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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Occupied Territories 
Fiona O'Donnell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what diplomatic steps he has taken in response to the announcement by the Israeli 
government in 2012 relating to the E1 settlement project to the east of Jerusalem. 
[148967] 

Alistair Burt: We condemned the Israeli Government's decision on 30 November 
2012 to unfreeze planning in the area known as E1. Settlements are illegal under 
international law, and this plan in particular has the potential to alter the situation 
on the ground on a scale that threatens the viability of a two state solution. I 
formally summoned the Israeli ambassador to the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office on 3 December, to make clear the depth of our concerns. We will continue 
to make our concerns about settlements, including planning for the E1 area, clear 
to the new Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0
002.htm#13031993000071  

 
Hezbollah 

Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent 
assessment she has made of (a) fundraising and (b) recruitment by Herzbollah in the (i) 
UK and (ii) EU. [148781] 

James Brokenshire: I cannot comment on intelligence assessments. 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department whether she 
plans to proscribe Hezbollah. [148788] 

James Brokenshire: The UK proscribed Hezbollah's External Security 
Organisation in 2001. In 2008 the proscription was extended to include the whole 
of Hezbollah's military apparatus, namely the Jihad Council and all the units 
reporting to it. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0
001.htm#13031983000037  
 

Hezbollah 
Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of recent reports that Bulgaria has identified 
Hezbollah as involved in the Burgas terror attack. [148974] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0002.htm#13031993000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0002.htm#13031993000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0001.htm#13031983000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0001.htm#13031983000037
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Alistair Burt: We welcomed the Bulgarian statement on the outcome of their 
investigation into the Bourgas bomb attack attributing responsibility to Hizballah 
military wing. This is an assessment that the UK. shares. As the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), said in response to this statement: 
“it is important that the EU responds robustly to an attack on European soil. Based 
on our national proscription, we believe that similar action by the EU against the 
military wing of Hezbollah would be an appropriate response and we continue to 
engage with our EU partners on this issue.” 

Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what reports he has received of weapons transfers to Hezbollah from Syria. 
[148975] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned by continued reports of transfers of conventional 
weapons from Syria and Iran to Hizballah in Lebanon, including Hizballah's own 
claims that it possesses significant military capabilities. Any such transfers would 
be in violation of Security Council resolution 1701 and would pose a threat to 
Lebanese and regional stability. 

Gordon Henderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on adding Hezbollah to the 
EU's list of recognised terrorist organisations. [148976] 

Alistair Burt: Based on our national proscription, the British Government has 
continuously maintained that the EU must act collectively in response to 
Hizballah's terrorist activity. The Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), continues to have regular contact with his EU counterparts on this 
issue, as does the Secretary of State for the Home Department, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Maidenhead (Mrs May). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0
002.htm#13031993000066  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (1222) Treatment of Palestinian prisoners – That this House notes 
with alarm Israel's ongoing practice of administrative detention wherein many 
Palestinians are held indefinitely without being charged or being permitted to stand trial; 
further notes that this practice is in breach of a number of relevant international 
agreements and conventions including the 4th Geneva Convention and the European 
law for the prevention of torture or punishment of prisoners; further notes that the policy 
includes the deporting of Palestinian prisoners from the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
to Israel and the denial of regular family visits as well as the neglecting of the needs of 
child detainees; further notes the international community's lack of substantive action 
against administrative detention which has led to hunger strikes; and calls on the 
Government to make renewed and increased representations to insist the Israeli 
government cancel this policy immediately and restore rights to all Palestinian prisoners. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1222  
 
 

European Commission 

ENP Country Progress Report 2012 – Israel 
… Although the EU consensus on freezing the upgrade of EU-Israel relations remained 
unchanged, an effort was made in 2012 to inject greater dynamism in the partnership. 
Work that had been carried out since April 2011 under the technical talks between Israeli  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0002.htm#13031993000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0002.htm#13031993000066
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/1222
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ministries, the EEAS and Commission services was completed in 2012 and endorsed by 
the EU-Israel Association Council. 
The EU continued to encourage both the Israelis and the Palestinians to return to the 
negotiating table and led efforts to reinvigorate the Quartet. In the 14 May Foreign Affairs 
Council Conclusions, the EU reaffirmed its commitment to a two-state solution and 
expressed grave concern about developments on the ground, which threaten to make it 
impossible. … 
Israel should: …  

 Continue and intensify efforts to curb settler violence in the occupied Palestinian 
territory and bring all perpetrators to justice. 

