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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Higher Education: Radicalism 
Pamela Nash: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
working groups his Department has formed on combating religious extremism in 
universities. [149798] 

Mr Willetts: There are no BIS led working groups on combating religious 
extremism in universities. Officials in BIS are part of the wider Home Office and 
DCLG led groups on preventing extremism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0
003.htm#13032680000119  
 
 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister's Passover message 
“I send my very best wishes to Jewish communities in Britain and internationally 
celebrating Passover this year. 
“The fact that millions of people are observing a festival which is thousands of years old 
shows the enduring and positive strength of your faith in our world. 
“And it is right that the story of the Exodus – the freeing of oppressed peoples – is not 
forgotten. I join you in the hope and determination that a lasting peace can be found for 
Israel and the wider region.  I’d also like to take this opportunity to praise the British 
Jewish community for their significant historic and continued contribution to life in the UK, 
which has helped make Britain the richly diverse and inclusive place it is today. 
“I wish you a happy and peaceful Pesach.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/passover-message-2013/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary wishes Jewish communities a Happy Passover 
The Foreign Secretary, William Hague, said: As celebrations for the festival of Pesach 
begin, I want to send my warmest wishes to Jewish communities in Britain and across 
the world. Passover marks the release of the Children of Israel from slavery. It is a joyous 
time for Jews around the world as they come together to celebrate liberty and freedom. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0003.htm#13032680000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0003.htm#13032680000119
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/passover-message-2013/
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I wish you and your family a Hag Pesach Sameach [Happy Passover]. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-wishes-jewish-communities-a-
happy-passover  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

No place for hate 
Communities Minister Don Foster … said: “Extremist groups are an affront to our society 
in every form - they are divisive and create fear in our communities. They must be 
isolated, undermined, outflanked and subject to the ridicule they deserve. 
“In Creating the Conditions for Integration published last February, the government set 
out its approach to creating and sustaining strong communities. A major part of the 
approach is to tackle extremism and intolerance head on. This is why we are supporting 
Show Racism the Red Card to work in schools across the country, giving 10,000 
students the understanding to reject extremist messages.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/no-place-for-hate  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

National Assembly Committee agrees general principles of Human Transplantation 
(Wales) Bill 
… The Bill proposes to change the current organ donation system from one in which 
individuals opt in to have their organs donated after death, to one of deemed consent. 
‘Deemed consent’ would require an individual to expressly opt out if they did not want to 
donate. However there would still be a role for the family to provide information on the 
wishes of their loved one. … 
The Committee called for further clarification over the role of family and friends have 
regarding deemed consent donation. The Committee stressed the need for the Health 
and Social Services Minister to provide clarity and consistency on the question of 
whether the family would be able to provide information about the wishes of their loved 
one or whether they would have a veto over donation taking place. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=244555&ds=3/2013  
 
 

BBC 

Labour peer Lord Ahmed apologises to Jewish community    
Lord Ahmed has apologised "completely and unreservedly" for blaming Jewish-owned 
media organisations for his imprisonment for dangerous driving. 
He told the Huffington Post UK he could not "believe" it when he saw the Times reports of 
what he had said in a Pakistani television interview. He said his comments were 
"completely wrong", "unacceptable" and the product of a "twisted mind" - but took "full 
responsibility" for them. … 
Lord Ahmed told the Huffington Post that he was not anti-Semitic and said he did not 
have "any explanation or excuse" for his comments.  "I only believe in facts and to be 
honest I should have stuck with the facts rather than with conspiracy theories," … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21965489  

