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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Royal Charter on Press Conduct 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/debtext/13031
8-0001.htm#13031811000002  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Racially Aggravated Offences 
Tim Loughton: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
discussions she has had with the Association of Chief Police Officers on issuing 
guidance to chief constables in respect of dealing with racist incidents. [148512] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: The Government is committed to tackling all forms of hate 
crime and works closely with the Association of Chief Police Officers and other 
partners. The Association of Chief Police Officers issued guidance for dealing with 
hate crimes to police forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland in 2005. The 
guidance is currently being updated and new guidance will be sent out to all police 
forces in England, Wales and Northern Ireland shortly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
002.htm#13031832000113  
 
 

Science and Technology  Committee 

The Census and social science: Government and Economic and Social Research 
Council (ESRC) Responses  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmsctech/1053/1053.pdf  
 
 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Draft Royal Charter on Self-Regulation of the Press 
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2013-
0472/18March2013v6DraftRoyalChartercleanversion.pdf  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/debtext/130318-0001.htm#13031811000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/debtext/130318-0001.htm#13031811000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0002.htm#13031832000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0002.htm#13031832000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmsctech/1053/1053.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2013-0472/18March2013v6DraftRoyalChartercleanversion.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2013-0472/18March2013v6DraftRoyalChartercleanversion.pdf
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Scottish Government 
Scottish Government to consider McCluskey report    
… The First Minister said: … “While there is a huge amount of uncertainty and division 
surrounding how Westminster is going to take forward the Leveson recommendations, I 
am hopeful that in Scotland all parties in the Parliament can continue to work together to 
find an acceptable way forward. … The report is admirably clear. It is for the Parliaments 
in London and in Scotland to establish a recognition process. It is for the press to bring 
forward a voluntary regulatory body compliant with Leveson principles. I hope that this is 
still possible. 
“The Scottish Government indicated at the time of Leveson’s report that we wanted to 
implement his key proposals of a voluntary self-regulatory system set up by the press 
with statutory underpinning. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/03/Leveson15032013  
 
Expert Group on the Leveson Report in Scotland    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00416412.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Office of the Quartet Representative 
Mr Amess: To ask the Prime Minister (1) what discussions he has had with Tony Blair in 
his role as the Quartet Special Representative in the last 12 months; what was discussed 
at each such meeting; on what date each meeting took place; and if he will make a 
statement; [147931] 
(2) what assessment he has made of the progress made by Tony Blair in his role as the 
Quartet Special Representative; what recent discussions he has had with Tony Blair on 
this issue; and if he will make a statement; [147932] 
(3) what recent reports he has received on the work of Mr Tony Blair in his role as Middle 
East Peace Envoy; what recent discussions (a) he and (b) Ministers in the Government 
have had with Mr Blair on this issue; and if he will make a statement. [148406] 

The Prime Minister: The Quartet has an important role to play in bringing Israelis 
and Palestinians together as we urgently seek to move the peace process 
forward. I have met Tony Blair in his role as the Quartet's Special Representative 
on a number of occasions, most recently on 6 February 2013 and 13 September 
2012. During these meetings we have discussed the prospects for the Middle 
East Peace Process and the vital role the US has in leading an effort to revive 
this, supported by European, Arab and other nations. We have also discussed 
how to support US efforts in this regard. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
002.htm#13031832000103 
 

Overseas Trade: Middle East 
Duncan Hames: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
the total value was of goods and services traded between the UK Government and (a) 
Israel and (b) the Occupied Palestinian Territories in each of the last three years. 
[148732] 

Michael Fallon: Data on UK trade with Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories are given in Tables 1 and 2 as follows: 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/03/Leveson15032013
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00416412.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0002.htm#13031832000103
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0002.htm#13031832000103
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Table 1: Value of goods traded 
£ million 
  2012 2011 2010 
Israel 3,820 3,753 2,806 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 6 4 2 
Source: HMRC Overseas Trade Statistics 

 

Table 2: Value of services traded 
£ million 
  2012 2011 2010 
Israel n/a 1,469 1,159 
Occupied Palestinian Territories n/a n/a n/a 
n/a = Data are not available. Note: HMRC and ONS data are on 
a different basis, hence not directly comparable. Source: ONS 
Pink Book 2012 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
006.htm#1303199000042  
 

