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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Marriage: Same-sex Civil Marriage 
Lord Higgins: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will place in the Library of 
the House a copy of the form of words they propose should be used in same-sex 
marriage civil ceremonies together with a copy of the comparable form of words used for 
same-sex civil partnerships.[HL4277] 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: Civil partnerships are formed simply by signing 
the register; they do not require spoken vows. Same-sex couples who have a 
marriage ceremony will make spoken vows. The vows spoken as part of a same-
sex marriage ceremony will be the same as for an opposite-sex marriage 
ceremony, with men being referred to as husband and women being referred to 
as wife. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130114w0001.htm#130
1143000130  

 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Bringing people together in strong, united communities 
… We are committed to ensuring that everyone has the freedom to live free from hostility 
or harassment. Projects aimed at tackling extremism and intolerance include: working 
with the Anne Frank Trust and Show Racism the Red Card to help educate young people 
on the dangers of racism; work by the Searchlight Educational Trust to build local 
communities’ resilience to extremist far right narratives; and support to Measuring Anti-
Muslim Attacks (MAMA). … 
Faith groups are involved in a huge range of activities and projects to improve 
communities, and we are providing them support to promote and celebrate their faith. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/bringing-people-together-in-strong-united-
communities  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130114w0001.htm#1301143000130
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130114w0001.htm#1301143000130
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/bringing-people-together-in-strong-united-communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/bringing-people-together-in-strong-united-communities
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European Court of Human Rights 

Right to manifest religion at work is protected but must be balanced against rights 
of others 
In today’s Chamber judgment in the case of Eweida and Others v. the United Kingdom 
(application nos. 48420/10, 59842/10, 51671/10 and 36516/10), which is not final1, the 
European Court of Human Rights held: 
by five votes to two, that there had been a violation of Article 9 (freedom of religion) of the 
European Convention on Human Rights as concerned Ms Eweida; 
unanimously, that there had been no violation of Article 9 of the European Convention, 
taken alone or in conjunction with Article 14 (prohibition of discrimination), as concerned 
Ms Chaplin and Mr McFarlane; and 
by five votes to two, that there had been no violation of Article 14 taken in conjunction 
with Article 9 as concerned Ms Ladele. … 
The Court did not consider that the lack of explicit protection in UK law to regulate the 
wearing of religious clothing and symbols in the workplace in itself meant that the right to 
manifest religion was breached, since the issues could be and were considered by the 
domestic courts in the context of discrimination claims brought by the applicants. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/webservices/content/pdf/003-4221189-5014359  
 
Case of Eweida and Others v. the United Kingdom: Full Judgement 
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/fra/pages/search.aspx?i=001-115881  
 

 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission welcomes European Court of Human Rights ruling on religious 
discrimination cases 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission today announced that it would be working 
with employers and religious groups to help them interpret the European Court of Human 
Rights’ ruling on a series of cases involving religious freedom in the workplace. 
The Court found that Nadia Eweida suffered a breach of her right to religious freedom, 
which is in line with the Commission’s intervention submitted to the European Court. 
However, in another case involving the wearing of a cross at work – that of Shirley 
Chaplin, a nurse - the Court ruled that health and safety considerations meant that the 
UK court reached the right conclusion in supporting her employer’s actions. 
The Commission’s view is that the Government should now look at the need to change 
the law to take the European Court judgment into account. However, until this takes 
place, there is potential for confusion for both employers and employees following the 
ruling. This is in particular due to the fact that the Court found that Eweida had suffered 
discrimination but that Chaplin had not. 
The Commission will therefore be publishing new guidance on this issue for employers 
and employees, to help them avoid further confusion and potentially costly litigation while 
the government considers whether to change the law. 
The Commission also welcomed the Court's statement of principle that "as enshrined in 
Article 9, freedom of thought, conscience and religion is one of the foundations of a 
'democratic society' within the meaning of the European Convention.' … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2013/january/commission-welcomes-
european-court-of-human-rights-ruling-on-religious-discrimination-cases/  
 
------------------------------ 
 
 

http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/webservices/content/pdf/003-4221189-5014359
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/fra/pages/search.aspx?i=001-115881
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2013/january/commission-welcomes-european-court-of-human-rights-ruling-on-religious-discrimination-cases/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2013/january/commission-welcomes-european-court-of-human-rights-ruling-on-religious-discrimination-cases/
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Technical Guidance on the Public Sector Equality Duty England 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance
_england.doc  
 
Technical Guidance on the Public Sector Equality Duty Scotland 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance
_scotland.doc  
 
Technical Guidance on the Public Sector Equality Duty Wales 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance
_wales.doc  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Gordon Banks: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take in the event that the Israeli Government announces further 
settlements in the west bank. [136664] 

Alistair Burt: The UK position on Israeli settlements is clear: they are illegal under 
international law, an obstacle to peace and make a two-state solution, with 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. We consistently call on the 
Israeli authorities to cease all settlement building and to remove illegal outposts, 
as required under international law and in fulfilment of Israel's obligations under 
the Quartet Roadmap. 
Any decisions about what steps or actions we might take in the event of any future 
Israeli Government settlement announcements will be made at that time. 