TOP 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-wishes-jewish-communities-a-happy-passover
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-wishes-jewish-communities-a-happy-passover
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/creating-the-conditions-for-a-more-integrated-society
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/no-place-for-hate
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=244555&ds=3/2013
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=244555&ds=3/2013
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2013/03/26/lord-ahmed-interview_n_2954621.html?1364468003
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-21965489
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Martin Vickers: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 

assessment he has made of the UK-Israel Tech Hub. [149725] 
Mr Willetts: The UK Israel Tech Hub was launched in October 2011 by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, my right hon. Friend the Member for Tatton (Mr 
Osborne), and with the active support and involvement of BIS, in order to drive UK 
economic growth by helping British companies partner with the best of Israeli 
innovation. 
The Hub conducted a process of strategic planning and consultation with industry 
leaders on both sides to identify sectors with unique UK/Israel synergies—
including Digital, Biomed, Cleantech, Arabic Internet, Government IT and Finance. 
Within these sectors, priorities have been mapped out and targeted activities 
executed to address these priorities. 
Following the launch of the Hub, I visited Israel at the end of October 2011, on a 
high tech mission to promote the UK as a natural partner for Israeli high tech and 
to develop an understanding of the Israeli high tech scene. 
I also co-chair the UK-Israel High Tech Council, launched in March 2012, with 
Israel's Chief Scientist, Avi Hasson. 
The UK Israel Tech Hub has been defined as a three-year experiment and the 
assessment to date is that it is meeting and even exceeding expectations within 
this short time frame. Achievements to date include: 
In the digital sector—three inward investment successes (opening offices in the 
UK), over 20 prospective commercial partnerships, and a positive change in 
perception among Israeli participants regarding the attractiveness of the tech 
environment; and 
In the biomed sector—three Israeli companies planning clinical trials in the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0
003.htm#13032680000122  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning Israeli military action within the Al Aqsa 
mosque compound on 8 March.[HL6218] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
aware of clashes near and at the Al Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem on 8 
March, as Israeli police officers entered the compound. We have not discussed 
these specific incidents with the Israeli authorities although our views on 
Jerusalem, both respect for the holy sites and the need for Jerusalem to act as a 
future capital for two states, are well known. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130326w0001.htm#130
32659000656  
 

Middle East 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
support the Government is providing to projects to encourage young Palestinians and 
Israelis to work together. [148908] 

Alistair Burt: The Government recognises the importance of supporting 
constituencies committed to resolving the conflict peacefully and generating 
dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians.  We are  currently  developing Conflict  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0003.htm#13032680000122
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0003.htm#13032680000122
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130326w0001.htm#13032659000656
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130326w0001.htm#13032659000656
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Pool projects for Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories for the financial 
year 2013-14 including those that foster co-existence. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions has he had with his US counterpart on the conflict between Israel and 
Palestine. [148909] 

Alistair Burt: There is no more urgent foreign policy priority for 2013 than 
restarting negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. Both the Prime Minister 
and the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), discussed this issue with 
US Secretary of State John Kerry during his recent visit to London. We are 
committed to working actively with the United States, the Israelis and Palestinians, 
and our other international partners, to achieve progress before the window for a 
two state solution closes. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the Hamas Charter and its effect on the Middle East Peace 
Process. [148926] 

Alistair Burt: The Government's position remains that if Hamas wish to be treated 
by the UK and the rest of the international community like other Islamist 
movements in the region, they must first make credible steps towards renouncing 
violence, recognising Israel and accepting previously signed agreements, in line 
with the Quartet principles. We are following ongoing discussions on Palestinian 
reconciliation. If, through the reconciliation process with Fatah, Hamas supports a 
new unified Palestinian Government which rejects violence and pursues a 
negotiated peace, that would be a good first step. 
We also urge Hamas to continue to respect the ceasefire agreed with Israel on 21 
November 2012. We are calling on all sides to take advantage of the continuing 
talks in Cairo to address the fundamental issues facing Gaza, including more 
access for people and goods and an end to the smuggling of weapons into Gaza. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received that militants in the Sinai test-fired a long-range missile. [148928] 

Alistair Burt: We have not received any reports about militants test-firing a long-
range missile in the Sinai. 
We are concerned about the security situation in the Sinai. We continue to monitor 
the situation and discuss it with the Egyptian authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
002.htm#13032267000104  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the Government of Israel concerning the replacement and rebuilding of the water, 
sanitation and hygiene structures in the West Bank.[HL6361] 
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have made to the 
Government of Israel concerning the confiscation of water pumps and portable water 
tanks in the West Bank.[HL6362] 

Baroness Northover: DfID along with our EU partners has consistently called on 
Israel to halt the demolition of Palestinian infrastructure in Area C of the West 
Bank and streamline the procedure for Palestinians to gain planning permission. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#130
32736000402  
 

