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Home Affairs 

Prime Minister’s Statement 

EU Council and Woolwich 
The Prime Minister (Mr David Cameron):  … What happened on the streets of 
Woolwich shocked and sickened us all. It was a despicable attack on a British soldier 
who stood for our country and our way of life, and it was a betrayal of Islam and of the 
Muslim communities who give so much to our country. There is nothing in Islam that 
justifies acts of terror, and I welcome the spontaneous condemnation of the attack from 
mosques and Muslim community organisations across our country. We will not be cowed 
by terror, and terrorists who seek to divide us will only make us stronger and more united 
in our resolve to defeat them. …  
To tackle the threat of extremism, we must understand its root causes. Those who 
carried out this callous and abhorrent crime sought to justify their actions by an extremist 
ideology that perverts and warps Islam to create a culture of victimhood and justify 
violence. We must confront that ideology in all its forms. …  
When young men born and bred in this country are radicalised and turned into killers, we 
must ask some tough questions about what is happening in our country. For some young 
people, it is as if there is a conveyor belt to radicalisation that has poisoned their minds 
with sick and perverted ideas. 
We need to dismantle that process at every stage—in schools, colleges and universities, 
on the internet, in our prisons and wherever it takes place—so, this morning, I chaired 
the first meeting of the Government’s new taskforce on tackling extremism and 
radicalisation. I want the taskforce to ask serious questions on whether the rules on 
charities are too lax and whether they can allow extremists to prosper; whether we are 
doing enough to disrupt groups that incite hatred, violence or criminal damage; whether 
we are doing enough to deal with radicalisation on our university campuses, on the 
internet and in our prisons; whether we need to do more with informal education centres 
such as madrassahs to prevent radicalisation; and whether we do enough to help 
mosques to expel extremists and recruit imams who understand Britain. We will also look 
at new ways to support communities as they come together and take a united stand 
against all forms of extremism. Just as we will not stand for those who pervert Islam to 
preach extremism, neither will we stand for groups such as the English Defence League, 
which try to demonise Islam and stoke up anti-Muslim hatred by bringing disorder and 
violence to our towns and cities. … 

 

To read the subsequent question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/debtext/13060
3-0001.htm#13060311000002  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/debtext/130603-0001.htm#13060311000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/debtext/130603-0001.htm#13060311000002
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Hatred 
Mr Anderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
whether he plans to continue support for the Tell Mama national project to support 
victims of anti-Muslim prejudice beyond October 2013. [157478] 

Mr Foster: We have given the Tell Mama project £374,564 of funding to establish 
itself as a sustainable community organisation. I have been very impressed by the 
progress they have made in their first year of operation to monitor anti-Muslim 
hatred, increase reporting and ensure victims receive support. I am confident that 
they will be able to build on the financial foundation we provided and continue to 
provide this service to the community. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
002.htm#13060413000021  
 

Violent Extremism 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will 
encourage an international conference of Muslim leaders to address the issue of violent 
extremism within that religion. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … My 
Lords, this country is resolute in its stand against violent extremism. As the Prime 
Minister has made clear, there is no religious justification for these acts, and he 
has stressed that al-Qaeda-inspired terrorism has taken more Muslim lives than 
any others. We are working with international partners and religious leaders 
worldwide to combat violent extremism. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: … I would have thought that, as a Muslim, she is well placed 
to lead such an initiative. As we think of Drummer Rigby, I ask if the Government are 
aware that there have been many thousands of fatal Islamist attacks worldwide since 
9/11, and that most of the victims have been Muslims? I will put the evidence for that in 
the Library. Secondly, if Islam is a religion of peace, could not a gathering of grand muftis 
and others agree to issue a fatwa against the jihadists, so that they are cast out of Islam 
and are no longer Muslim? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, I take the noble Lord’s point that more Muslims than 
members of any other community have died at the hands of violent extremism. 
However, I take issue with some of the noble Lord’s views. I am familiar with his 
views on Islam and Muslims. He premised the question by saying, “If Islam is a 
peaceful religion”; the Prime Minister made it abundantly clear that Islam is a 
religion of peace. … 
I can speak as someone who led the community response to the tragic killing of 
Drummer Rigby, when Muslims in this country came out vociferously and with a 
single voice said, “This was not done in the name of our faith. This was not done 
in our name”. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, is it not the case that people of all faiths and 
backgrounds have deplored the barbaric murder of Lee Rigby on the streets of 
Woolwich? Is there not a risk of demonising Muslims, including the 3 million Muslims in 
the UK, which is not the answer? Does the Minister think that it is appropriate for decent 
voices of moderation to be drowned out by radicals such as Anjem Choudary—
discredited people—who are given a media platform on the BBC and Channel 4? 
Drowning out other voices does more harm than good. Does the Minister agree with the 
Deputy Prime Minister, who said at a cross-party interfaith event last week, “Terrorism 
has no religion”? 