Middle East 
Duncan Hames: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what the 
total value of aid given by the Government to (a) Israel and (b) the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories was in each of the last three years. [148810] 

Mr Duncan: The UK Government does not have a bilateral aid programme with 
Israel. 
The total value of aid given by the UK Government to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) in each of the last three years was as follows: 

  £ 
2009-10 62, 603,000 
2010-11 51,786,000 
2011-12 56,421,000 

In addition, we have given the following support to the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA), which provides support to Palestinian 
refugees in the region including the OPTs, in each of the last three years: 

  £ 
2009-10 24,930,000 
2010-11 27,000,000 
2011-12 38,014,000 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
003.htm#1303191000010  
 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
assessment her Department has made of recent reports that Norway has launched a 
parliamentary committee looking into Palestinian Authority payments to Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails; [148752] 
(2) what recent discussions she has had with her Norwegian counterpart on Palestinian 
Authority payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. [148753] 
Nick de Bois: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
representations her Department has made to the Palestinian authority to ensure any 
social welfare payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails reach those intended; [R] 
[148637] 
 (2) what representations her Department has made to the Palestinian Authority about 
the value of monthly payments made to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. [R] [148639] 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the  Secretary  of  State  for  International  Development  (1) what  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0006.htm#1303199000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0006.htm#1303199000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0003.htm#1303191000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0003.htm#1303191000010
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representations her Department has made to the Israeli Government about Palestinian 
Authority payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails; [148641] 
(2) what recent discussions she has had with her EU counterparts about Palestinian 
Authority payments to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. [148686] 
Priti Patel: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
representations her Department has made to Israeli officials about monthly payments 
made to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. [148638] 

Mr Duncan: In respect of its departmental responsibilities and its own funding and 
activities, the Department considers this matter to have been adequately covered 
in previous answers both oral and written; I refer my hon. Friends to answers 
given in the Official Report on 30 October 2012, column 162W; 15 January 2013, 
column 645W; 31 January 2013, column 943W; 4 February 2013, columns 40-
41W; 5 February 2013, column 213W; 6 February 2013, column 299W and 1 
March 2013, column 766W; and the oral answer made on 13 March 2013, Official 
Report , column 293. DFID is not answerable for parliamentary scrutiny in other 
countries, nor for any such issues as may exist between the Israeli Government 
and the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
003.htm#1303191000011  
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121030/text/121030w0
002.htm#12103046000075 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0
001.htm#13011566000009 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0
003.htm#13013164000032 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0
002.htm#13020445000016 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0
004.htm#13020579000061 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130206/text/130206w0
003.htm#130206116000045 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0
004.htm#13030166000184 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/13031
3-0001.htm#13031346000022  
 

Palestinians 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the effects that restrictions of movement and 
access in the West Bank have on the financial stability of the Palestinian authority. 
[148723] 

Alistair Burt: The Government continues to assess that Israeli restrictions on 
movement and access in the west bank and Gaza are the single biggest obstacle 
to trade and economic development, and hence one of the most important causes 
of the current financial difficulties of the Palestinian Authority along with the 
withholding by Israel of customs revenues due to the Palestinian Authority. This is 
in line with the assessment of the World Bank's Economic Monitoring Report to 
the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee on 19 March 2013. 
We continue to lobby the Israeli Government to ease its restrictions on movement 
and  access  and  to  transfer  the  customs  revenues  in  a timely and predictable  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0003.htm#1303191000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0003.htm#1303191000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121030/text/121030w0002.htm#12103046000075
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121030/text/121030w0002.htm#12103046000075
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011566000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130115/text/130115w0001.htm#13011566000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0003.htm#13013164000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0003.htm#13013164000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0002.htm#13020445000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130204/text/130204w0002.htm#13020445000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0004.htm#13020579000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130205/text/130205w0004.htm#13020579000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130206/text/130206w0003.htm#130206116000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130206/text/130206w0003.htm#130206116000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000184
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130301/text/130301w0004.htm#13030166000184
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/130313-0001.htm#13031346000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/debtext/130313-0001.htm#13031346000022
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manner in accordance with its obligations under the Paris Protocol. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
004.htm#1303191000080 
 

Occupied Territories 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether the EU is seeking compensation for buildings built using EU aid which 
have been demolished by the Israeli authorities. [148724] 