Occupied Territories 
Chris Williamson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Government of Israel on the announcement of 
3,500 homes in planning area E1. [148950] 

Alistair Burt:We condemned the Israeli Government's recent decision to unfreeze 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000104
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000104
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000402
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000402
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planning in the area known as E1. Settlements are illegal under international law, 
and settlements in this area risk altering the situation on the ground in a way that 
threatens the very viability of a two state solution. I formally summoned the Israeli 
ambassador to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office on 3 December, to make 
clear the depth of our concerns. 
We will continue to make our concerns about settlements, including planning for 
the El area, clear to the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
002.htm#13032267000105  
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) 
what recent representations the British (a) Ambassador to Israel and (b) Consul General 
in Jerusalem have made to the Palestinian Authority about incitement; [149647] 
(2) what representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on fulfilling its Road 
Map commitment to end incitement against Israel. [149649] 

Alistair Burt: Our officials raise instances of incitement with both the Palestinian 
Authority and Israel whenever we feel this appropriate. There is a profound need 
for both the Israeli and Palestinian sides to do more to promote a positive 
portrayal of each other, reflecting the principles of co-existence, tolerance, justice 
and human dignity. However, the British Government believes that the track 
record of President Abbas and Prime Minister Fayyad shows they are genuinely 
committed to a non-violent pursuit of a two state solution. 

Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the (a) treatment and (b) position of Christians 
in the Palestinian territories. [149648] 

Alistair Burt: The Government places a high priority on the right to freedom of 
religion for all. 
The UK is not aware of specific legal restrictions placed upon Christians in Gaza 
or the west bank to practise their religion. However, we remain deeply concerned 
about restrictions on freedom of movement. Palestinian Christian communities are 
primarily concentrated in Bethlehem, Ramallah and East Jerusalem. Travel by 
Palestinians between these places remains very difficult due to Israeli restrictions 
on freedom of movement. Palestinian Christians may also, like Palestinians of 
other faiths, face other restrictions as a result of the policies of the respective 
authorities exercising control over the occupied Palestinian Territories. 
The Government regularly discusses these issues with religious leaders of all 
faiths, and with the relevant authorities, including raising specific cases as 
appropriate and discussing ways of protecting holy sites across the occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on the naming of cultural 
and sporting events after terrorists. [149675] 

Alistair Burt: As the Prime Minister made clear in his speech to the United Jewish 
Israel Appeal on 15 October 2012, the UK will not tolerate incitement to terrorism 
and cannot support those who name sporting events after suicide bombers. 
We have a regular dialogue with the Palestinian Authority in which we reiterate the 
need for both sides to prepare their populations for peaceful coexistence and to 
avoid anything which further stirs up hatred and prejudice. We most recently 
raised the issue of incitement with Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad's office in 
January 2013. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130325/text/130325w0
002.htm#13032537000019  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130325/text/130325w0002.htm#13032537000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130325/text/130325w0002.htm#13032537000019
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Palestinians 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how many 
projects her Department has funded in Palestine which have been subject to auditing and 
quality assurance assessments in each of the last five years; and the total number of 
such projects in that period. [149635] 

Mr Duncan: All of our projects are subject to rigorous quality assurance 
assessments prior to approval, annually and at project completion. In addition, all 
project partners must provide audited financial statements of their expenditure 
each year. Full details of the projects which the UK supports are available on our 
website:  
http://projects.dfid.gov.uk/Default.aspx?countrySelect=WB-
OccupiedPalestinian_territories  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
001.htm#13032267000055  
 

Palestinians 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the effects of settlement expansion on the 
development of the Palestinian economy. [148911] 

