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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

Rosh Hashanah 2013: message from the Prime Minister 
I am delighted to have this opportunity to mark the High Holy Days of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur. 
At the beginning of this new Jewish year, millions around the world will come together 
with their friends and family to reflect on the year gone by and make resolutions and 
plans for all that is to come in the year ahead. 
At this important time, I want to join with all of you in expressing my hope for the future: 
that this new year will see progress towards a lasting peace for Israel and the Middle 
East. 
I pay tribute to all those involved who have taken the brave step to return to the 
negotiating table and I hope that they will find the courage and determination to continue 
in dialogue until a lasting solution is found. 
At this moment, I would also like to recognise Britain’s Jewish community for their 
incredible contribution to our country. You have given Britain so much in so many fields 
and I want to thank you for it. 
So enjoy the festivities and all that remains is for me to say Shanah Tovah. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2013-message-from-the-prime-
minister  
 

Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 

Rosh Hashanah 2013: message from the Deputy Prime Minister 
At this time of Rosh Hashanah, I want to wish all Jewish communities in the UK and 
around the world Shanah Tovah – a good year. 
The start of a new year is a time when all of us look to remember the lessons of what’s 
gone before and commit to the changes we believe are necessary for us to achieve a 
better life and brighter future. 
That is the power of Rosh Hashanah: a chance for you to take time out away from the 
demands and stresses of your work and home lives – to reflect on the past and celebrate 
what’s to come. 
As you gather at synagogue with your family, friends and neighbours or sit down to eat 
and give blessings, we in the rest of Britain also hear the call of shofar. And recognise 
and thank you for the contribution of your family and wider community to ensuring our 
country is a prosperous, tolerant and diverse nation. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2013-message-from-the-prime-minister
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The central principles of your faith are woven into the fabric of what makes us stronger as 
a society: that commitment to kindness, peace and justice as well as progress through 
education and hard work. 
And I would like to wish you and your family Tzom Kal – an easy fast and Shanah Tovah 
for a very happy and joyful new year. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2013-message-from-the-deputy-
prime-minister  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Trading with Illegal Israeli Settlements 
Alex Cunningham: What advice his Department has given to UK businesses on trading 
with illegal Israeli settlements. [900083] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): When asked by companies, we give a clear statement of 
our view on those settlements: they are illegal, an obstacle to peace and not 
helpful in creating the solution to the two-state process. In line with the publication 
tomorrow of the UK action plan on business and human rights, we are updating 
our guidance for those working in overseas markets in relation to this issue, and 
that will include Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Alex Cunningham: In the light of UK businesses continuing and expanding trade and 
investment in the illegal Israeli settlements in Palestine, will he confirm that it is actually 
wrong for them to do so? Does he not agree that a bit of advice is now insufficient and 
that he needs to take practical action to end these shameful activities? 

Alistair Burt: No, I do not. I think that providing advice to companies that are in a 
position to make their own choice, just as consumers can make their own choice 
through labelling of goods, is the right action. We do not support a boycott of 
Israel or those companies that work there, but what is most important, as the hon. 
Gentleman will know, is that these issues will be resolved when the negotiations 
currently taking place between Israel and the Palestinians are resolved and then 
all can look forward to a much better economic future for the region, rather than 
dealing with issues of restrictions. 

Robert Halfon: While progress on settlements is important, is my hon. Friend aware that 
the threat to Israel’s security remains a real concern, especially with the threat of 
chemical attacks from Syria? Has he made an assessment of those possible chemical 
attacks, and what will be the response of the British Government if the Assad regime 
drops chemical weapons on Israel? 

Alistair Burt: The worry of the conflict in Syria spreading over its borders is a very 
real one. We have seen the impact of that in Syria recently. The bombings in 
Tripoli recently produced from the Lebanese authorities an investigation into and 
indictment of pro-Assad supporters for that atrocity. Those in Israel are therefore 
absolutely right to be constantly aware of the risks and the dangers to them. 
Again, this goes to show how important it is to seek a resolution of the conflict in 
Syria, on which my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary is spending so much 
time. 

Simon Hughes: The Government have always been very clear about what is legal and 
illegal in international law in relation to Israel and the settlements. Now that the very 
welcome peace talks are under way, can Ministers assure us that they will continue to 
urge all parties — businesses, the voluntary sector and others — to do the things that will  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rosh-hashanah-2013-message-from-the-deputy-prime-minister
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support the peace process and remind people that keeping talking round the table is now 
the paramount objective because it is the best chance, possibly the last chance, to get 
some progress in the near future? 

Alistair Burt: My right hon. Friend has it absolutely right. A key part of the work 
that is going on at the moment is to make very clear to Palestinians and to Israel 
the economic benefits that will flow from success in the peace talks that are going 
on. That is very much work in progress. If the talks are successful, we will be 
talking about the opportunities for Palestine and for Israel rather than having the 
conversations we continually need to have about the difficulties caused by 
settlements and the like. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130903/debtext/13090
3-0001.htm#13090336000023  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Anne McGuire: What support his Department has provided to projects fostering co-
existence between Israelis and Palestinians. [900079] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): We are committed to encouraging peaceful co-existence 
between Israelis and Palestinians. Strengthening those who are committed to a 
peaceful resolution of the conflict is a key objective of our £4 million conflict pool, 
which is available in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories and supports 
such projects with that aim. 

Anne McGuire: I thank the Minister for his answer. The conflict pool funds operate in 
silos. Will he consider refocusing some of those funds to support joint working to 
encourage co-existence and co-operation between Israelis and Palestinians? 

