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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Motion for leave to bring in a Bill 

Equality (Marriage) (Amendment) 
col 799  Edward Leigh: That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the protected 
characteristics in the Equality Act 2010 to include a person’s conscientious beliefs about 
the definition of marriage; and for connected purposes. … 
There is already a problem, but if the Government succeed in redefining marriage, the 
problem will get much worse. We are told that the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill is to 
be fast-tracked and that full scrutiny on the Floor of the House is not welcome. However, 
the Bill is not some obscure change in the law; it raises profound ethical, moral and, I 
would argue, constitutional matters that affect the Church of England. It also raises 
matters of conscience. … 
The Education Act 1996 requires schools to teach about the nature of marriage, so if 
marriage is redefined they will be required to teach about the nature of same-sex 
marriage. Teachers who decline will find themselves in the firing line … 
This ten-minute rule Bill is not a blocking measure to stop same-sex marriage; it would 
simply insert in the Equality Act 2010 protection for a person’s conscientious views on 
the definition of marriage. It would protect those who hold the traditional view that 
marriage is between a man and a woman, just as it would protect those who hold a 
contrary view. … 

 

col 801  Stephen Doughty: … the Equality Act 2010 already takes great care to provide 
protections for persons of religion and belief, … Those protections were placed on a 
principled equal footing with other protected characteristics, including those of sex and 
sexuality. … by opening up debate on such a carefully considered piece of legislation in 
what is effectively a piecemeal way, we could essentially be undoing the work of a great 
deal of parliamentary debate that took place when we considered where to set the 
boundaries on “protected characteristics”, and how to balance appropriately the rights of 
one protected group alongside or against those of another. … 

 

Motion passed: Ayes 86, Noes 31. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130129/debtext/13012
9-0002.htm#13012946000001  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130129/debtext/130129-0002.htm#13012946000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130129/debtext/130129-0002.htm#13012946000001
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Scottish Government 

Government accepts all Electoral Commission recommendations    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/01/electoral-commission-
report30012013  
 

 

Electoral Commission 

Electoral Commission publishes its assessment of Scottish independence 
referendum question and its advice on campaign spending limits    
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-media/news-releases/electoral-
commission-media-centre/news-releases-referendums/electoral-commission-publishes-
its-assessment-of-scottish-independence-referendum-question-and-its-advice-on-
campaign-spending-limits  
 
Referendum on independence for Scotland: Advice of the Electoral Commission on 
the proposed referendum question    
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/153691/Referendum-
on-independence-for-Scotland-our-advice-on-referendum-question.pdf  
 
Referendum on Scottish Independence: Question Testing    
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/153689/Ipsos-MORI-
Scotland-question-testing-report-24-January-2013.pdf  
 
Electoral Commission advice on spending limits for the referendum on 
independence for Scotland    
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/153697/Report-on-
spending-limits-for-the-referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland.pdf  

 
 

Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service 

Census 2011 datasets: small geographic areas 

Religion or Religion Brought Up In: (administrative geographies) 
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2426-lh-37-yn-
2011-  
 