Alistair Burt: The EU has not to date sought compensation from Israel for 
demolition of EU-funded projects in the west bank. We understand that certain 
member states have considered seeking compensation for the destruction of 
projects they have funded bilaterally. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
004.htm#1303191000079  
 

Middle East 
Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority to rejoin direct peace talks with 
Israel without preconditions. [147556] 

Alistair Burt: This is a point that we have underlined to the Palestinian Authority 
on a regular basis. The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) also 
discussed these issues with President Abbas in advance of the recent Palestinian 
resolution at the UN General Assembly on 29 November. 
The British Government is clear that, ultimately, the way to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is through direct, credible negotiations between the parties. 
We continue to call on President Abbas and Prime Minister Netanyahu to show 
the strong leadership needed to achieve progress towards a two-state solution, 
which will bring a just and permanent solution to this conflict. 

Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority following recent reports that 
President Abbas said that Zionism had links to Nazism before World War II during an 
interview with Lebanese news channel Al-Mayadeen. [147578] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of the interview given by President Abbas to 
Lebanese news channel Al-Mayadeen, and the British Consul General in 
Jerusalem discussed it with the President's office on 23 January. In the course of 
the interview President Abbas was asked about his 1982 PhD thesis. Besides 
confirming that he wrote the thesis he did not comment any further on it during the 
interview. We therefore did not see it necessary to make any representations on 
this occasion. 

Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received that Palestinian Authority President Abbas intimated that Israel 
was trying to kill him during an interview with Lebanese news channel Al-Mayadeen. 
[147583] 

Alistair Burt: We have seen media reports of President Abbas' recent interview 
with the Lebanese channel Al-Mayadeen. 

Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received that Palestinian Authority President Abbas said that Zionism had 
links to Nazism before World War II during a recent interview with Lebanese news 
channel Al-Mayadeen. [147584] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of the interview given by President Abbas to 
Lebanese news channel Al-Mayadeen, and the British Consul General in 
Jerusalem discussed it with the President's office on 23 January. In the course of 
the interview President Abbas was asked about his 1982 PhD thesis. Besides 
confirming that he wrote the thesis he did not comment any further on it during the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000079
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interview. We therefore did not see it necessary to make any representations on 
this occasion. 

Mrs Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
support his Department is providing to projects fostering coexistence between Israelis 
and Palestinians. [147718] 

Alistair Burt: The Government recognises the importance of supporting 
constituencies committed to resolving the conflict peacefully, and to generate 
creative and positive dialogue at different levels between Israelis and 
Palestinians. We are currently developing our Conflict Pool programme portfolio 
for Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories for the financial year 2013-14, a 
key element of which will be projects that foster co-existence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
004.htm#1303191000078  
 

Israel 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with 
the government of Israel about the implications of the recent closure of the Kerem 
Shalom crossing into Gaza by Hamas.[HL5986] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue of Israel closing the Kerem 
Shalom crossing with the Israeli National Security Council on 27 February. The 
Kerem Shalem commercial crossing was reopened a few days later. 

