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Westminster Hall Debate 

Charities (Donations) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130108/halltext/130108
h0002.htm#13010827000002  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Robert Neill (889) Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 – That this House notes that on 27 
January 2013 the UK will observe Holocaust Memorial Day, the 68th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, where an estimated 1.1 million people were murdered; 
commemorates the 6 million victims of the Holocaust; further notes that the theme for 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2013 is Communities Together: Build a Bridge, asking each of 
us to remember and stand by those who were forced to live through these experiences; 
pays tribute to the commitment of Holocaust survivors, who share their experiences with 
young people across the country; acknowledges the importance of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust's work in schools across the UK and in particular the Lessons from 
Auschwitz Project, which has so far given over 18,000 students and teachers the 
opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau; pays further tribute to the Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust for organising this year's Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations; further 
notes that a Book of Commitment will be placed in the corridor between the Members' 
Cloakroom and Members' Staircase between the hours of 14.30 and 16.30 from 14 to 16 
January and 21 to 23 January 2013; and urges all hon. Members to sign the Book and 
observe the day, so that the appalling events of the Holocaust are always understood by 
future generations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/889  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
steps he took to ensure that in issuing arms export licences to Israel, notably those 
categorised as ML1, ML3, ML4 and ML10, weapons could not be used for internal 
repression; and if he will make a statement. [135392] 

Michael Fallon [holding answer 7 January 2013]: All export licences for military 
goods are assessed on a case by case basis against the Consolidated EU and 
National Arms Export Licensing Criteria. An export licence will not be issued if the 
decision is not consistent with the criteria. Assessments of export licence 
applications for military goods to Israel will take account of the continuing tensions 
over Gaza. 
The following criteria are relevant: 
Criterion 2 
The respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the country of final 
destination. A licence will not be issued if there is a clear risk that the proposed 
export might be used for internal repression; 
Criterion 3 
The internal situation in the country of final destination, as a function of the 
existence of tensions or armed conflicts. The Government will not issue export 
licences for exports which would provoke or prolong armed conflicts or aggravate 
existing tensions or conflicts in the country of final destination; 
Criterion 4 
Preservation of regional peace, security and stability. The Government will not 
issue an export licence if there is a clear risk that the intended recipient would use 
the proposed export aggressively against another country, or to assert by force a 
territorial claim. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130108/text/130108w0
001.htm#13010846000022  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning any long-term ceasefire they were negotiating 
with Hamas before the recent hostilities started.[HL4187] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
aware of media reports about a possible full ceasefire proposal before the recent 
violence in Gaza and southern Israel. However, we have not discussed this issue 
with the Israeli Government.  Following the Egyptian-brokered ceasefire on 21 
November, the priority now must be to address the underlying causes of the 
conflict, including more open access to and from Gaza for people and goods, and 
an end to the smuggling of weapons. It is important that momentum towards 
finding a solution to the problems of Gaza is maintained. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#130
10854001809  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel concerning the break-in and removal of all computer hard 
disks from the human rights offices of Addameer and other community organisations in 
Ramallah. [HL4185] 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130108/text/130108w0001.htm#13010846000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130108/text/130108w0001.htm#13010846000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001809
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001809
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The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
deeply concerned by the incursion by Israeli security forces into Ramallah on 11 
December, to raid the offices of three non-governmental�organisations, including 
Addameer, the Union of Palestinian Women Committees and the Palestinian Non-
Governmental Organisation Network. 
Incursions by Israeli forces into Palestinian cities where the Palestinian Authority 
under the Oslo Accords assumes the powers and responsibilities for internal 
security and public order put in jeopardy the internationally recognized success of 
Palestinian institution building efforts. 
Officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv are actively seeking an opportunity to raise 
this raid with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#130
10854001811  

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of the reported raids by Israeli forces on the offices of Palestinian human 
�rights organisations, including the offices of the Union of Palestinian Women 
Committees and the Palestinian NGO Network.[HL4146] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
deeply concerned by the incursion by Israeli security forces into Ramallah on 11 
December to raid the offices of three non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
with which the EU has implemented co-operation projects-Addameer, the Union of 
Palestinian Women Committees (UPWC) and the Palestinian NGO Network 
(PNGO). 
Incursions by Israeli forces into Palestinian cities where the Palestinian Authority 
under the Oslo accords assumes the powers and responsibilities for internal 
security and public order put in jeopardy the internationally recognised success of 
Palestinian institution-building efforts. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent discussions they have 
had with the Government of Israel concerning the recommendation of the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office report Children in Military Custody that military law and public 
administration should deal with Palestinian children on an equal footing with Israeli 
children.[HL4184] 