Alistair Burt: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) is clear: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to 
peace and make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder 
to achieve. Settlements also impact on the Palestinian economy in a number of 
ways. 
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in 
the OPTs, about one third of land within the outer limits of settlements is privately 
owned Palestinian land. Settlements therefore increasingly reduce the amount of 
land, including agricultural land, available for Palestinian use, and restrict access 
to water sources. 
Settler violence can also impact on Palestinian livelihoods. There have been 
incidents of settlers damaging or uprooting olive trees, the sole source of income 
for many Palestinian farmers. According to OCHA the olive oil industry makes up 
14% of the agricultural income for the OPTs and supports the livelihoods of 
approximately 80,000 families. 
Settlements contribute to the fragmentation of the West Bank and impede 
movement and access around the West Bank. For example, 124 km of roads in 
the West Bank are exclusively for the use of Israeli settlers and armed forces and 
closed to all Palestinians. This makes it difficult for Palestinians, particularly those 
who live close to settlements, to move around and to access agricultural land, or 
to travel for employment purposes. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of economic progress in the West Bank. [148912] 

Alistair Burt: The Government continues to assess that Israeli restrictions on 
movement and access in the West Bank and Gaza are the single biggest obstacle 
to trade and economic development, and hence one of the most important causes 
of the current financial difficulties of the Palestinian Authority along with the 
withholding by Israel of customs revenues due to the Palestinian Authority. This is 
in line with the assessment of the World Bank's Economic Monitoring Report to 
the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee on 19 March. 
We continue to lobby the Israeli Government to ease its restrictions on movement 
and access and to transfer the customs revenues in a timely and predictable 
manner in accordance with its obligations under the Paris Protocol. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received that the UN-backed marathon in Gaza was cancelled after 
Hamas banned women from participating. [148927] 

 

http://projects.dfid.gov.uk/Default.aspx?countrySelect=WB-OccupiedPalestinian_territories
http://projects.dfid.gov.uk/Default.aspx?countrySelect=WB-OccupiedPalestinian_territories
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0001.htm#13032267000055
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0001.htm#13032267000055
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Alistair Burt: We have received media reports stating that the UN-backed 
marathon in Gaza was cancelled for these reasons. 

Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the water supply to Palestinians in 
Gaza. [149092] 

Alistair Burt: It is important to ensure the fair and effective distribution of shared 
water resources across the Middle East. The Government continues to press the 
Israeli Government, bilaterally and by working with others such as the European 
Union, on the need to ensure adequate access to water in Gaza. These resources 
are limited and therefore require the effective co-operation of all parties to 
manage them in such a manner that ensures there will be enough for all. 

Lyn Brown: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the foreign policy implications of shortage of water in Gaza. 
[149094] 

Alistair Burt: The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources across 
the Middle East is of great concern to us. The Government continues to press the 
Israeli Government, bilaterally and by working with others such as the European 
Union, on the need to ensure adequate access to water in Gaza. These resources 
are limited and therefore require the effective co-operation of all parties to 
manage them in such a manner that ensures there will be enough for all. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
002.htm#13032267000106 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the Government of Israel concerning water supply in the West Bank and Gaza, in 
the light of the World Health Organisation’s recommended minimum supply of 100 litres 
of water per capita per day.[HL6360] 

Baroness Northover: Our embassy regularly raises the need for fair and effective 
distribution of shared water resources with the Israeli authorities, calling on Israel 
to fulfil its obligations under international humanitarian law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#130
32736000401  
 

Qatar 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Qatar concerning the Gazan water supply and sewage disposal 
installations.[HL6359] 

Baroness Northover: The Minister of State for International Development, right 
honourable Alan Duncan, met the Government of Qatar in October 2012 to 
discuss their development support to the Occupied Palestinian Territories. They 
discussed a range of issues regarding key development and humanitarian 
priorities in the West Bank and Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#130
32736000411  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of reconstruction in Gaza following investment from Qatar.[HL6220] 

Baroness Northover: We welcome the pledge made by Qatar in October 2012 to 
commit approximately $450 million for infrastructure, development and education 
in Gaza. 
In November 2012 the UK provided additional funding to help at least 85,000 
people who were affected by the conflict in Gaza. This included temporary shelter 
and medical assistance, as well as helping with rebuilding homes. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000401
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000401
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000411
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000411
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The UK remains deeply concerned by the humanitarian situation in Gaza, which is 
unacceptable and unsustainable. As a result of the blockade, the UN and 
international organisations constantly confront difficulties in gaining access and 
importing the materials required for humanitarian and reconstruction projects. We 
have consistently called upon Israel to improve movement and access. We 
welcome the partial easing in recent months, but it is clear that there is more that 
needs to be dune, and we are working with our EU colleagues to press for real 
changes on the ground. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#130
32736000391 
 