Baroness Warsi: I absolutely add my voice to the words of the Deputy Prime 
Minister.  I agree with my  noble friend that one of the positives to come out of this  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0002.htm#13060413000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0002.htm#13060413000021
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tragedy is the way in which communities of all faiths have stood united and said 
that we will not be divided by the extremists who conduct these horrific acts in the 
way that they have. 

Lord Lea of Crondall: Does the Minister recognise the importance of encouraging 
Christian-Islamic dialogue at all possible levels, nationally and globally? Is it not the case 
that the justification of jihad in the Koran could be paralleled by similar blood-curdling 
references in the Bible if one wanted to interpret them in that way? Therefore, dialogue 
should be on the basis that both sides have issues to discuss with each other. 

Baroness Warsi: … I made a speech on this. It was on unpicking the arguments 
between religion and reason. I absolutely agree that a literal interpretation of any 
faith can lead to perverse results. However, I can also assure the noble Lord that, 
both domestically and internationally, we are engaged in a whole series of 
interfaith projects, which bring people from different religions, and indeed people 
of no religion, together to create the space and the dialogue that create better 
understanding. 

The Lord Bishop of Derby: … Until recently, I was co-chair of the Inter Faith Network 
for the UK. My fellow co-chair was a very distinguished Muslim scholar and leader. I ask 
the Minister two things. First, as we have heard, violent religious extremism is not simply 
an issue for Muslims. In the Inter Faith Network we were constantly reminded, through 
other faiths across the world, that millions of people suffer from violent extremism, often 
for political purposes and not religious ones. Secondly, does the Minister agree that, 
while there is of course a responsibility on those of us who lead religious and political 
organisations, there are other factors, such as how foreign policy is perceived, that send 
signals and triggers to people that it is very difficult for leadership on its own to deal with? 
Therefore, there has to be a partnership between religious and political leaders and 
those who form our culture for peacefulness and a common stand against violent 
extremism. 

Baroness Warsi: I would draw a distinction between legitimate discussion of 
foreign policy and, on the other hand, what is clearly violent extremism. The latter 
cannot be justified in any way in terms of the former. I completely agree with the 
right reverend Prelate’s view that every religion has its extremists. I have 
colloquially referred to them as “nutters”. Pastor Jones is no more representative 
of Christianity than Anjem Choudary is of Islam. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-
0001.htm#13060312000361  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
Israelis have been refused visa applications to travel or visit the UK in the last three 
years. [157589] 

Mr Harper: The latest available statistics for applications for visas, their issue and 
refusal for Israelis for the last three years appear in the table. 
Israelis are included in the group of non-EEA nationals (known as 'non-visa 
nationals') who may be admitted to the UK for periods up to six months without 
requiring a visa. Further details are available at the web page: 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/general-info/non-visa-
nationals/  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0001.htm#13060312000361
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0001.htm#13060312000361
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/general-info/non-visa-nationals/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/general-info/non-visa-nationals/


 4

 

Entry clearance visas applied for, issued and refused to Israeli nationals, 2010 
to 2012 

      Of which: 
  Applications Resolved Issued Refused Withdrawn or lapsed
2010 Total 1,279 1,268 1,071 188 9 
Of which:           
Visitors n/a n/a 62 n/a n/a 
            
2011 Total 996 1,021 847 167 7 
Of which:           
Visitors n/a n/a 74 n/a n/a 
            
2012 Total 1,120 1,133 950 172 11 
Of which:           
Visitors n/a n/a 69 n/a n/a 
n/a = not available. Notes: 1. Figures include dependants. 2. Some decisions may 
related to applications received in previous years. Source: Immigration Statistics, 
January to March 2013, Table be.02.q and be.06.q.o 

