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Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

Communities Minister launches Hindu Council of Wales - new organisation to 
speak as one voice for Wales’ Hindus 
The Council will act as a single voice for Wales’ Hindu population and have three main 
roles: 

 To promote Hindu culture, religion and values. 
 To voice issues that concern Hindus at local and national levels. 
 To represent Hindus in interfaith work that promotes mutual understanding 

amongst other faith organisations and their members. 
… the Minister said: “Modern day Wales is a society built on diverse and multi-cultural 
communities with people from a whole host of different backgrounds and unique 
characteristics and experiences. I strongly believe that this is what makes Wales such a 
vibrant nation … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/130415-hindu-council-
wales/?status=close.d&lang=en  
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Holocaust 

Northern Ireland Assembly Question 

Holocaust 
Mr Weir asked the Minister of Education what steps are being taken to increase pupils’ 
awareness of the Holocaust.�(AQW 21322/11-15) 

Mr O’Dowd: I am very conscious of the importance of making children aware of 
the Holocaust and the lessons that can be learned. The curriculum in place in all 
schools in the north of Ireland provides opportunities to explore the Holocaust and  
 
 

related issues, for example through contributory elements such as History, Local 

http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/130415-hindu-council-wales/?status=close.d&lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/130415-hindu-council-wales/?status=close.d&lang=en
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and Global Citizenship and The World Around Us. 
There are a number of educational resources relating to the Holocaust, tailored to 
meet the needs of children at each key stage. The C2k Education Network service 
(the managed ICT service in schools) currently provides links to educational 
resources/lessons on the Holocaust for schools to use. The Department of 
Education also recently agreed to make a DVD produced by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust and a Holocaust DVD resource from the Imperial War Museum 
available to schools through the Education Network service. 

(page WA472) http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/130412.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
George Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government about night-time arrests 
of children. [149692] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised with the Israeli authorities our concerns about the 
treatment of Palestinian child detainees, including the issue of night-time arrests, 
on a number of occasions. During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the 
Attorney-General, my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield 
(Mr Grieve) discussed the issue with his Israeli counterpart, Yehuda Weinstein, 
and other senior interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between Israeli 
and British legal experts on the subject. In addition, Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office officials discussed this with a senior Israeli legal delegation in London on 31 
January. 

George Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with Israeli authorities about recording of police interviews 
with children. [149694] 

Alistair Burt: During his visit to Israel in November 2012 the Attorney-General, 
my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve) raised 
the issue of audio-visual recording of interviews with Palestinian children held in 
Israeli military detention, as recommended in an independent report by British 
legal experts, with the Israeli Attorney-General Yehuda Weinstein and other 
senior interlocuters. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between Israeli and 
British legal experts on the subject. This followed previous discussions between 
our embassy in Tel Aviv and the Israeli authorities on this and other 
recommendations made in the June 2012 report. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials discussed the recommendations and 
progress on this issue with a senior Israeli legal delegation on 31 January 2013. 
The delegation reported that recording of police interviews with Palestinian 
children was being introduced in some cases. The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office officials urged that this practice be made uniform and be formalised into 
Israeli policy and law. 

George Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to ensure that Palestinian children are not blindfolded or hooded 
on arrest. [149695] 

Alistair Burt: We have raised with the Israeli authorities our concerns about the 
treatment  of  Palestinian  child  detainees,  including  the  issues  of  hooding and  
 
 

shackling, on a number of occasions. We consider such practices to be wrong. 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/130412.pdf
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During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the Attorney-General, my right hon. 
and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve) discussed our 
concerns with his Israeli counterpart, Yehuda Weinstein, and other senior 
interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between Israeli and British legal 
experts on the subject. In addition, Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials 
discussed these with a senior Israeli legal delegation in London on 31 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0
001.htm#1304161000012  
 

Palestinians 
George Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is planning to take against UK directors of G4S over the alleged illegal 
transfer of Palestinian prisoners to Israeli prisons. [149691] 

Alistair Burt: I refer the right hon. Member to my answer of 7 March 2013, Official 
Report, column 1191W. 

George Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the suspension of family visits to Gazan prisoners held 
in Israeli jails; and if he will make a statement. [149693] 

Alistair Burt: Our officials from the consulate general in Jerusalem received a 
report on 18 March from the International Committee of the Red Cross saying that 
Israel has suspended family visits to prisoners from Gaza for three weeks for 
Jewish holidays. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv have raised the issue of family visits for Palestinian 
prisoners with the Israeli authorities and, following the Palestinian prisoners' 
hunger strike, family visits have been reinstated. We continue to press the Israeli 
authorities to treat prisoners in accordance with international and Israeli law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0
001.htm#1304161000018  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0
004.htm#1303081000033  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary extends best wishes to Israel on Independence Day 
It is a pleasure to extend the best wishes of the United Kingdom to the people of Israel on 
Independence Day. The UK and Israel share a strong friendship that is anchored in 
democratic values and many common interests. Our support for Israel and Israel’s 
security remains unshakeable. 
As the people of Israel celebrate their 65th Independence Day, we look forward to 
continuing our friendship with Israel and building on the existing partnership between our 
countries in science, technology, security, and education.   And we remain committed to 
working with Israelis and Palestinians to achieve urgent progress on a two-state solution, 
and to secure a future for both peoples at peace in the region. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-extends-best-wishes-to-israel-on-
independence-day  
 