Lord Steel of Aikwood: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer 
by Baroness Warsi on 26 February (WA 302), what action they propose to ensure that 
cosmetics produced in settlements are not sold in the United Kingdom labelled as 
originating in Israel.[HL6030] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (Viscount Younger of Leckie): We continue to work to 
take forward the commitment made by EU Foreign Ministers at the meeting of the 
EU Foreign Affairs Council on 14 May 2012, reaffirmed on 10 December 2012, to 
fully and effectively implement existing EU legislation and the bilateral 
arrangements applicable to settlement products. We will continue to work with the 
EU and European Commission in this regard, alongside the relevant government 
departments and UK enforcement authorities. If consumers have any concerns 
about the mislabelling of products, these can be brought to the attention of local 
trading standards services. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318w0002.htm#130
31812001858  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the number of shootings at civilians and 
incursions into Gaza during the recent ceasefire.[HL5916] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have made clear to Israel our longstanding concerns about the manner in which 
the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) polices the buffer zone between Israel and Gaza. 
In the context of recent cases of Palestinian civilians killed by the IDF in both 
Gaza and the West Bank, officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv have reiterated 
our concerns over the IDF's use of live ammunition with both the Israeli Ministry of 
Defence and National Security Council. This issue was also raised by the national 
security adviser, Sir Kim Darroch, in his meetings with the Israeli authorities 
during his visit on 26-28 February. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318w0001.htm#130
31812001842  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318w0002.htm#13031812001858
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318w0002.htm#13031812001858
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318w0001.htm#13031812001842
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318w0001.htm#13031812001842
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes formation of new Israeli Government 
Following the announcement of a new Israeli Government William Hague said: 
“I welcome the formation of the new Israeli Government. I warmly congratulate Prime 
Minister Netanyahu on his second consecutive term in office at this important time in 
Israel’s history. We look forward to working with his new Government to further develop 
our strong bilateral relations and to advance our successful partnerships in areas such as 
trade, security, science, technology and higher education. 
“As I have said previously, there is no more urgent foreign policy priority in 2013 than 
making progress towards achieving the two-state solution. I have urged the United States 
to lead international efforts to revive the peace process and pledged that the UK will 
spare no effort in mobilising European Union and Arab states behind decisive moves for 
peace. I welcome President Obama’s visit to the region next week. I call on Prime 
Minister Netanyahu, and President Abbas, to demonstrate leadership and courage in 
working with the international community to secure the peace which is so strongly in the 
interests of both Israelis and Palestinians.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-formation-of-new-
israeli-government  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S4M-05982 Bill Kidd: Honesty on Nuclear Weapons in Scotland and in the Middle 
East—That the Parliament opposes all weapons systems designed to exterminate entire 
populations and, to this end, supports every effort to rid Scotland and the world 
of nuclear weapons; considers that nuclear weapon-free zones are an effective way of 
reducing international tensions and curbing nuclear proliferation; endorses the recent call 
by the UN General Assembly for Israeli civil and military nuclear facilities to be opened to 
International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors and notes with concern the refusal of 
Israel alone among regional states to attend the planned December 2012 UN conference 
in Helsinki on banning nuclear weapons throughout the Middle East; similarly notes with 
concern the refusal of the P5 group on the UN Security Council, including the UK, to 
attend the recent Norwegian Government-organised Oslo Conference on the 
Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons, and calls for the removal of all nuclear 
weapons from Scottish soil and the creation of a Middle East nuclear weapon-free zone 
as practical steps toward reducing the dangers posed by nuclear weapons to all 
humanity. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05982&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
S4M-05967 Marco Biagi: New Home for Edinburgh’s Palestinian Fair Trade Shop—
That the Parliament welcomes the reopening of Hadeel Palcrafts in its new location in 
George Street, Edinburgh; understands that the shop provides handmade Palestinian 
crafts made by social enterprises in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, Galilee and Negev; 
notes that the shop is a non-profit-making enterprise run by volunteers and that any 
surplus on sales is used for development grants to producers; commends fair 
trade enterprises as a method of providing sustainable sources of income for producers, 
and wishes Hadeel Palcrafts continued success in its new location. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05967&ResultsPerPage=10  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-formation-of-new-israeli-government
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-formation-of-new-israeli-government
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05982&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05982&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05967&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05967&ResultsPerPage=10
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European Commission 

Remarks by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton following her meeting with 
Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad 
… the new European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plan … that the Council adopted the 
plan yesterday … is a result of a shared commitment to deepen our bilateral relations 
and strengthen our privileged partnership. … 
… it is also about a commitment to a Palestinian state based on the rule of law and 
respect for human rights; it's about working towards sustainable economic development, 
about achieving fiscal consolidation and enhancing social cohesion throughout Palestine. 
It is also about focusing our efforts on East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip and Area C. 
I am delighted that the Prime Minister and I will now sign a €7 million financing 
agreement precisely for this purpose. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-239_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