The latest Home Office immigration statistics on entry clearance visas are 
published in the release Immigration Statistics January to March 2013, which is 
available from the Library of the House and on the Department's website at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-
statistics-quarterly-release  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
005.htm#13060415000080 
 

Visas 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether under the terms of the 
Immigration Rules Israeli citizens who have settled illegally in Occupied Palestinian 
Territories are deemed to require different visa requirements for entry to the United 
Kingdom from those in place for other Israeli citizens.[HL302] 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: Israeli citizens who hold a valid passport and are 
visiting the United Kingdom for less than six months do not, irrespective of where 
they live, require a visa before coming to the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#130
6037001127  
 

Interpal 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the US Treasury about Interpal's status as a 
special designated global terrorist, following the dismissal by the US District Court in New 
York of a case against the National Westminster Bank. [157563] 

Alistair Burt: We have not had any recent discussions with the US Treasury 
about Interpal's status as a special designated global terrorist organisation. We 
have previously provided the US Government with details of the UK Charity 
Commission's inquiries into the affairs of Interpal which found no evidence of 
terrorist financing. This continues to be a matter for Interpal to take up directly with 
the US Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
003.htm#13060415000013  

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel about the reopening of Shaheda Street in Hebron to all 
peaceful users.[HL385] 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0005.htm#13060415000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0005.htm#13060415000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415000013
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Reply from the Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and 
Local Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Our officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv have raised our wider concerns regarding 
Hebron and access with the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the 
Territories (COGAT). We continue to call on Israel to ease such restrictions on 
access, working closely with EU partners and the Office of the Quartet 
Representative. Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have lobbied the 
appropriate authorities on the issue of movement and access relating to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#130
6037001105  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the legality of trading with settlements in the Occupied Territories.[HL235] 

Lord Newby: As the noble Baroness will know, I am not able to comment on legal 
advice to Ministers. The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active 
discussion with the European Commission and our EU partners. We continue to 
work together to take forward the commitment made by EU Foreign Ministers at 
the meeting of the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 10 December 2012 to fully and 
effectively implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral arrangements 
applicable to settlement products. 
This ongoing work includes measures to ensure that settlement produce does not 
enter the EU duty-free, under the EU-Israel Association Agreement, and steps to 
ensure that EU-wide guidelines are issued to make sure that settlement products 
are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of EU consumer 
protection regulations. As part of this, in April the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable Friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague), wrote to relevant UK ministries and enforcement bodies 
underlining the importance of correctly applying the law with respect to the 
labelling of products originating beyond Israel’s pre-1967 borders. The Foreign 
Secretary, together with like-minded EU member states, has also written to the 
EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Baroness 
Catherine Ashton, to welcome her commitment to work with fellow EU 
Commissioners to prepare EU-wide guidelines on the labelling of settlement 
produce. There are, however, currently no plans for EU or domestic legislation to 
ban the import of settlement products. 
It is the Government’s long-standing view that settlements are illegal under 
international law. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under 
international law and regularly raise our profound concerns about Israel’s 
settlement policy. We will continue to press the Israeli Government to cease all 
settlement activity. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of Palestine’s membership and use of the International Criminal Court on 
any future Israeli aggression.[HL236] 

Reply from Lord Newby: As the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond 
(Yorks) (Mr Hague), made clear in a Statement on 28 November (Official Report, 
col. 227), our country is a strong supporter of international justice and the 
International Criminal Court (ICC). We are committed to seeing international law 
respected everywhere, including in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
We believe that Israel has legal obligations as an occupying power with respect to 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories under applicable international law, including 
the Fourth Geneva Convention. We have a regular dialogue with the Government 
of Israel  about  the  implementation  of  those  obligations  and  raise  our  serious  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001105
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concerns regarding issues of Israeli settlements, demolitions of Palestinian 
property and the severe restrictions on movement and access to and from Gaza. 
We would ultimately like to see a Palestinian state represented throughout all the 
organs of the UN. However, we judge that if the Palestinians were to build on the 
recent UN General Assembly resolution by pursuing ICC jurisdiction over the 
Occupied Territories at this stage, it could make a return to negotiations 
impossible. This is extremely important given that we see 2013 as a crucial year 
for the Middle East peace process if progress is to be made before the window for 
a two-state solution closes completely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#130
6037001106  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/12112
8-0001.htm#12112880000004  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what information his Department holds on (a) how many Palestinian master plans are 
pending agreement with the Israeli authorities in areas (i) A, (ii) B and (iii) C of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and (b) what the average time taken for approval is of 
such plans; and what assessment he has made, based on the current rate of approvals, 
of when the whole of Area A, B and C will be covered by master plans. [156849] 