 Address the excessive use of administrative detention. 
 Bring internal procedures for stateless people in line with the 1958 Convention on 

the Status of Stateless Persons. 
 Ratify the Second and the Third Protocol to the 2003 UN Convention on 

Transnational Organised Crime on the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in 
firearms, their parts, components and ammunition. 

 Ensure further progress in amending legislation on intellectual property rights to 
bring it into line with OECD commitments. 

 Implement the commitment expressed by the government to ensure the 
independence of the Equal Employment Opportunities Commission and provide it 
with adequate resources. 

 Address control deficiencies for plant and plant products for export. 
 Sign and ratify the regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean preferential 

rules of origin. 
 Proceed towards the signature of the EU-Israel comprehensive civil aviation 

agreement. 
 Take additional measures to lower carbon emissions, in line with international 

agreements. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-247_en.htm?locale=en  
 

Implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy in Israel Progress in 2012 
and recommendations for action 
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/docs/2013_enp_pack/2013_progress_report_israel_en.pdf 
 
ENP Country Progress Report 2012 – Palestine 
… Overall the Palestinian Authority (PA) made reasonable progress in implementing the 
Action Plan in the areas where it is able to exercise control. Yet the challenges imposed 
primarily by the occupation and the deepening fiscal crisis continued to have an impact 
on the PA, threatening its viability and undermining its ability to deliver essential services 
to the population. These realities, coupled with the on-going division between the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, the inability to hold national elections and the continued 
suspension of the work of the legislature all risk seriously undermining the achievements 
in the state-building process. 
The EU continued to encourage both the Israelis and the Palestinians to return to the 
negotiating table and led efforts to reinvigorate the Quartet. In the 14 May Foreign Affairs 
Council Conclusions the EU reaffirmed its commitment to a two-state solution and 
expressed grave concern about developments on the ground, which threaten to make it 
impossible. … 
… the Palestinian Authority is invited to: 

 Advance intra-Palestinian reconciliation in line with the principles set out in 
President Abbas’ speech of 4 May 2011 based on a commitment to the two-state 
solution. 

 Work towards the holding of presidential and legislative elections in Palestine in  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-247_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/docs/2013_enp_pack/2013_progress_report_israel_en.pdf
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line with international standards. 
 Reform and develop the Palestinian security sector, institutionalising democratic 

control, promoting an environment conducive to civilian oversight and 
accountability for individuals suspected of abuses, and ensuring full respect by all 
security sector agencies for human rights, in particular for all detainees. 

 Adopt a unified penal code which adheres to international human rights standards, 
and strengthens legal guarantees for all fundamental freedoms. Fully abide by the 
de facto moratorium on the death penalty and work towards a de jure moratorium.  

 Clarify the responsibilities of the three main judicial institutions namely the Ministry 
of Justice, the Office of the Attorney General and the High Judicial Council. 

 Rationalise recurrent expenditure by taking steps to reduce in particular non-wage 
costs, to ensure the sustainability over time of social protection spending and 
towards pension reform.  

 Continue developing the necessary legal and institutional framework for an 
integrated water and wastewater management system to ensure equitable service 
delivery and resource sustainability all over Palestine.  

 Start work on a post -2014 Palestinian National Development Plan  
 Sign and ratify the Regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean Preferential 

Rules of Origin. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-254_en.htm?locale=en  
 

Implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy in Palestine Progress in 
2012 and recommendations for action 
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/docs/2013_enp_pack/2013_progress_report_palestine_en.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Developing Countries: Religion 
Fiona Bruce: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what work she 
is (a) funding or (b) undertaking as part of her Department's faith partnership principles to 
develop evaluation methodologies for the work of faith groups. [148718] 

Lynne Featherstone: “Faith Partnership Principles Paper” aims to strengthen and 
guide DFID's future relationship and collaboration with faith groups and 
recommended that the Faith Working Group should establish a “Community of 
Learning” to map the work of faith and produce guidance on evaluation of the 
impact of faith groups. A coalition of faith groups, academia and civil society 
organisations has established a “Joint Learning Initiative” to do this. DFID has 
been supportive of this coalition and, following a meeting with representatives of 
the Joint Learning Initiative on 26 February, plans are being developed on how to 
take this work forward. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0
002.htm#13031993000097  
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-254_en.htm?locale=en
http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/docs/2013_enp_pack/2013_progress_report_palestine_en.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0002.htm#13031993000097
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130319/text/130319w0002.htm#13031993000097
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0090/2013090.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes on Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0090/en/2013090en.pdf  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0089/amend/ml089-i.htm 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

  
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
** Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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