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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Human Rights 
Lord Morris of Aberavon: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will place in 
the Library of the House the instructions to counsel who appeared before the European 
Court of Human Rights on behalf of the United Kingdom in the case of Eweida, Chaplin, 
Ladele and McFarlane; and whether those instructions were approved by the Attorney 
General.[HL4721] 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: Litigation instructions are covered by legal 
professional privilege and are not normally placed in the public domain. It should 
also be noted that, for the time being, there remains the possibility of these cases 
being subject to further review by the European Court of Human Rights. For these 
reasons it would not be appropriate to publish the instructions. In accordance with 
the Law Officers' convention, I can neither confirm nor deny whether the Attorney-
General approved the instructions. 

Lord Morris of Aberavon: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will place in 
the Library of the House a transcript of the submission of counsel who appeared on 
behalf of the United Kingdom in the cases of Eweida, Chaplin, Ladele and McFarlane in 
the European Court of Human Rights.[HL4722] 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: No transcript of this hearing exists, because the 
European Court of Human Rights does not have a transcription service. However, 
I am able to provide a link to the court's website, which makes available a video 
recording of the court's hearing of 4 September, including the statement by 
counsel for the UK Government: 
http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/EN/Header/Press/Multimedia/Webcasts+of+public+
hearings/Webcasts2012.htm; 
http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/EN/Header/Press/MultimedialWebcasts+of+public+
hearings/Webcasts2012.htm 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130131w0001.htm#130
13136000330  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
information her Department holds on whether the allowance paid by the Palestinian 
Authority differs between married and unmarried Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails; 
[140657] 
(2) what information her Department holds on whether the Palestinian Authority makes 
payments to unmarried Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. [140656] 
Andrew Percy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
information her Department holds on whether Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails 
convicted of terrorist offences receive financial payments from the Palestinian Authority 
each month; [140708] 
(2) what information her Department holds on whether the allowance paid by the 
Palestinian Authority to Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails is determined by the length of 
sentence being served. [140707] 

Mr Duncan: The Palestinian Authority pays an allowance to cover the cost of food 
and clothing for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. The nature of this allowance 
is governed and managed by the Israeli authorities. 
UK assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA) supports a successful Middle East 
Peace Process by helping build Palestinian institutions and promoting economic 
growth, so that any future state will be stable, prosperous, well-run, and an 
effective partner for peace with Israel. This is provided subject to a number of 
safeguards. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0
003.htm#13013164000032  
 

Syria 
Baroness Falkner of Margravine: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the potential escalation of regional conflict in the Middle East in the 
light of reported Israeli air strikes near the Lebanese-Syrian border. … 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, we are aware of the reports of a possible Israeli air strike in the vicinity of 
the Lebanese-Syrian border on the evening of 29 January. We are looking into 
these reports, but it would be unhelpful to speculate at this stage on the 
implications of this reported incident. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My Lords, I wonder if my noble friend will agree with 
the two following propositions: first, that that pre-emptive strikes breach international law 
and will undoubtedly heighten tensions in the region; and, secondly, that while the benefit 
to Israel's security is likely to be short-lived, the likelihood of pushing the beleaguered 
regime into even more ruthless actions against its opponents is increased, and risks 
drawing chemical weapons into the equation. In light of that, will my noble friend tell the 
House why the United Kingdom Government seek to request a further relaxation of the 
EU arms embargo tomorrow against this backdrop? Do they believe that putting further 
arms into the equation will actually help the situation? 

Baroness Warsi: … It would be wrong for me to speculate about the implications 
of what may have taken place and of what has in fact taken place. However, I 
note the point that my noble friend makes in relation to the arms embargo. We 
have taken the position that there should be flexibility in the arms embargo both in 
relation to the period of time that it operates and to its specifics. … 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, will the Minister inform the House as to whether,  if  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0003.htm#13013164000032


 3

 

it turns out that the Syrian regime was transferring arms or military material to any 
organisation in Lebanon other than the state armed forces, it would have been acting 
contrary to Security Council resolutions? 

Baroness Warsi: I do not want to answer the noble Lord's supplementary 
question by speculating. I can say that on two occasions we have had specific 
questions on the issue of chemical weapons and their transfer. I said on those 
occasions that we had made clear to Syria what its obligations were in relation to 
any chemical or biological weapons that it had. … 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, I accept that the position is as yet unclear, but 
does the Minister agree that if this convoy was taking weapons to be used by Hezbollah 
against Israel, Israel had not only a right under Security Council resolutions but also a 
right under the charter of self-defence, knowing the record of Hezbollah against Israel? 

