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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Relations with the Arab World 
col 123WH  George Galloway: … The Minister is highly qualified as a Minister of the 
Crown, but the least of his qualifications was the most important in his being made a 
Minister at the Foreign Office: he was previously a luminary—indeed, a leader—of the 
Conservative Friends of Israel. That is an indispensible condition in Britain; in the 25 
years I have spent in the House, and I suspect for much longer than that, no one has 
been able to be the Minister for the middle east without being a member, preferably a 
leading one, of either the Labour or Conservative Friends of Israel. … 
The fact that one has to be a friend of Israel to be the Minister for the middle east speaks 
volumes about the absolute unwillingness on the part of the British state, the British 
Government and the British Parliament to face up to their responsibility to the Palestinian 
people. The entire tragedy of the Palestinian people was authored in this building, when 
our Foreign Minister, then Mr Balfour, promised on behalf of one people a second people 
the land that belonged to a third people, when we did not even own the land of Palestine 
even as an imperial possession. 
That is the original sin of Britain—all the blood that has flowed under the bridge since that 
declaration was made, and the fact that we do not recognise our special responsibility to 
the Palestinian people. … 
… Israel illegally holds hundreds of nuclear weapons, undeclared and subject to no treaty 
or inspection of any kind. … We know that Israel has hundreds of nuclear weapons 
because the brave Jewish whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu told us, for which he was 
kidnapped in Leicester square and ended up serving 18 years in solitary confinement in 
an Israeli dungeon. When brought to court, his jaws were wired together, like Hannibal 
Lecter, in case he told us any more about that illegal mountain of weapons of mass 
destruction. 
… Iran has no weapons of mass destruction. The International Atomic Energy Agency 
says that Iran has no nuclear weapons and that there is no evidence that it is trying to 
build them. Yet it is Iran that is subject to endless sanction and threat, while Israel has 
the red carpet endlessly rolled out before it. … 

 

col 127WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Alistair Burt): … I have been a Conservative friend of Israel 
for all the time I have been in Parliament, but it does not preclude being a friend of others 
in the region as well. When I was last with the president of the Palestinian Authority, he 
said that he knew of no other politician who was pursuing the case of the young man 
killed  by  a  tear  gas  grenade  in  Nabi  Salih  at the hands of the Israeli defence force a  
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couple of years ago …  
I am aware of the tensions, and those who know of my past have been perfectly 
accommodating of it. It enables me to speak toughly to the Israeli Government. It was I 
who called in the ambassador recently over settlements. … I will not accept from him that 
my background with Israel leads me into a difficult position. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130227/halltext/130227
h0002.htm#13022777000001  
 
 

United Nations 

2013 will be ‘decisive’ year for Israeli-Palestinian peace process, Ban tells UN 
meeting 
… “2013 will be a decisive year for the two-State solution,” Mr. Ban said in a message 
delivered on his behalf to the UN Seminar on Assistance to the Palestinian People … 
“Failure to make tangible progress only means the continuation of suffering, violence and 
instability in the whole region.” …  
In his message, delivered by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Oscar 
Fernandez-Taranco, Mr. Ban stated that the 45-year occupation – “as demeaning to the 
inhabitants as it is destabilizing for the region” – must end. 
“Jerusalem must emerge through negotiations as the future capital of two States. As 
provided in the Road Map, there should be an agreed, just, fair and realistic solution to 
the refugee issue. Both parties must live up to their commitment to resolving these and 
all other core issues, namely, territory, security, settlements and water.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44244&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.US_VDqX6_fY  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0137/amend/pbc1372702a.807.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130227/halltext/130227h0002.htm#13022777000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130227/halltext/130227h0002.htm#13022777000001
http://unispal.un.org/databases/dprtest/ngoweb.nsf/fd4d9c895f860397852578690071506e/01de73e4047772dd85257afc005798c2?OpenDocument
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6626
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44244&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.US_VDqX6_fY
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/pbc1372702a.807.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0137/amend/pbc1372702a.807.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
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Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
** Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1262802m.63-69.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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