Alistair Burt: In order to support development of Palestinian communities in Area 
C, the UK, together with others in the international community, have funded the 
development and submission of ‘master plans’ for a number of Palestinian 
communities in Area C. There are currently 32 such master plans progressing 
through the Israeli planning system and in December 2012, five of these were 
considered to have met the required technical standard by the Israeli Civil 
Administration. 
Master plans vary in size, depending on the community, but it is estimated that 
approximately 150 master plans would be needed to cover Area C. These plans 
do not address agricultural or grazing land. We have not made an assessment of 
when the whole of Area C will be covered by master plans or how long the 
approval process takes. Since Areas A and B are under Palestinian administrative 
control, Israeli-agreed master plans are not required. 
We continue to urge Israel to meet its obligations regarding the living conditions of 
the Palestinian population in Area C, including by accelerated approval of 
Palestinian master plans and simplifying administrative procedures to obtain 
building permits. Together with our EU partners, we have called upon Israel to 
work together with the Palestinian Authority to allow more access and control of 
the Palestinian Authority over Area C. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
which master plans have been approved for the Occupied Palestinian Territory by the 
Israeli government authorities in the last year; and whether such plans cover Area (a) A, 
(b) B and (c) C. [156985] 

Alistair Burt: We are not aware of any master plans for Palestinian communities 
in Area C being granted final approval by the Israeli authorities in 2012. 
Through the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's Conflict Pool Programme, the 
UK has funded an International Peace and Cooperation Center (IPCC) project 
supporting building planning for Palestinian communities in Area C. In December 
2012 five IPCC master plans were approved by the Israeli Civil Administration for 
Palestinian communities in Area C, with the capacity to accommodate 14,400 
inhabitants, although these are now pending a period for public objection. 
The Palestinian Authority exercises  administrative control over areas A and B,  so  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/121128-0001.htm#12112880000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/121128-0001.htm#12112880000004
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the Israeli authorities do not approve master plans for these areas. 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many new housing units have been (a) announced and (b) approved in settlements 
in East Jerusalem and the Occupied Palestinian State since the Foreign Affairs Council 
in May 2012; how many new housing units have been built; how many Palestinian homes 
and other buildings have been demolished; how many olive trees have been destroyed 
or vandalised and how many Palestinians have been forcibly transferred out of Area C. 
[157442] 

Alistair Burt: According to data from Peace Now, from May 2012, 1,713 
settlement housing units have progressed in the planning progress. Tenders were 
issued for 453 settlement units in the west bank and 1,514 settlement units in 
East Jerusalem. 
According to UN statistics, in 2012, there were 65 buildings demolished by the 
Israeli Authorities in East Jerusalem and 71 evictions/displacements. During the 
same period 589 Palestinian structures were demolished in Area C in 2012 and 
871 people displaced. Between January and May 2013, UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimate that 40 structures were 
demolished in East Jerusalem and 206 in Area C, leaving 136 people homeless in 
East Jerusalem and 1,107 displaced or otherwise affected in Area C. 
We regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to Israel our serious concerns 
about many aspects of the Israeli occupation, including the demolition of 
Palestinian homes. Along with our EU partners we have called on Israel to halt the 
forced transfer of population and demolition of Palestinian housing and 
infrastructure in Area C of the west bank. We have also repeatedly condemned 
the building of Israeli settlements in the west bank and East Jerusalem. 
According to UN OCHA reports for 2011, approximately 9,500 trees were 
damaged and 8,600 trees were reported burned, uprooted, or otherwise 
vandalized in 2012. We are concerned by the repeated attacks on Palestinian 
olive trees by extremist settlers. 
We note the particular sensitivities around olive trees, given their status as a 
national symbol and the sole source of income for many Palestinian farmers. We 
have called on the relevant Israeli authorities to take all necessary steps to 
prevent the attacks against Palestinian farmers and bring those responsible to 
justice. Our embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concerns about violence and 
intimidation by extremist settlers with, among others, the Israeli Attorney General, 
Defence Minister and Prime Minister's office. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of lawful and unlawful refusals of Palestinian 
requests for building permits and master plans in the west bank; and if he will make a 
statement. [157448] 