Baroness Warsi: Our ambassador to Tel Aviv has discussed the report's findings 
with the Israeli Attorney-General and Deputy Attorney-General and with the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We will continue dialogue with the Israeli authorities on 
this issue.   
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), 
has also written to the Israeli ambassador on this subject and has met Baroness 
Scotland, as one of the authors, to discuss follow-up to the report. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent representations they 
have made to the Government of Israel concerning Palestinian farmers in Jayyous and 
elsewhere who are unable to access their land because of the security barrier.[HL4188] 

Baroness Warsi: Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have lobbied the 
appropriate authorities on the issue of movement and access. We continue to 
work closely with the quartet and EU partners, and to call on Israel to ease 
restrictions on access.   
The UK position on the separation barrier is clear: if Israel wished to build the 
barrier, it should have been built on the 1967 border-and where it is constructed 
on the Palestinian side of that border, it is illegal under international law. 
According to the UN Office for the Co-ordination of  Humanitarian Affairs there are  

now 522 obstacles which restrict Palestinian access,  compared to 503 at the end  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001811
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001811
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of 2010. This is a clear increase and it is clear  that more needs to be done, 
particularly in the Jordan Valley and Palestinian land on the Israeli side of the 
separation barrier.  We will continue to argue for a just outcome for all the people 
affected by illegal settlement construction and the confiscation of land due to the 
separation barrier. This includes funding from the Department for International 
Development for the Norwegian Refugee Council to provide legal support to 
communities affected by the occupation. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what has been the total cost of Mr Tony 
Blair and his supporting staff in his role as Quartet Envoy to the Middle East; and what is 
the United Kingdom share of that cost.[HL4326] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government do not provide any financial contribution to the 
Office of the Quartet Representative. However, we do currently second two civil 
servants to the Office of the Quartet Representative in London, and one to the 
Office of the Quartet Representative in Jerusalem, to support the work of the 
quartet in reinforcing the prospects of a resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.   The Government do not hold information on the total cost of Tony Blair's 
role as Quartet Envoy. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel about access to the Old City of Jerusalem for pilgrims and 
students coming from the West Bank, Jordan and Israel, in line with United Nations 
resolutions on the matter.[HL4365] 

Baroness Warsi: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement between the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and elsewhere in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have 
lobbied the appropriate authorities on the issue of movement and access. We 
continue to work closely with the quartet and EU partners, and to call on Israel to 
ease restrictions on access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#130
10854001810 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the cost to United Kingdom 
public funds of the United Kingdom contribution to reconstruction in Gaza following 
Operation Pillar of Cloud.[HL4186] 

Baroness Northover: The Minister of State for International Development, the 
right honourable Alan Duncan MP, recently announced on his visit to Gaza that 
the UK will provide £1.25 million to the work of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross in protecting civilians and providing emergency services in Gaza and 
the West Bank. This will include helping at least 85,000 people inside Gaza who 
have been injured, had their homes destroyed or were otherwise affected by the 
recent conflict. The funding will provide temporary shelter and medical assistance, 
as well as help with rebuilding homes and delivering fuel to keep generators 
running. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel about their treatment of Gazan fishermen. [HL4189] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
regularly makes representations at both ministerial and official level to the Israeli 
authorities on the urgent need to ease restrictions on Gaza, including fishing 
limits.  In this regard, we welcome the newly introduced six nautical mile fishing 
limit. We have urged Israel to ease this restriction further, in line with the limit of 
20 nautical miles stipulated in the Oslo accords. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0001.htm#130
10854001776  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Muslim Brotherhood 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of whether the 
Muslim Brotherhood presents any terrorist threat globally.[HL4160] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Muslim Brotherhood is a diverse movement that has its own political parties in a 
number of countries. We will engage with political parties where they respect the 
democratic process and have a commitment to human rights, the rule of law and 
non-violence. We do not consider the Muslim Brotherhood to be a terrorist 
organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#130
10854001817  
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Other Relevant Information 

Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Centre for Islamic Studies 

Contextualising Islam in Britain II 
Report        http://www.cis.cam.ac.uk/assets/media/cib2-complete-report.pdf 

Summary   http://www.cis.cam.ac.uk/assets/media/pdf/cibii_executive_summary_-
_final_version.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001817
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130108w0002.htm#13010854001817
http://www.cis.cam.ac.uk/assets/media/cib2-complete-report.pdf
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http://www.cis.cam.ac.uk/assets/media/pdf/cibii_executive_summary_-_final_version.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
 

Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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