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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Marriage: Same-sex Weddings 
Lord Mawhinney: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to ensure 
that a church or religious body has a method of redress should a competent European 
Court rule against provisions in proposed legislation exempting those churches or 
religious bodies from being able to perform same-sex marriages.[HL4316] 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: The Government have always been clear that no 
religious organisation or individual minister will be forced to marry same-sex 
couples. The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill, which was introduced into 
Parliament on 24 January and published on 25 January, contains a quadruple 
lock of explicit legal protections for religious organisations and ministers which will 
allow them to continue to operate within their doctrines and beliefs as they do 
now. 
The European Convention on Human Rights protects the rights of religious 
organisations and their members. Any case before the court would be brought 
against the UK Government, not a religious organisation. Our view is that the 
court would be bound to give priority to the rights of a religious organisation under 
Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which guarantees the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. We are confident that there is 
no legal precedent requiring religious organisations to marry same-sex couples. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207w0001.htm#130
20750000266  
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Section 74 convictions 
Anne McTaggart: To ask the Scottish Government how many convictions there have 
been under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003, broken down by (a) 
financial year and (b) procurator fiscal area. (S4W-12269) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The question asks for figures on the number of 
‘convictions’ under Section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act. However, the 
figure that is normally counted in the statistical bulletins on criminal proceedings is 
‘offences with a charge proved’. This is because convictions may include a 
number of charges and the database on convictions records only the main charge  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207w0001.htm#13020750000266
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207w0001.htm#13020750000266
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(the charge that attracts the most severe penalty). If we were to provide 
the number of convictions, this is unlikely to provide a full measure of the use of 
the Act. For example, in 2011-12, while there were 369 convictions in Scotland 
where the main charge was religiously aggravated, the total charges proved 
with a religious aggravation was 518. 
The following table therefore provides figures on the number of charges proved 
under Section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 in each of the three 
procurator fiscal federations for the last eight financial years. (With effect 
from April 2012, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service aggregated their 
previous 11 areas into three larger geographical areas known as federations, 
namely North, East and West.) 
Charges proved with a religious aggravator recorded, by Procurator Fiscal area, 
2004-05 to 2011-12 

PF Area  2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 
North 9 10 13 12 21 20 15 27 
East 22 26 34 35 45 48 53 77 
West 169 297 308 295 356 291 313 414 
Total 200 333 355 342 422 359 381 518 

Source: Scottish Government Criminal Proceedings Database. 
The totals were published in November 2012 in the statistical bulletin Criminal 
Proceedings in Scotland, 2011-12 (in Table 2 of the additional datasets section). 
Further information on the recording of offence aggravators can therefore 
be found in that bulletin at:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-
Justice/Datasets/DatasetsCrimProc/OffAgg1112. 
Figures on the number of religiously aggravated offences that resulted in a 
conviction in 2011-12 were also published in “Religiously Aggravated Offending in 
Scotland 2011-12” (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/7685/0). 
It should be noted that the cases examined in this publication are not directly 
comparable to those provided in the above table. While the above table counts 
the number of charges proved in 2011-12 for religiously aggravated offending, 
the report is based on the number of religiously aggravated charges that occurred 
in 2011-12. Charges that occur in one year may not be proved in court until the 
following year. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-12269&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Falkner of Margravine: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 
assessment of the role of civil society in promoting peace in Israel and Palestine.  
… this year marks 96 years since Arthur Balfour's declaration and 20 years since the 
Oslo peace accord. It took just over 30 years from Balfour's commitment to give meaning 
to the establishment of a state for the Jewish people. For the people affected, both 
Israelis and Palestinians, the past 65 years have not represented peace and security. In 
that period, three generations of Arab and Jewish people have grown up knowing the 
sorrow of bereavement, the insecurity of daily life and the uncertainty of their children's 
future. … 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DatasetsCrimProc/OffAgg1112
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/Datasets/DatasetsCrimProc/OffAgg1112
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-12269&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-12269&ResultsPerPage=10
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Both populations participate in numerous civil society groups and NGOs … to create a 
better understanding of each other through familiarity so that stereotypes are broken 
down; to be constructive in the face of violence; and to work towards limited and concrete 
goals to promote peace. 
… One such organisation is OneVoice, a youth-led movement working to end occupation 
and violence in Israel and Palestine. Based in Tel Aviv and Ramallah, its campaigns 
have attracted over 650,000 signatories with over 300,000 Israelis and Palestinians 
each. They train youth leaders to prepare them for public life, and campaign with a vigour 
at election times that Western politicians can only watch enviously. … 
One of the greatest obstacles to genuine collaboration between the two communities is 
the difficulty of a common language. Unless both sides speak English, the barrier of 
Hebrew and Arabic keeps them apart, so these movements tend to be dominated by the 
better educated elites on both sides. … 
Operating at another level, defending civil liberties and human rights is the Association 
for Civil Rights in Israel, ACRI … Its education department produces material in both 
Hebrew and Arabic for use by key agents of change, who are teachers in the Jewish and 
Arab school systems, students, security forces personnel and social and community 
workers. … 