Alistair Burt: According to published statistics by the Coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories, 91 of 1,624 Palestinian applications for building 
permits for Area C were approved between 2000 and 2007 and four of 444 were 
approved in 2010. 
We continue to call on Israel to work together with the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
to allow more access and control of the PA over Area C. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the building rate in Israeli settlements in east 
Jerusalem and the west bank in each of the last five years. [157593] 

Alistair Burt: We do not have exact data available for the building rate in Israeli 
settlements in each of the past five years. 
However, figures from Peace Now show that in east Jerusalem, over 8,730 
housing units have been advanced and approved at different stages since 2009. 
Peace Now data also shows 6,171 settlement construction starts in the west bank 
between January 2009 and June 2012. 

 



 8

 

Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories is clear: 
they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-
state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many Palestinians in East Jerusalem have (a) been evicted by the Israeli 
Government, (b) had their homes and buildings demolished and (c) had their residency 
status changed by the Israeli Government since 14 May 2012. [157594] 

Alistair Burt: According to UN statistics, in 2012, there were 65 buildings 
demolished in east Jerusalem and 71 evictions/displacements. Since the start of 
2013, UN statistics indicate that there have been 41 demolitions in east 
Jerusalem, with 341 people displaced or otherwise affected. 
According to data supplied by the Israeli interior ministry, in 2012, Israel revoked 
the residency of 116 east Jerusalem Palestinians, including 64 women and 29 
minors. Over the same period, Israel 'reinstated' the residency status of 32 east 
Jerusalem Palestinians. 
We regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to Israel our serious concerns 
about the demolition of Palestinian homes and infrastructure and forced transfer 
of population in Area C and east Jerusalem. Such acts are contrary to 
international humanitarian law as well as causing unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians and being harmful to the peace process. 
In addition we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or eviction in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories through support to the Norwegian Refugee 
Council legal aid programme, which helps individuals to challenge these decisions 
in the Israeli legal system. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of Palestinian homes that are at risk of 
demolition in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in (a) east Jerusalem, (b) Areas A and 
B and (c) Area C. [157596] 

Alistair Burt: We have not received any reports on the specific number of 
Palestinian homes at risk of demolition in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
including east Jerusalem and Areas A, B and C. 
However less than 1% of Area C has been planned for Palestinian development 
by the Israeli Civil Administration. Israeli planning permission is required to build 
any structures 20cm above or below ground in Area C. Palestinian structures built 
in Area C without permission are liable to be subject to demolition orders by the 
Israeli authorities. According to Israeli Government statistics, four of 444 
Palestinian applications for building permits were approved in 2010. 
In addition, since the start of 2013, 247 demolitions have been carried out in east 
Jerusalem and Area C. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many Israeli outposts erected since March 2001 have been dismantled; and how 
many new outposts have been built. [157597] 

Alistair Burt: Since March 2001, only one outpost with permanent infrastructure 
has been completely demolished, that of Migron. Many temporary structures and 
less established outposts have been demolished but we do not have information 
about these. In 2005, in the context of Israeli disengagement from Gaza, 25 
settlements were demolished—21 in Gaza and four in the west bank. 
Since 2001, 54 outposts have been built. According to Peace Now figures there 
are currently about 120 settlements and 90 outposts in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
003.htm#13060415000016 
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415000016
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel following reports of Israeli authorities cutting off the 
water supply of 10 villages north-west of Jerusalem on 1 April.[HL239] 