Ma'an News Agency 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) how 
much UK aid is given to Ma'an News Agency; [149627] 
 (2) what recent representations she has made to Ma'an News Agency. [149628] 

Mr Duncan: No UK aid is given to Ma'an News Agency. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
001.htm#13032267000053  
 

Lebanon 
Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the security situation in southern Lebanon. [148906] 

Alistair Burt: We welcome the current calm in southern Lebanon and the positive 
role played by United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon in maintaining it. We are 
urging both Lebanon and Israel to take advantage of the ceasefire to implement 
their commitments under Security Council Resolution 1701 and to conduct 
negotiations towards a permanent peace, including settling all outstanding border 
disputes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
002.htm#13032267000103  
 
 

European Union 

The EU releases further assistance to support Palestinian people and refugees 
The European Union has today adopted the second part of its 2013 assistance package 
for Palestine. It will ensure that critical support to the Palestinian Authority (PA) and 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East  for the 
provision of vital services in the area of health, education and social services to the 
Palestinian people is not interrupted.… 
EU Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy, Štefan Füle, 
commented: "Despite commendable efforts of budget consolidation, the fiscal problem of 
the Palestinian Authority is progressively worsening and has been extremely difficult 
since the end of last year. The EU is aware of these constraints and taking steps to 
alleviate the problem. These new funds are vital for ensuring that there is no interruption 
in the provision of basic services, such as health, education, social protection, as well as 
in the relief to the Palestinian people in Palestine and to the Palestinian refugees 
abroad." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/136588.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000391
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130327w0001.htm#13032736000391
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0001.htm#13032267000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0001.htm#13032267000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000103
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000103
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/136588.pdf
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United Nations 

UN envoy cites opening for serious push for Israeli-Palestinian peace 
… “We now have an opening to develop a serious and substantial political initiative to 
achieve the negotiated two-State solution that we all hope for and that will best serve the 
interests, rights and aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians alike,” Robert Serry, Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said in his briefing to the Security 
Council. … 
Both Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas reiterated their commitment to the two-State solution as essentially the only 
prospect for the future of Israelis and Palestinians, “while they undeniably differ on its 
terms, and on how to attain it,” said Mr. Serry. “It is incumbent upon us as the United 
Nations, and the international community, to help them bridge those differences,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44481&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UVRvbb_R
dzo  
 
Security Council express ‘grave concern’ over presence of troops in Golan Heights 
The United Nations Security Council today said it was gravely concerned at the presence 
of the Syrian and opposition troops inside the demilitarized area of the Golan Heights …  
calling on both sides to respect the blue helmets’ freedom of movement and security. 
UN peacekeepers are in the area to monitor the 1974 disengagement accord agreed 
upon by Syria and Israel after their 1973 war. … 
The Council noted that the Government of Syria has the primary responsibility for safety 
and security of UNDOF’s personnel and called on all parties to respect UNDOF's 
privileges and immunities and “to ensure the security of and unhindered and immediate 
access for United Nations personnel carrying out their mandate.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44511&Cr=golan+heights&Cr1=#.UVRu
vr_Rdzo  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Developing Countries: Religion 
John Glen: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development with reference to 
her Department's report, Faith Partnership Principles, published in 2012, what work her 
Department is (a) funding and (b) undertaking to develop dialogue with national and local 
faith-based actors at her Department's country office level to promote common 
understandings and collaborative platforms for action. [150239] 