 

col 427  Lord Judd: … Last week, I was in Gaza, heading up an international mission 
from the IPU. … We saw the overcrowded schools and the wonderful, happy-it has to be 
said-and neatly dressed children going to and from school. … 
… People have said, "Has there been no improvement on the supply of goods through 
the blockade since the ceasefire was negotiated last November?". I have a good deal of 
sympathy with people who said to me, "Wait a minute, do not start looking at the tactics. 
The principle is that somebody else has a hand on the tap … 

 

col 428   Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Hamas is that it appears to have suppressed 
the development of civil society in Gaza by closing down NGOs, voluntary groups and 
charities which are deemed critical of Hamas rule. If you agree with Hamas, the situation 
is fine, but it has castigated those organisations that support normalisation with Israel. … 
Israeli law provides for freedom of speech and a diverse and free media. Israelis-Jew, 
Arab, Christian or whatever else they are-can disagree with the Government and still live 
freely. … 

 

col 432 Lord Clinton-Davis: … There is not a great awareness that some 20% of the 
population in Israel are Israeli Arabs. They have full citizenship and hold seats in the 
Israeli parliament. Nowhere in the Arab world is that replicated as far as Jews are 
concerned. Of course, faced with implacable hostility, many left their Arab homelands, 
often forcibly. I do not argue that all is well for Arabs living in Israel, although, by and 
large, they dwell under more favourable conditions than some of their brethren in Arab 
lands, and the legal protection of the Israeli justice system extends, rightly, to them. 
Many Arabs, throughout the region and beyond, dream of Israel's demise. The 
continuous call for its total destruction has in turn led to some of the adverse reactions of 
a beleaguered nation, and we have to remember that, prior to its victory in 1967, there 
was a very narrow gap between implacable enemies and the sea as far as Israel was 
concerned. … 

 

col 435  Baroness Tonge: … I ask quite seriously whether it would be possible for our 
Government to plan a conference here in London to encourage this process of civil 
society getting together, inviting representatives from groups in Israel and Palestine as 
well as from our own Jewish and Palestinian diasporas in this country. My suggestions 
for invitations would of course include organisations such as B'Tselem, Adalah and 
Physicians for Human Rights-Israel that work for human rights in the Occupied Territories 
and within Israel. There is a long list of organisations doing sterling work in both 
countries. The three great religions must be represented, and perhaps we could make 
amends for the appalling way in which the Arab Israeli Sheikh Raed Salah was treated, 
on the advice of the Community Security Trust alone,  when he came on a  lecture tour in  
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this country. … 
 

col 438  Baroness Deech: … Are there instances when NGOs fan the flames rather than 
promote peace? Peace will come when Palestinian refugees are treated like other 
refugees in the world. Why are they kept in the state they are in, unlike the millions 
displaced at the end of World War Two, for example, from Pakistan, Cyprus, India, 
Germany and Jews from Arab countries? The NGO that militates against peace is the 
UN Relief and Works Agency-UNRWA. To an outsider, UNRWA seems a humanitarian 
group helping Palestinian refugees. In reality, it undermines the chances of Arab-Israeli 
peace and holds Palestinians back from rebuilding their lives. I …  
Unfortunately, in the view of some, anti-Semitic language has entered the mainstream of 
political discourse here. You could argue that Israel behaves in the way she does in part 
because the lessons learnt from the Holocaust were that she can never rely on the 
armed strength or support of others. Trying to play down the goal and intention of the 
Holocaust, as we saw recently, or throwing around the word "apartheid" simply reminds 
Jews in Israel, and maybe elsewhere, how fragile is the barrier against their destruction 
in every generation. Support for Israel by churches and politicians here would do more 
than anything else to encourage Israel to take the brave steps it needs to take-steps that 
it thinks will endanger its existence. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207-
0002.htm#13020761000843  