Gordon Banks: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with the Israeli authorities on the recording of police 
interviews with children. [136665] 

Alistair Burt: During his visit to Israel in November 2012 the Attorney-General, 
my right hon. and learned Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), raised 
the issue of audio-visual recording of interviews with Palestinian children held in 
Israeli military detention, as recommended in an independent report by British 
legal experts, with the Israeli Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein and other senior 
interlocuters. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between UK and British legal 
experts on the subject. This followed previous discussions between the British 
embassy in Tel Aviv and the Israeli authorities on this and other recommendations 
made in the June 2012 report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0
003.htm#1301156000029  
 

Middle East 
Katy Clark: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will conduct an assessment of whether any UK manufactured weapons or components 
were used by Israeli military forces during Operation Pillar of Defence in November 2012. 
[135902] 

Alistair Burt: The British embassy in Tel Aviv has monitored and assessed, to the 
extent possible, the conduct of Operation Pillar of Defence including the type and 
nature of the weapons used. To date, based on the information available, we have  
 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance_england.doc
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance_england.doc
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance_scotland.doc
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance_scotland.doc
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance_wales.doc
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/EqualityAct/psed_technical_guidance_wales.doc
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0003.htm#1301156000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0003.htm#1301156000029
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no evidence of the use of UK manufactured weapons or components by the Israeli 
military forces during the operation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0
003.htm#1301156000031  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer how much tax relief applied for 
via Gift Aid was received by organisations funding projects in Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories in each of the last five years. [136465] 

Sajid Javid: HM Revenue and Customs does not record types of charity for Gift 
Aid claims, or have detailed information about the expenditure incurred by 
charities. Therefore the information requested on the value of tax reliefs received 
by organisations funding projects in Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories could not be obtained without disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0
005.htm#1301156000064  

 

 
European Commission 

New European Union assistance for the Palestinian people 
The European Union has decided to bring forward the first part of its 2013 assistance 
package for the Palestinian people to the beginning of the year in order to ensure that the 
support to the Palestinian Authority and United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, who provide vital services to the Palestinian people, 
is not interrupted. 
The Decision has two components. For the first, €60 million will be allocated to the 
PEGASE mechanism, which supports the Palestinian National Development Plan by 
helping the PA to finance its budget deficit and implement its reform agenda, meet its 
obligations towards civil employees, pensioners and most vulnerable citizens, and 
maintain the functioning of the administration and the provision of essential public 
services to the population. … 
The Second component allocates an initial amount of €40 million to UNWRA's 2013 
regular budget (General Fund) in order to support the education, health, relief and social 
services programmes which UNWRA is responsible for providing for Palestine refugees 
in West Bank, Gaza, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-18_en.htm?locale=en  
 

 
United Nations 

Ban renews call to rescind plans for new Israeli settlements after on-site protests 
The Secretary-General is following with concern developments regarding the announced 
plans for Israeli settlement construction in the so-called E1 area, on which he expressed 
his grave disappointment in his statement of 2 December.  He notes that Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank are illegal under international law.  The Secretary-General 
repeats his call that any such settlement plans for E-1 must be rescinded. �He notes that 
the recent Palestinian demonstrations in the E1 area, as well as the Israeli evacuation of 
the protesters, were largely non-violent.  The Secretary-General stresses the importance 
for protests to continue to remain peaceful and for the right to peaceful protest to be fully 
respected. 
In this particularly difficult period for the region, all concerned should make serious efforts  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0003.htm#1301156000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0003.htm#1301156000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0005.htm#1301156000064
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/text/130114w0005.htm#1301156000064
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-18_en.htm?locale=en
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towards creating the conditions for a resumption of meaningful peace negotiations and to 
protect the future of the peace process, which is in danger.  
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6546  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-
0002.htm#13011420000001  
 

Money resolution, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-
0004.htm#1301155000004  
 

Ways and Means resolution, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-
0004.htm#1301155000005  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0045/amend/ml045-viii.htm  
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130114-
gc0001.htm#13011425000051  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-0002.htm#13011420000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-0002.htm#13011420000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-0004.htm#1301155000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-0004.htm#1301155000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-0004.htm#1301155000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130114/debtext/130114-0004.htm#1301155000005
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0045/amend/ml045-viii.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130114-gc0001.htm#13011425000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130114-gc0001.htm#13011425000051
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
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Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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