Ethnic Group: (administrative geographies)  
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2443-lh-37-yn-
2011-  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Beth Nicoll (St Machar Academy, Aberdeen): … Communities around the United 
Kingdom commemorate Holocaust memorial day annually on 27 January, the 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration and death camp Auschwitz-
Birkenau. Holocaust memorial day aims to remember the victims of the Holocaust and 
encourage people to reflect on its contemporary relevance.  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/01/electoral-commission-report30012013
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/01/electoral-commission-report30012013
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-media/news-releases/electoral-commission-media-centre/news-releases-referendums/electoral-commission-publishes-its-assessment-of-scottish-independence-referendum-question-and-its-advice-on-campaign-spending-limits
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-media/news-releases/electoral-commission-media-centre/news-releases-referendums/electoral-commission-publishes-its-assessment-of-scottish-independence-referendum-question-and-its-advice-on-campaign-spending-limits
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-media/news-releases/electoral-commission-media-centre/news-releases-referendums/electoral-commission-publishes-its-assessment-of-scottish-independence-referendum-question-and-its-advice-on-campaign-spending-limits
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/news-and-media/news-releases/electoral-commission-media-centre/news-releases-referendums/electoral-commission-publishes-its-assessment-of-scottish-independence-referendum-question-and-its-advice-on-campaign-spending-limits
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/153691/Referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland-our-advice-on-referendum-question.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/153691/Referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland-our-advice-on-referendum-question.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/153689/Ipsos-MORI-Scotland-question-testing-report-24-January-2013.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/153689/Ipsos-MORI-Scotland-question-testing-report-24-January-2013.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/153697/Report-on-spending-limits-for-the-referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/153697/Report-on-spending-limits-for-the-referendum-on-independence-for-Scotland.pdf
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2426-lh-37-yn-2011-
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2426-lh-37-yn-2011-
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2443-lh-37-yn-2011-
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2443-lh-37-yn-2011-
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In November, with 200 other pupils from around Scotland, we visited Auschwitz-Birkenau 
as part of the Holocaust Educational Trust's lessons from Auschwitz project. Before the 
visit, I had many expectations; however, none of them compared to what I witnessed and 
felt that day. We have all been told about the 6 million Jews who were killed during the 
Holocaust, but you cannot truly comprehend the scale of that until you see the faces of 
those individuals on the walls at Auschwitz. That was the most difficult part of the visit 
because, when I saw those pictures, each victim became an individual instead of just a 
number in a textbook. Each person affected by the Holocaust was an ordinary person like 
us and I will never forget the first face that I saw among those photographs.  
Stevie Low (St Machar Academy, Aberdeen): The lessons from Auschwitz project 
gives two sixth-form students in Scotland the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
Prior to the visit, we had listened to Holocaust survivor Zigi Shipper's incredibly moving 
story. He said that, despite everything that he faced in the Holocaust, he never hated. 
Having heard what he had been through, I found that difficult to grasp but, when I 
reflected on his testimony, I felt that it was the most important message that he imparted 
that day.   Twelve years ago, Holocaust survivor Ernest Levy stood before Parliament for 
time for reflection and said: "Mankind has made great steps towards international peace, 
but more must be done."-[Official Report, 31 January 2001; c 731.]  
As Scotland becomes more diverse, more effort must be made to celebrate difference. 
The theme for Holocaust memorial day 2013 is "Communities Together: Build a Bridge", 
which encourages us to reflect on the communities that were destroyed under Nazi 
persecution and subsequent genocides and to challenge antisemitism and prejudice. As 
a Holocaust Educational Trust ambassador, I will do my utmost to encourage young 
people in Scotland to remember the communities that were lost during the Holocaust and 
encourage my peers to challenge prejudice, no matter how inconvenient it may seem.  
George Santayana wrote: "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it".  I remain committed to remembering the past and sharing my experiences with 
as many people as possible in an effort to encourage more people to embrace diversity 
and oppose intolerance. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7713&mode=html
#iob_70403 
 

Ernest Levy’s Time for Reflection, referred to above, can be read at 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=4282&i=28929&c
=742532&s=!!ernest%20levy!!  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Occupied Territories 
George Galloway: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on whether the Israeli Government intends to allow 
settlement building to continue on occupied lands. [139611] 

Alistair Burt: We are awaiting the formation of the incoming Israeli Government 
following elections held for the 19th Knesset on 22 January 2012. We are 
following developments closely. When formed, we look forward to working with 
the next Israeli Government, and will look to them to uphold international law. We 
will continue to raise our concerns, calling on Israel to cease all settlement activity 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130129/text/130129w0
001.htm#13012985000078  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7713&mode=html#iob_70403
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=7713&mode=html#iob_70403
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=4282&i=28929&c=742532&s=!!ernest%20levy
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=4282&i=28929&c=742532&s=!!ernest%20levy
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130129/text/130129w0001.htm#13012985000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130129/text/130129w0001.htm#13012985000078