Lynne Featherstone: There are no specific funding commitments attached to 
DFID's work on the “Faith Partnership Principles Paper”. The Paper aims to 
strengthen and guide DFID's future relationship and collaboration with faith 
groups. DFID is already supporting the work of a variety of faith groups through 
the Programme Partnership Arrangements, the Global Poverty Action Fund and 
the UK Aid match. DFID and the Faith Working Group agreed to identify priority 
countries where it would be possible to collaborate and build a common 
understanding. The first pilot country identified is Tanzania. The Faith Working 
Group and DFID will meet in mid-April 2013 with DFID Tanzania to discuss how 
best  to  progress  this  work  which  should  be  initiated in  June 2013.  Additional  
 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2013/sc10957.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44481&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UVRvbb_Rdzo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44481&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UVRvbb_Rdzo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44511&Cr=golan+heights&Cr1=#.UVRuvr_Rdzo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44511&Cr=golan+heights&Cr1=#.UVRuvr_Rdzo
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countries where further work can be undertaken will be identified after the 
summer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0
005.htm#13032680000190  

 
Hezbollah 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had on the proscription of Hezbollah. [148910] 

Alistair Burt: It remains our view that it is imperative that the EU takes robust 
action in response to the terrorist attack carried out in Bulgaria by members of 
Hezbollah's military wing on European soil. We are engaged in discussions with 
EU partners on designation of Hezbollah's military wing under the EU's terrorist 
asset freezing regime. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), also discussed the issue of 
Hezbollah and EU designation with both Prime Minister Mikati and President 
Sleiman during his recent visit to Beirut. They agreed on the importance of 
Lebanon's full cooperation with the Bulgarian investigation into the bombing, and 
the Secretary of State made clear that the UK does not believe that designation 
would affect EU relations with Lebanon or Lebanon's stability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0
002.htm#13032267000101  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

UCU 

UCU cleared of harassment in landmark tribunal 
An Employment Tribunal has found in favour of UCU on all ten complaints of harassment 
brought by a UCU member who opposed the union's policy on Palestine.  
… the Tribunal stated that 'the proceedings are dismissed in their totality' and 'we greatly 
regret that the case was ever brought.  At heart it represents an impermissible attempt to 
achieve a political end by litigious means.'��… 'underlying it we sense a worrying 
disregard for pluralism, tolerance and freedom of expression, principles which the courts 
and tribunals are, and must be, vigilant to protect'.��While witnesses for UCU were 
described in the tribunal's decision as 'careful and accurate', some witnesses for the 
claimant were described as appearing to 'misunderstand the nature of the proceedings 
and more disposed to score points or play to the gallery rather than providing 
straightforward answers to the clear questions put to them'.  ��John Mann MP and 
former MP Denis MacShane were collectively described as giving 'glib evidence, while 
testimony of another key witness for the claimant was described as 'extraordinarily 
arrogant but also disturbing'.��…  
http://www.ucu.org.uk/6562 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0005.htm#13032680000190
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/text/130326w0005.htm#13032680000190
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000101
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130322/text/130322w0002.htm#13032267000101
http://www.ucu.org.uk/6562
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0090/amend/ml090-i.1-7.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0090/amend/ml090-iman.pdf 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0156/2013156.1-4.html  
 

Lords consideration of Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130325-
0001.htm#13032511000850  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/debtext/130326-
0001.htm#13032655000017  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0090/amend/ml090-i.1-7.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0090/amend/ml090-iman.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0156/2013156.1-4.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130325-0001.htm#13032511000850
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130325-0001.htm#13032511000850
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/debtext/130326-0001.htm#13032655000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130326/debtext/130326-0001.htm#13032655000017
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
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Welsh Assembly 
** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Stage 1 Report 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-
ld9275-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9275%20-
%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20Committee%3A%20Stage%201%20Committ
ee%20Report%2C%20Human%20Transplantation%20%28Wales%29%20Bill  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** close tomorrow 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK (closing date 29 
March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9275-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9275%20-%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20Committee%3A%20Stage%201%20Committee%20Report%2C%20Human%20Transplantation%20%28Wales%29%20Bill
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9275-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9275%20-%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20Committee%3A%20Stage%201%20Committee%20Report%2C%20Human%20Transplantation%20%28Wales%29%20Bill
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9275-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9275%20-%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20Committee%3A%20Stage%201%20Committee%20Report%2C%20Human%20Transplantation%20%28Wales%29%20Bill
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9275-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9275%20-%20Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20Committee%3A%20Stage%201%20Committee%20Report%2C%20Human%20Transplantation%20%28Wales%29%20Bill
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/
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