Foreign Secretary regrets departure of Palestinian Prime Minister 
William Hague said: “I regret to hear that Dr Salam Fayyad has resigned as Palestinian 
Prime Minister. Dr Fayyad has made an outstanding contribution to Palestinian state-
building, as Finance Minister then as Prime Minister. He has been a close partner to  
successive British Governments. 
 
 

“Thanks to his dedication and energy, the Palestinian Authority has taken great strides 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0001.htm#1304161000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0001.htm#1304161000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0001.htm#1304161000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0001.htm#1304161000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0004.htm#1303081000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130307/text/130307w0004.htm#1303081000033
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-extends-best-wishes-to-israel-on-independence-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-extends-best-wishes-to-israel-on-independence-day
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forward in building the institutions necessary for a Palestinian state. Palestinian 
institutions are now stronger and more transparent. Despite serious economic 
constraints, the World Bank, IMF and UN last year all said that the Palestinian Authority 
has the capacity to be a functioning state in important sectors. 
“This development is a reminder of the urgency of returning to negotiations on a two-
state solution. We need to see a clear path leading to a viable, independent Palestinian 
state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, living in peace and security with 
Israel. And the vital work of Palestinian state-building must go on. 2013 is a crucial year 
for Middle East peace. We will continue to work with President Abbas, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and with our US and EU partners, to urge the necessary progress.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-regrets-departure-of-palestinian-
prime-minister  
 
 

United Nations 

UN reaffirms commitment to working with Palestinian partners after official’s 
resignation 
The United Nations today reiterated its commitment to working with Palestinian partners 
and President Mahmoud Abbas on development, state-building and the achievement of a 
two-state solution despite the resignation of Prime Minister Salam Fayyad. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appreciated Mr. Fayyad’s “strong efforts” and 
commended his “leadership and his commitment to improving the lives of all 
Palestinians,” said Mr. Ban’s spokesperson in a statement. … 
In a separate statement, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
Robert Serry, said that Mr. Fayyad “has not only been an interlocutor I personally hold in 
the highest esteem, but also a valuable partner for the international community, including 
the United Nations.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44652&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UW17t7_R
dzo  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Africa and Middle East 
Gregory Campbell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the recent report by Open Doors UK which 
concluded that persecution of Christians is increasing in Africa and the Middle East. 
[150521] 

Alistair Burt: I share Open Doors' concerns about those who are persecuted 
around the world because of their religion or belief. The British Government 
condemns all violence and discrimination against individuals or groups because of 
their religion, regardless of the country or faith concerned. We also seek to act on 
the representations made by advocacy organisations, including Open Doors, with 
whom my officials are in regular contact. 
The report by Open Doors raised concerns about a major exodus of Christians 
from the middle east. We regularly stress to governments the importance of 
respecting  universal  human  rights,  including  religious rights and the rule of law,  
 
 

particularly in those countries affected by the Arab Spring. For example in Egypt in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-regrets-departure-of-palestinian-prime-minister
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-regrets-departure-of-palestinian-prime-minister
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6739
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44652&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UW17t7_Rdzo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44652&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UW17t7_Rdzo
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January I conveyed our concerns about the protection of minorities, including 
Christians, to a range of political and civil society figures. 
Through the Arab Partnership, the Government's strategic programme of support 
for fundamental, long-term positive change in the middle east and North Africa, 
we are working to strengthen the local institutions which will help the people of the 
region to build more open and inclusive societies. Such societies offer citizens the 
best chance to exercise their human rights fully, and to build long-term prosperity 
and security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0
001.htm#1304161000002  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Human Rights and Democracy:�The 2012 Foreign & Commonwealth Office Report 
pp187-193: Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/2012-Human-Rights-and-
Democracy.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

ODIHR trains police trainers on preventing and responding to hate crimes 
Police trainers from 11 OSCE participating States completed a three-day specialized 
police training programme on recognizing, understanding and investigating hate crimes 
… “Hate crimes are often 'symbolic crimes,' and the police are in the best position to 
send a zero-tolerance message against these acts,” said Floriane Hohenberg, the Head 
of ODIHR’s Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Department. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/100689  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
 
 
 

Crime and Courts Bill 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0001.htm#1304161000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130415/text/130415w0001.htm#1304161000002
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/2012-Human-Rights-and-Democracy.pdf
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/2012-Human-Rights-and-Democracy.pdf
http://www.osce.org/odihr/100689
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
 

Welsh Assembly 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

  Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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