 4

 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have plans to renew 
discussions with Israel on the establishment of a two-state solution once the general 
election has taken place in that country.[HL4759] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): This is 
a crucial year for the peace process. We are concerned by developments that 
threaten the viability of the two-state solution, particularly continued settlement 
announcements. We will continue to urge Israel to revoke these decisions and 
cease settlement building. We vigorously engage with the Israeli Government on 
this and other issues relating to the peace process and will continue to do so once 
a new Government have formed.  
We remain determined to do everything possible to achieve a return to 
negotiations for a two-state solution, which will bring a just and permanent 
solution to this conflict. Accordingly, we are calling for bold and courageous 
leadership from a new Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority to engage 
in serious negotiations without preconditions, and for the US, with the strong 
support of the EU, to lead a major push to revitalise the peace process, with a 
view to achieving a negotiated two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130129w0001.htm#130
12960001080  

 
 

United Nations 

In face of non-cooperation, UN calls on Israel to take part in human rights review 
The top United Nations human rights body today voiced regret at Israel’s decision not to 
participate in the scheduled review of its human rights record, and called on the 
Government to resume its cooperation with the mechanism set up for this purpose. … 
Israel today became the first country not to show up for its review … 
In the face of Israel’s absence, the Council took a decision by consensus “regretting the 
decision of Israel, the State under review, not to participate in the Universal Periodic 
Review at the scheduled date…” It also decided to reschedule its examination of the 
country to later this year, at the 17th session of the Working Group of the Universal 
Periodic Review of October-November at the latest. 
In addition, the Council called on Israel to resume its cooperation with the Universal 
Periodic Review mechanism, which has enjoyed 100 per cent participation from States 
since it began nearly five years ago. 
The decision called on the President of the Council, Ambassador Remigiusz A. Henczel 
of Poland, to “take all appropriate steps” to encourage Israel to resume its cooperation 
and requested him to report back to the Council on his efforts in this regard. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44026&Cr=human+rights+council&Cr1=
#.UQlWmaXRcTw  
 
UN humanitarian official decries use of live ammunition again Palestinian civilians 
The top United Nations humanitarian official in the occupied Palestinian territories is 
“seriously concerned” about increased civilian casualties resulting from the use of live 
ammunition by Israeli forces. 
“Using live ammunition against civilians may constitute excessive use of force and any 
such occurrences should be investigated in a timely, thorough, independent and impartial 
manner,” UN Humanitarian Coordinator James W. Rawley said today in a statement. 
He urged “maximum restraint in order to avoid further civilian casualties.” 
Eight Palestinian civilians, including three minors and one woman,  have been killed since  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130129w0001.htm#13012960001080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130129w0001.htm#13012960001080
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44026&Cr=human+rights+council&Cr1=#.UQlWmaXRcTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44026&Cr=human+rights+council&Cr1=#.UQlWmaXRcTw
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/statement-un-humanitarian-coordinator-james-w-rawley-idf-use
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mid-November in separate incidents in the West Bank. 
“Individuals found responsible must be held accountable,” Mr. Rawley noted. Israeli 
authorities are reportedly investigating some of the incidents. 
In the statement, Mr. Rawley also underscored that the right of peaceful protest must be 
upheld and all protests should be kept strictly non-violent. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44036&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UQlWmKXR
cTw  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Liaison Group of UK Animal Welfare Advisory Bodies 

UK Law Relating to Animal Welfare 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/UK-law-relating-to-animal-welfare.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130129/am/
130129s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130129/pm/
130129s01.htm 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2443-lh-37-yn-2011-  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0075/amend/am075-b.htm  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44036&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UQlWmKXRcTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44036&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UQlWmKXRcTw
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/UK-law-relating-to-animal-welfare.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130129/am/130129s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130129/am/130129s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130129/pm/130129s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmpublic/crimeandcourts/130129/pm/130129s01.htm
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/pivotgrid.aspx?dataSetVars=ds-2443-lh-37-yn-2011-
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0075/amend/am075-b.htm
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** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0045/amend/ml045-x.htm  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  

TOP 
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