Baroness Warsi: The noble Lord is aware that we have in the past raised 
concerns about any weapons that may be passing to Hezbollah, about where 
those weapons may be coming from and about comments that have been made 
by Hezbollah about where they may be receiving weapons from. I hope that the 
House feels that I am not being evasive, but it would be inappropriate for me to 
speculate on what has happened, the implications of it, what someone may do in 
response and the implications that that would have in relation to international law. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: While I appreciate that the Minister obviously does not want 
to speculate until there is a clearer view about this, and while I am the first to be critical of 
Israel when occasionally it overreacts and overresponds with undue rigour, do the noble 
Lords, Lord Hannay and Lord Anderson, not have a point? The shipping of weapons to 
Hezbollah, which already has thousands of rockets, is an extremely dangerous and 
destabilising act in the Middle East. Anything that furthers the position of Hezbollah, 
which is a state within a state in Lebanon, and makes it more ready to be highly 
provocative, as it has proved in the past, against Israel, will add to the difficulties in the 
area. Does she appreciate that we need to watch this very carefully and in a balanced 
way? 

Baroness Warsi: My noble friend, as always, makes an important point and 
comes at it with great expertise. He will, however, be comforted to know that 
whatever has happened on that border, we understand at the moment that the 
blue line between Israel and Lebanon remains calm and that the work of UNIFIL 
continues in the region in the way that it has done until now. I can, however, say 
that any transfer of arms to Hezbollah would clearly be a violation of Security 
Council Resolution 1701. 

Lord Triesman: My Lords, the difficulty in answering the Question without adequate 
information at this stage is well understood on all sides the House. But there will be an 
anxiety both about the prospect of Hezbollah attaining additional weaponry and about the 
proportionality of what has happened. When will the Minister, in her judgment, be able to 
come and give a full Statement to the House about the facts so that we can have a 
proper discussion? 

Baroness Warsi: … I will be obtaining updates on this tonight and in my weekend 
Box and, if further information comes to light, of course I shall update the House. 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: … the Russians have made a very forthright 
statement about these reported air strikes. Can the Minister tell us what bilateral 
exchanges we are having with the Russians about this very worrying situation, which 
could grow more serious on a daily basis? 

Baroness Warsi: I do not have any information about the specific bilateral 
discussions we are having in relation to this particular incident. However, I can 
assure the noble Baroness that we are having constant discussions with the 
Russians in relation to the situation in Syria. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130131-
0001.htm#13013131000589  
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Welsh Assembly 

Aled Roberts: What consideration does the Minister give to the recent Report of the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied 
since 1967 (Prof. Richard Falk: A/67/150); and the UN Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human Rights when assessing procurement and public funding in Wales. 
(WAQ62043) 

The Minister for Finance and Leader of the House (Jane Hutt): The Welsh 
Government commends the Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 (Prof. Richard Falk: 
A/67/150) and the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. 
The Welsh Government takes its international human rights commitments very 
seriously. We regularly provide evidence of our work to the United Nations and 
were recently part of the UK Government delegation to the Universal Periodic 
Review (UPR) in Geneva. We were able to highlight work undertaken to promote 
human rights in Wales such as embedding the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child into Welsh Law and development of the first strategic national 
policy to ensure equality of opportunity for the Gypsy Traveller community. 
Public sector procurement is subject to the European Union (EU) Public 
Procurement Directives. Under the Directives, bidders will be disqualified where 
they have committed certain criminal offences covering such things as corruption 
and bribery, and offences relating to the conduct of their business, or where they 
have committed an act of grave misconduct in the course of their business or 
profession (this list is not exhaustive). Assuming a bid is not disqualified on any of 
these grounds it must be treated equally with all other bids. Excluding a bid on 
grounds un-related to the subject matter of the contract and without objective 
evidence carries the risk of the decision being challenged at law. 
Welsh Government procurement activity is undertaken in an ethical, fair and 
transparent manner. I recently published the Wales Procurement Policy Statement 
laying out the principles against which the Welsh public sector should carry out 
procurement. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-written-
questions/waq20130131.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=Answers%20issued%20to%20the%20Writ
ten%20Assembly%20Questions%20for%20answer%20on%2031%20January%202013%
20%28PDF%2C%20328KB%29  

