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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Israel/Palestinian Authority 
col 51WH  Gordon Henderson: … It is clear that a culture of hate has wormed its way 
into the very fibre of Palestinian society. Incitement to hate is pervasive in Palestinian 
school textbooks, on television programmes and at cultural and sporting events. 
Palestinians have been consistently and unremittingly taught to hate Jews, Israel and the 
west. … Incitement has been done with very little condemnation by the international 
community, including, I have to say, the United Kingdom. …  
… PA officials readily speak to western audiences about their determination to reach 
peace with Israel, but a very different story is presented to their domestic audience. 
Official Palestinian Authority media regularly paint a picture of a world in which Israel 
does not exist. … official Palestinian Authority media vilifies and demonises Israel and 
the Jewish people. … As a direct result of PA-endorsed incitement, dying for the sake of 
Palestine remains an ideal that is an accepted part of Palestinian discord. … Palestinian 
school textbooks have included the same inflammatory messages … the PA financially 
reward terrorism by paying a monthly salary to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons 
convicted of terror offences. … The longer the time in prison, the higher the salary. To 
put it crudely, the more horrific the terrorist activity and the more Israelis who are killed, 
the larger the salary. …  those payments are part funded by the British taxpayer. … 
Previous attempts by my parliamentary colleagues from all parts of the House to raise 
that issue have been met with apparent denial and a declaration that the payments are 
simply “social welfare payments to the families of prisoners.” … PA legislation repeatedly 
refers to “salaries”—or ratib in Arabic—and not “social assistance” or “welfare payments”. 
Crucially, that legislation stipulates that a prisoner is not obligated to give his salary to his 
family. Unmarried prisoners also receive the same basic salary as those who are married 
and have children. Finally, a small stipend for wives and children paid to prisoners is 
received separately from the standard salaries. … 

 

col 55WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs (Alistair Burt): … We oppose, in all circumstances, the 
advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to 
discrimination, hostility or violence. We deplore incitement on either side of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, including any comments that could stir up hatred and prejudice in a 
region that, perhaps more than any other, needs a culture of peace and mutual respect.  
… I do not fully share the bleakness of the rhetoric with which my hon. Friend began his 
remarks,   particularly   his   comment  that   Palestinians   have   been   consistently  and  
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unremittingly taught to hate Jews, Israel and the west. … I also feel that to neglect any 
sense of any activity that may have been perpetrated by Israelis during the occupation as 
any part of popular anger against Israel misses an important part of the context. …  
The Government’s memorandum of understanding with the Palestinian Authority makes it 
clear that our aid to the PA is intended to contribute towards a peaceful and prosperous 
Palestinian state and society … We have a number of safeguards in place to ensure that 
our money is spent as intended … including safeguards to ensure that UK money does 
not support Hamas or other terrorist organisations, either directly or indirectly. …  
The Palestinians should not praise the so-called martyrs and the suicide bombers, and 
we will rightly condemn this … Israel must examine its own actions in the occupied 
territories, to ensure that it does not allow an opportunity to fuel popular anger about 
Israel, which has not come about solely because of exposure to the media, but by the 
experiences of occupation of too many in those territories. To neglect that is to miss 
something of considerable importance. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130226/halltext/130226
h0002.htm#13022670000002  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Steel of Aikwood: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of each of the recommendations in the report Trading Away Peace: How Europe 
Helps Sustain Illegal Israeli Settlements, published in October 2012.[HL5569] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
aware of the report Trading Away Peace published on 30 October 2012 
concerning Israeli settlement products, and the EU’s trade with illegal settlements 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. We are reviewing the report’s 
recommendations, along with our EU partners. 
The issue of settlement produce is a subject of active discussion with the 
European Commission and our EU partners. We continue to work to take forward 
the commitment made by EU Foreign Ministers at the meeting of the EU Foreign 
Affairs Council on 14 May 2012 to fully and effectively implement existing EU 
legislation and the bilateral arrangements applicable to settlement products. This 
includes working with the EU to ensure that settlement produce does not enter the 
EU duty-free under the EU-Israel association agreement, and that settlement 
products are not incorrectly labelled as Israeli produce, in violation of EU 
consumer protection regulations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130226w0001.htm#130
22685000542  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel so that Area C of the West Bank may be included in the 
Palestinian Authority’s National Plan from 2013 onwards, in line with the Oslo 
agreements.[HL5554] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
urging Israel to fulfil its obligation under the Oslo agreement to transfer authority 
over Area C to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130226w0001.htm#130
22685000543  
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Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking to implement 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1860 of 2009 regarding access to Gaza, in 
the light of post-ceasefire negotiations, the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access 
between the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and the development of 
truck-seeking equipment. [HL5556] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Improving access to Gaza, in accordance with UN Security Council Resolution 
1860, remains a priority for the UK and is a subject we raise frequently with the 
Israeli authorities. We are urging all sides to take advantage of the continuing 
talks in Cairo to address the fundamental issues facing Gaza, including more 
open access for people and goods, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130226w0001.htm#130
22685000529  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister condemns rocket attack on southern Israel 
Following yesterday’s rocket attack on southern Israel, the Minister for the Middle East 
Alistair Burt made the following statement, he said:  
I am very concerned by reports of rockets being fired yesterday from Gaza into Israel, the 
first such incident since a ceasefire agreement was reached on 21 November 2012. We 
have consistently condemned the indiscriminate firing of rockets into Israel in violation of 
international humanitarian law. I call on both parties to respect in full the November 
ceasefire. I also urge them to take advantage of the continuing talks brokered by Egypt to 
resolve the outstanding issues of ending arms smuggling and improving access of goods 
and people to relieve the suffering of the people of Gaza. The calm since November has 
been welcome: it should be built upon, not reversed. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-condemns-rocket-attack-on-
southern-israel  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
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Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/su083-ia.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0083/amend/su083-ib.htm  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130226/am/13022
6s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/marriage/130226/pm/13022
6s01.htm 
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0126/pro1262602p.7-9.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1262202a.41-42.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1262602m.43-49.html 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0126/amend/pbc1262602a.61-62.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

Order of Commitment Discharged, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130226-
0001.htm#13022665001153  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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