
contributed to the construction of a number of schools in Gaza, where we hope 
children will be educated without their premises ever being demolished. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/13061
2-0001.htm#13061269000027  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will take steps to discourage private sector organisations from trading with and 
investing in Israeli settlements. [159347] 

Alistair Burt: When approached by British companies, we set out our clear 
position on settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories—they are illegal, 
an obstacle to peace and make a negotiated two-state solution harder to achieve. 
International law does not impose obligations on corporations and for a British 
company to operate in, or trade with businesses in Israeli settlements, or to 
provide financial assistance to companies in settlements, is not, per se, contrary 
to UK law. However, the British Government expects British companies to show 
respect for human rights in their operations in the UK and internationally. We are 
developing a UK strategy on business and human rights—based on the UN 
Guiding Principles—which will be launched soon. As part of this we intend to 
place additional country-specific guidance on human rights issues in overseas 
markets on the Overseas Business Risk Service website. This will include 
guidance on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to ensure 
that British corporations are aware of our clear position on the illegality of 
settlements, and our expectation that British companies respect human rights 
throughout their operations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
002.htm#13061290000048 
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will provide UK businesses operating in Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with guidelines for responsible business conduct in accordance 
with human rights. [159348] 

Alistair Burt: When approached by British com panies, we set out our clear 
position on settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories—they are illegal, 
an obstacle to peace and make a negotiated two-state solution harder to achieve. 
International law does not impose obligations on corporations and for a British 
company to operate in, or trade with businesses in Israeli settlements, or to 
provide financial assistance to  companies in settlements,  is not, per se,  contrary  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/130612-0001.htm#13061269000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/130612-0001.htm#13061269000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000048
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to UK law. However, the British Government expects British companies to show 
respect for human rights in their operations in the UK and internationally. We are 
developing a UK strategy on business and human rights—based on the UN 
Guiding Principles—which will be launched soon. As part of this we intend to 
place additional country-specific guidance on human rights issues in overseas 
markets on the Overseas Business Risk Service website. This will include 
guidance on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to ensure 
that British corporations are aware of our clear position on the illegality of 
settlements, and our expectation that British companies respect human rights 
throughout their operations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
002.htm#13061290000049 
 

Palestinians 
Rob Wilson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment her Department has made of the humanitarian situation in Gaza; and if she 
will make a statement. [159156] 

Mr Duncan: The situation in Gaza is both tragic and unsustainable. 90% of 
drinking water does not meet international standards and 44% of the population 
are vulnerable to malnutrition and hunger. Easing restrictions is not only essential 
for the people of Gaza, but firmly in Israel's security interests. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
002.htm#13061290000069  

Syria 
Philip Hollobone (Kettering) (Con): With the Council for European Palestinian 
Relations, I recently visited Palestinian refugees in Lebanon who had fled from Syria. Is 
the Secretary of State satisfied that the United Nations Relief and Works Agency is doing 
all that it can to help those people, who are living in miserable conditions? 

Justine Greening: I thank my hon. Friend for that question, because that 
important aspect of the crisis is often not recognised. We have provided £5 million 
to UNRWA particularly to support its work with Palestinian refugees. That will 
support more than 350,000 Palestinian refugees in Syria, and will go on food 
parcels and other relief items. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/13061
2-0001.htm#13061269000023  
 

Syria 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment she has made of the effectiveness of the UNRWA supported by British aid 
funds in directing aid to assist supported Palestinian refugees who have fled Syria for 
Lebanon. [R] [159286] 

Justine Greening: United Nations Relief Works Agency (UNRWA) estimates that 
at present there are 57,000 Palestinian refugees from Syria in Lebanon. These 
are additional to the 235,000 displaced Palestinian refugees in Syria and 6,000 in 
Jordan. 
The UNRWA has provided cash assistance to more than 215,000 refugees in 
2013 so far, as well as supplying food and relief packages, and maintaining 
education, health and social services. To support the UNRWA's work, the UK is 
providing £5 million to support over 350,000 newly-displaced Palestinian refugees 
in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon, through food parcels and relief items. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
002.htm#13061290000070 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000069
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000069
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/130612-0001.htm#13061269000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/debtext/130612-0001.htm#13061269000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000070
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000070
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Other Relevant Information 

European Parliament 

EU must set standard for worldwide press freedom and freedom of religion and 
belief 
MEPs call on the EU to take the lead in … promoting freedom of religion or belief without 
harming other freedoms or rights …  
… the Parliament adopted an ambitious set of instruments providing suggestions for the 
practical implementation of the new EU Guidelines in order to achieve remarkable 
progress in the promotion and protection of freedom of religion or belief in the world. 
"These detailed priorities of action will allow the EU to make informed decisions about 
whose freedom of religion or belief is under attack, substantially help in ensuring a high 
level monitoring assessment and support in cases of violation of this fundamental right, 
as well as help promote freedom of religion or belief" said Laima Liucija Andrikiene (EPP, 
LT), rapporteur for freedom of religion or belief. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20130607IPR11366/html/EU-
must-set-standard-for-worldwide-press-freedom-and-freedom-of-religion  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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