 
 

United Nations 

Ban calls for preventing further tensions after reported Israeli air strikes on Syria 
… “The Secretary-General notes with grave concern reports of Israeli air strikes in Syria. 
At this time, the United Nations does not have details of the reported incident. Nor is the 
United Nations in a position to independently verify what has occurred,” said a note 
issued by Mr. Ban’s office. 
“The Secretary-General calls on all concerned to prevent tensions or their escalation in 
the region, and to strictly abide by international law, in particular in respect of territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of all countries in the region.” … 
“UNDOF did not observe any planes flying over the area of separation and therefore was 
not able to confirm the incident,” Eduardo Del Buey, deputy spokesperson for the 
Secretary-General, told reporters in New York. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44049&Cr=syria&Cr1=#.UQrjh6XRcTw  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Bulgaria 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to his EU counterparts about involvement by 
Hezbollah in the Burgas terror attack. [140658] 

Alistair Burt: We remain deeply concerned by indications that Hezbollah was 
involved in the terrorist attack in Bourgas. Once the official Bulgarian investigation 
has concluded, the EU will need to decide how to respond. The Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), is in close touch with his EU counterparts on this 
issue as is the Secretary of State for the Home Department, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Maidenhead (Mrs May). Based on our national proscription, we 
continue to believe there is a strong case for similar action by the EU against the 
military wing of Hezbollah. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0
003.htm#13013164000034  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Ombudsman 

Ombudsman encourages Commission to issue guidelines on dialogue with 
religious and non-religious organisations 
The European Ombudsman … has encouraged the European Commission to clarify how 
it conducts its dialogue with religious and non-religious organisations and, if necessary, 
draw up concrete guidelines on this issue. This follows a critical remark he made over the 
reasons the Commission put forward when refusing to conduct a dialogue seminar with 
the European Humanist Federation on the exemption for churches provided in European 
employment rules. The Commission partly explained its refusal by saying that the Union 
needed to respect the status of churches and religious organisations in the Member 
States. 
The Ombudsman failed to see how engaging in a discussion with the complainant on this 
issue could call this status into question. While acknowledging the Commission's broad 
margin of discretion concerning how it carries out its dialogue with religious and non-
religious organisations, he stressed that the case represents a good opportunity for the 
institution to clarify its practices. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_EO-13-2_en.htm?locale=en  
 
Decision of the European Ombudsman in his inquiry into complaint 2097/2011/RA 
against the European Commission 
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/cases/decision.faces/en/49026/html.bookmark  

 
 

United Nations 

Fighting deadly hate speech requires ‘multi-layered approach,’ UN official says 
A multi-layered approach to countering hate speech that could incite  genocide and  other  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130131/text/130131w0003.htm#13013164000034
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crimes against humanity is needed, given the limits of legislation and the imperative to 
preserve freedom of expression, the United Nations official dealing with the issue said 
today. “It is important to balance the principle of freedom of expression with the need to 
prevent or stop the most extreme cases of hate speech – those that have the potential to 
incite mass violence,” Adama Dieng, UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, 
told a panel on the topic. … 
The topic of genocide and incitement remained critical not only because of the 
importance of the issue in the founding of the UN after the Holocaust, but also because of 
the role of speech in the more recent atrocities in Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia and 
in the widespread violence triggered by the anti-Islam movie in 2012 … 
For an effective multi-layered approach, Mr. Dieng said, legislation must be 
complemented with fighting the root causes of hate speech – racism and discrimination – 
through dialogue and other measures, as well as countering it with “positive speech,” 
from government and civil society, while improving national and international early 
warning of build-up of hate, through the monitoring of new media. … 
However, he cautioned, outlawing speech should be exceptional, since “incitement to 
ethnic, racial and religious hatred – the most extreme form of hate speech – usually 
happens only in extraordinary circumstances.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44056&Cr=genocide&Cr1=#.UQ6VeqX
RcTw  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Public Bill Committee, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130131-
gc0001.htm#13013150000535  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/pro1153101p.17-
18.html  
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Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0115/amend/pbc1153101a.91-97.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html  
 

Research Paper 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP13-8.pdf  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
** Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130201-
0001.htm#13020135000554  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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