 

col 444  Lord Wallace of Saltaire: … I note what the noble Baroness, Lady Deech, said 
about UNWRA. I do not entirely accept what she said, either on that or on the position of 
Palestinian refugees. The FCO funded an independent report on Palestinian children in 
Israeli detention, which was released in June 2012. … The report's conclusions focused 
on the legal disparity between how the Israeli justice system treats Israeli children on the 
one hand and Palestinian children on the other. It concludes that Israel is in 
contravention of various aspects of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
it asserts applies to the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It also notes that the 
transportation of child prisoners into Israel and the failure to translate military orders from 
Hebrew are violations of the Fourth Geneva Convention. … 
The role of British civil society, including our Jewish and Arab diasporas, is clearly an 
important contribution in getting away from this frozen conflict. We cannot leave the 
resolution of this embittered conflict to government alone. … 
Yes, of course, this is only palliative. Civil society can do only so much. Resolution of the 
conflict requires direct negotiation. That is urgent and, I repeat, Her Majesty's 
Government consider this to be an urgent priority for the next year. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207-0003.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if the Government will consider imposing a ban on the exporting of weapons and 
components of weapons to the Israeli Government. [141925] 

Alistair Burt: We do not believe that imposing a blanket arms embargo on Israel 
would be justified. The UK is firmly committed to Israel's security—and Israel 
continues to face many genuine security threats. Nor do we believe that an arms 
embargo would advance the middle east peace process. We already apply 
rigorously the Consolidated European Union and National Arms Export Licensing 
Criteria, including with respect to Israel. and do not allow any arms exports which 
we assess would be contrary to those criteria. 

Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what   consideration   the  Government   has  given   to   banning   UK   companies   from  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207-0002.htm#13020761000843
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207-0002.htm#13020761000843
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207-0003.htm
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manufacturing components sold to Israel to make drones. [141926] 
Alistair Burt: We do not believe that a ban on UK companies manufacturing 
components is necessary, given the stringent requirements of the criteria by which 
we assess all arms exports. These assessments take into consideration the remit 
of the end user and the specification of the final platform. We refuse licences for 
any arms exports to Israel which we assess would be inconsistent with the criteria 
or other relevant commitments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130207/text/130207w0
001.htm#13020766000009  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their most recent 
assessment of the incidence of (1) anaemia, (2) stunted growth, and (3) malnutrition, in 
Gaza. [HL5134] 

Baroness Northover: The most recent data we have are from the World Health 
Organisation which reported in its 2011 nutrition surveillance report that: 
(1) 68.1% of children aged from 9-12 months and 36.8% of pregnant women in 
Gaza suffer from anaemia;(2) 5.1% children aged from 9-12 months suffer from 
stunted growth; and(3) 4.6% of children aged from 9-12 months suffer from 
wasting and 3.7% are underweight due to malnutrition. 
The UK Government are very concerned by the increased prevalence of these 
conditions and DfID provides multi-year funding for food security and service 
delivery in Gaza to help to address this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130207w0001.htm#130
20750000258  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 
Foreign Affairs Council/General Affairs Council 

The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): …  
Middle East Peace Process 
Ministers considered the middle east peace process within the broader discussion of EU-
US relations. It was agreed that it was important to engage with the US Administration to 
encourage them to engage fully on the middle east peace process. High Representative 
Ashton said the European External Action Service was also focused on working with 
Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the Arab League, and Egypt in this context. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130207/wmstext/13020
7m0001.htm#13020746000005  
 
 

United Nations 

Number of Palestinian refugee deaths in Syria increasing, UN agency warns 
A United Nations agency today expressed concern over the rising number of deaths and 
injuries among Palestinian refugees in Syria …  “These Palestine refugees are unable to 
move safely, are subject to severe movement restrictions and face escalating threats 
from shelling and armed clashes,” UNRWA said, adding that poverty and deprivation are 
increasing in the Palestinian community, exacerbating vulnerabilities that existed prior to 
the Syrian conflict. “These developments have left the Palestine refugee community, 
alongside their Syrian neighbours, profoundly traumatized and fearful of the future.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44106&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.URf9uKXRcTw  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130207/am/
130207s01.htm 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0115/amend/pbc1150702m.157-161.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill (closing date 12 March 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2013/february/have-your-say-on-the-marriage-
same-sex-couples-bill/  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
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