Lord Newby: We are looking into these specific reports. The UK regularly raises 
issues of water in the Occupied Palestinian Territories with the Israeli authorities, 
including stressing the urgent need for Israel to take immediate and practical 
measures to improve the current unacceptable situation and ensure fair 
distribution of water in the West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#130
6037001107  
 

Middle East 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what sanctions have been taken by (a) the Government and (b) international partners 
against the (i) Israeli Government and (ii) Palestinian parties in response to non-
compliance with the Oslo Accords and the Road Map. [157592] 

Alistair Burt: The UK does not believe that imposing sanctions on 
Israel/Palestine would be a constructive step. We urge both the Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities, including at the highest levels, to comply with their 
obligations under the Roadmap and take positive steps towards peace. It is a 
matter of much regret to the UK that 20 years after the signing of the Oslo 
accords, the parties have not reached an agreement on final status issues. 
Israel's phased withdrawals have stalled and what were envisaged as interim 
arrangements have become the status quo. Nonetheless, we continue to believe 
negotiations are the only route out of this impasse. 

Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the sanctions available to the Government and 
international partners in response to failures by (a) Israel and (b) the Palestinians to meet 
their obligations under the Oslo Accords and the Road Map. [157598] 

Alistair Burt: The UK does not believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories would be a constructive step. We are working 
with both sides in support of US Secretary of State Mr John Kerry's efforts on a 
renewed US-led initiative on the middle east peace process, in particular looking 
at the incentives, or disincentives, that might encourage the two sides to take 
positive steps towards peace. While these efforts are ongoing we are firmly 
focused on what incentives we, along with our EU partners, can offer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0
003.htm#13060415000015  
 
 

European Commission 

Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton on the appointment of Dr. 
Rami Hamdallah as the new Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority 
I congratulate Dr. Rami Hamdallah on his appointment as the next Prime Minister of the 
Palestinian Authority. Mr. Hamdallah has been appointed Prime Minister at a time when 
there is a real opportunity for a renewed peace process, but also at a time of difficult 
choices and challenges for Palestine. I look forward to working closely with Dr. 
Hamdallah and to supporting the continuing work to build the institutions of a future 
sovereign and independent Palestinian state based on respect for democracy and 
human rights and living in peace and security with its neighbours. I would also like to 
express my sincere appreciation for outgoing Prime Minister Dr. Salam Fayyad's 
consistent and successful work to advance the Palestinian Authority's state-building 
efforts. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137378.pdf    
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001107
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603w0002.htm#1306037001107
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130603/text/130603w0003.htm#13060415000015
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137378.pdf
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United Nations 

In message to Jewish Global Forum, UN Chief urges support for two-State solution 
Israel has a right to live in peace and security, but needs to halt settlement activity and 
take concrete action to end the occupations, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today 
reiterated, cautioning that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is approaching “a point of no 
return.” 
“The occupation, now nearing half a century, is not acceptable morally, politically, 
strategically – humanly,” Mr. Ban told the American Jewish Committee Global Forum … 
“I know many of you fully recognize that no interests are truly served by maintaining the 
status quo,” … 
Mr. Ban also noted that for there has been firing across the Golan disengagement lines 
for the first time in decades. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45070&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Ua4QR5XR
dzp  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-
0001.htm#13060312000364  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-
0002.htm#13060321000162  
 

Amendment to the Motion 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-
0001.htm#13060312000355  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45070&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Ua4QR5XRdzp
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45070&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Ua4QR5XRdzp
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0001.htm#13060312000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0001.htm#13060312000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0002.htm#13060321000162
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0002.htm#13060321000162
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0001.htm#13060312000355
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130603-0001.htm#13060312000355
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
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Welsh Assembly 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s17646/22%20May%202013%20-
%20Draft.html?CT=2  
 

Bill as amended at Stage 2 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s17687/Human%20Transplantation%
20Wales%20Bill%20as%20amended%20at%20Stage%202.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
** closes in 4 days 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s17646/22%20May%202013%20-%20Draft.html?CT=2
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s17646/22%20May%202013%20-%20Draft.html?CT=2
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s17687/Human%20Transplantation%20Wales%20Bill%20as%20amended%20at%20Stage%202.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s17687/Human%20Transplantation%20Wales%20Bill%20as%20amended%20at%20Stage%202.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
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