Alistair Burt: I am very keen to do so. I visited a football project between Israelis, 
Palestinians and Israeli Arabs this year. There is a very good project where 
Palestinian doctors are trained in Israeli hospitals and return to Palestinian 
territories, and there is increased co-operation between them. At the moment, we 
are not getting enough applications from such projects. I am very keen to see 
more and to see the conflict pool used more to encourage co-existence. 

Philip Hollobone: What is the potential impact on revived trade arrangements between 
the Israelis and the Palestinians on the Gaza border as a result of Egyptian action 
against the smuggling tunnels controlled by Hamas? 

Alistair Burt: Getting a grip on the smuggling is a really important part of the 
future of Gaza, because its economy cannot deliver more unless this issue is 
dealt with. Essentially, however, the future economic prospects of Gaza are also 
closely bound up with a greater relaxation by the Israelis of the restrictions 
currently placed on Gaza and, of course, an overall settlement in the area, which 
will boost the Gazan economy and that of the west bank in due course. 

Louise Ellman: Organisations such as Givat Haviva and the Abraham Fund show the 
importance of co-existence. Does the Minister condemn those who campaign against co-
existence between Palestinians and Israelis? Indeed, does he recognise that their 
actions might be one of the reasons for the dearth of applications to the projects that he 
has mentioned? 

Alistair Burt: Absolutely. The hon. Lady makes a very good point. The 
atmosphere has been so poisoned over the years that two peoples whose 
individuals have an awful lot in common and whose work together will mean so 
much when there is a resolution to the issue between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians have been prevented from doing so. Peer pressure and other 
pressure that works against such projects is a tragedy. Separation over the years 
has done a great deal of damage. We must all get behind Secretary Kerry’s 
efforts because if, as part of that, there can be improved personal prospects and 
economic prospects for an independent Palestine, it will benefit both the 
Palestinians and Israel. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130903/debtext/130903-0001.htm#13090336000023
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Bob Russell: As the Foreign Secretary was silent about the ethnic cleansing of the 
Bedouin Arabs and the illegal building of yet more settlements on the occupied west 
bank, will the Minister confirm that those actions do nothing to foster co-existence 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians? 

Alistair Burt: We are never silent in relation to issues affecting the growth of 
settlements. We make statements about that and the Israelis are well aware of 
our situation. With respect to the internal situation affecting the Bedouin, I have 
been in contact over a period of time with Ministers responsible. It is a difficult 
internal issue in Israel and much attention is being paid to it on both the Bedouin 
side and the Israeli side. 

Ian Lucas: At a time of such darkness in the middle east, will the Minister join me in 
commending the work carried out by the West-Eastern Divan orchestra led by Daniel 
Barenboim, which creates a space for dialogue through music, in the words of Mr 
Barenboim? Will the Minister continue to support such projects to foster co-existence at a 
very difficult time? 

Alistair Burt: Yes. As the hon. Gentleman says, it is a ray of light that, despite all 
the difficulties, people’s interest in coming together and realising what they have 
in common can sometimes overcome the most difficult things. History is full of 
situations where those who have been the bitterest enemies have, over time, 
developed into friends. It will take time in relation to some in Israel and in what we 
hope will be a new Palestinian state, but the efforts of those who have made 
opportunities for co-existence in the years of difficulty will be seen as even more 
important in the years to come. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130903/debtext/13090
3-0001.htm#13090336000019 
 

Middle East Peace Process 
David Burrowes: What assessment he has made of the latest prospects for the middle 
east peace process; and if he will make a statement. [900077] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): I applaud the extraordinary commitment of Secretary Kerry to bringing 
about the resumption of formal negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. 
Hard work and difficult choices lie ahead, and both sides will need to show 
decisive leadership. Britain will do all it can to support efforts to bring about a 
lasting peace. 

Mr Burrowes: I welcome the Foreign Secretary’s response, but given the news this week 
from Israel’s Shin Bet security agency that it has uncovered a Hamas terror cell planning 
attacks on Israelis during the upcoming Jewish holiday season, what prospect is there for 
success in the peace process, particularly when Hamas states that it will never accept 
the negotiation track and result? 

Mr Hague: There are people—my hon. Friend is right to draw attention to them—
who will try to disrupt and sabotage this immense effort to bring about permanent 
peace between Israelis and Palestinians. On the other hand, President Abbas, the 
leader of the Palestinian Authority, is a genuine partner for peace for Israel and I 
welcome the bold leadership he has shown. He will visit the UK shortly and we will 
have detailed discussions with him about the way forward for Palestinians and the 
need for them to embrace this process, notwithstanding the obstruction of Hamas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130903/debtext/13090
3-0001.htm#13090336000017  
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Bob Russell (469) BBC censorship at the Proms – That this House condemns the 
BBC for censoring comments made by violinist Nigel Kennedy when he spoke during a 
BBC Proms concert from the Royal Albert Hall while performing with a group of young 
Palestinian musicians; believes that the BBC’s worldwide reputation for impartiality and 
fairness has been undermined as a result of such censorship when it broadcast the 
concert on BBC 4 on 23 August 2013; applauds Mr Kennedy for drawing attention to the 
apartheid being operated by the government of Israel; and urges the Government to seek 
an explanation from the BBC as to whether its decision to delete the comments made by 
Mr Kennedy in the course of the concert was because of a complaint from former BBC 
Governor Baroness Deech. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/469  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/469
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm
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** closes tomorrow 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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