United Nations 

Israeli settler violence must be prosecuted, says UN human rights chief 
The United Nations human rights chief today urged Israel to prosecute settlers who carry 
out violent acts against Palestinians, while also calling on Government forces to refrain 
from using excessive force and to guarantee adequate handling of child detainees, 
following reports of ill-treatment. 
“On the Israeli side, settler violence continues to be perpetrated with impunity,” High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay told the Human Rights Council in Geneva. 
“And Israel needs to hold perpetrators accountable. While investigations are not opened 
into most incidents of settler violence, between 2005 and 2011, only 9 per cent of the 
investigations opened resulted in an indictment.” 
In her presentation of the report on the situation of human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, she noted that, during the reporting period, 383 acts of settler 
violence resulted in injury to 169 Palestinians, damage to more than 8,000 of their olive 
trees – which represent a significant part of their livelihoods – and damage to other 
properties such as churches and mosques. 
Ms. Pillay also pointed to findings of excessive use of force by Israeli security forces 
operating in the West Bank, which has resulted in the deaths of seven Palestinians, four 
of which occurred during demonstrations. … 
“The settlers seem to enjoy all the rights, while they are denied to Palestinians,” Ms. 
Chanet [Chairperson of the fact-finding mission on Israeli settlements] said. “They are 
subject to a particularly complex civil law system and to a military criminal procedure 
which does not protect them against arbitrary arrest and detention and does not 
guarantee a fair trial to the accused. Even children aged between 12 and 17 are subject 
to this regime.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44412&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UUiHar_Rdzo  
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-239_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44412&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UUiHar_Rdzo
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of trends in the level of anti-Semitism across the world. [147621] 

Mr Lidington: We strongly condemn anti-Semitism anywhere that it occurs and 
our embassies and high commissions around the world monitor manifestations of 
it. We also promote policies to tackle anti-Semitism through a range of 
international organisations, and speak out regularly to condemn instances of 
violence and discrimination, as the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), did when he condemned the horrific murders of Jewish children and 
a teacher last year in France. 
EU and Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) reports in 
2012, on anti-Semitism in the EU and hate crimes respectively, reached no clear 
conclusions about trends because of the lack of clear-cut data. Nevertheless we 
have been working through the OSCE and bilaterally to help other countries to 
collect hate crimes data drawing on the work of the Community Security Trust. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0
004.htm#1303191000068  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

No Hate Speech Movement kicks off at the Council of Europe 
An overflow of xenophobia, intolerance and discrimination inundates cyberspace: Hate 
Speech online has recently turned into a major form of human rights abuse, with serious 
consequences both online and offline. Spreading, inciting, justifying or promoting 
expressions of hatred amongst young people on internet has become a pressing 
challenge for today’s societies. 
Prejudice based on aggressive nationalism and ethnocentrism, hostility against 
minorities, bigotry on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity, anti-
Semitism, misogyny, christianophobia, cyber-bullying, anti-gypsyism and islamophobia: 
the potential negative impact of online communication on democratic development gives 
several reasons for concern.  
The Council of Europe’s answer to these compelling threats is the Youth project on 
combating Hate Speech Online, an initiative aiming at fighting racism and discrimination 
in the online articulation of hate speech, by equipping young people and youth 
organisations with the competences necessary to recognise and act against such human 
rights violations. 
Bloggers and activists will be trained at the European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and 
Budapest, with an innovative capacity building approach on activating sane social 
networks’ communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2046757&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&
BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/text/130318w0004.htm#1303191000068
http://act4hre.coe.int/eng/The-Campaign
http://act4hre.coe.int/eng/The-Campaign
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/EYC/European_Youth_Centres_en.asp
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2046757&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2046757&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
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Coalition for Racial Equality and Rights 

The State of the Nation: Race & Racism in Scotland - Criminal Justice 
http://www.crer.org.uk/attachments/article/SOTN13/SOTNCriminalJustice.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Commons consideration of Bill as amended in the Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/debtext/130318
-0003.htm#13031839000001 
 

Consideration of Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/pbc1371803m.1043-1049.html  
 

Manuscript amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/137day1803.pdf  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Motion to Approve 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318-
0001.htm#1303189000350  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318-
0001.htm#1303189000352  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0089/2013089.pdf  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

http://www.crer.org.uk/attachments/article/SOTN13/SOTNCriminalJustice.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/debtext/130318-0003.htm#13031839000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130318/debtext/130318-0003.htm#13031839000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/pbc1371803m.1043-1049.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/pbc1371803m.1043-1049.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/137day1803.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/137day1803.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318-0001.htm#1303189000350
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318-0001.htm#1303189000350
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318-0001.htm#1303189000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130318-0001.htm#1303189000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0089/2013089.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html


 11

 

** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

Impact assessment 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/86495/130
130_Impact_Assessment_Final_Revised.pdf  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

  
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
** Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/86495/130130_Impact_Assessment_Final_Revised.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/86495/130130_Impact_Assessment_Final_Revised.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Foreign Affairs
	Other Relevant Information
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

