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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Incitement 
Andrew Stephenson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
offences of inciting hatred on the grounds of race or religion under Part 3 and Part 3a of 
the Public Order Act 1986 have occurred in each of the last five years. [134341] 

Jeremy Browne: The information requested is not available centrally. 
Section 3 of the Public Order Act 1986 relates to offences of affray. While such 
offences are recorded by the police under Home Office classification 66 ‘Other 
offences against the State or public order’, they cannot be separately identified 
from other offences recorded under this classification. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0
001.htm#12122061000054  

 
 

UK Parliament Petitions 

Film “Innocence of Muslims” 
The Petition of residents of Nelson, Lancashire and elsewhere, 
Declares that the Petitioners believe that the showing in the UK of the film Innocence of 
Muslims, which the Petitioners believe has blasphemous contents, has deeply offended 
Muslims …  The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons urges the 
Government to legislate to ban the showing of the film Innocence of Muslims in the UK 
and urges the Government to conduct a comprehensive enquiry to consider and re-
introduce a new law against blasphemy, with a view to passing legislation aimed at 
protecting all religions and races from being subjected to mocking and ridicule. [P001123] 
 

The Petition of Muslims of the City of Peterborough, 
Declares that the Petitioners … believe that it represents a defamation of Islamic sacred 
values and is an insult to the Prophet Muhammad and that the Petitioners believe that 
this defamation of the Prophet Muhammad, or indeed any other Prophet, is unacceptable 
… [P001144] 
 

Observations from the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport: 
… We have a long tradition of freedom of speech in the United Kingdom; however, we 
have been clear of the need to balance the  right to  freedom of  speech  with the  need to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0001.htm#12122061000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0001.htm#12122061000054


 2

 

prevent actions which intimidate, threaten violence or incite others to hatred … 
While there are frequently calls to ban websites and online material which carry extremist 
or offensive content, the content typically tends to falls short of the criminal threshold. … 
The websites that host the film may be with internet service providers based outside the 
UK and removing a website from one host is highly unlikely to remove it from the internet 
permanently. … 
The Home Office is leading work across Government, and with internet industry 
representatives, to identify practical solutions for responding adequately to the concerns 
of victims and communities in relation to offensive and extremist internet content. 
The Government are fully committed to tackling all forms of hate crime, including that 
fuelled by religious hatred. Targeting a person or a group based on personal 
characteristics is unacceptable, and there is already in place, one of the strongest 
legislative frameworks in the world to protect communities from hostility, violence and 
bigotry. … 
The Government condemn any form of religious intolerance and bigotry. Criminal 
offences related to religious hatred are already in place, are clear, and provide enhanced 
sentencing powers to reflect the seriousness of targeting a person or a group for a 
personal characteristic. … 
To read the petitions and response in full see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/petntext/12122
0p0001.htm#12122057000002 
 
Film ‘Innocence of Muslims' 
The Petition of Cllr Mohammed Javed, 
Declares that the Petitioner believes that the film, “The Innocence of Muslims” is 
disrespectful, offensive and untruthful, and could incite hatred towards Muslims. … 
[P001149] 

Observations from the Secretary of State for the Home Department: 
The Government are fully committed to tackling all forms of hate crime, including that 
fuelled by religious hatred, and have clearly stated that the film, “The Innocence of 
Muslims” was purposely designed to provoke outrage and disorder. 
The United Kingdom already has in place one of the strongest legislative frameworks in 
the world to protect communities from hostility, violence and bigotry. …  
The Government continue to work with internet industry representatives, to identify 
practical solutions for responding adequately to concerns about this kind of material. 
Where internet content is unlawful and is hosted overseas, the Government work with 
overseas Governments and law enforcement agencies and the internet industry in order 
to remove it. The Government are also engaging with industry representatives to explore 
a proposal for a code of conduct to remove material which breaches acceptable 
behaviour standards. 
To read the petition and response in full see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/petntext/12122
0p0001.htm#12122057000003  

 
 

Director of Public Prosecutions 

Interim guidelines on prosecuting cases involving communications sent via social 
media 
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2012-
1926/SocialMediaGuidelines.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Airports: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what agreements the Civil 
Aviation Authority has with the Israeli government regarding the presence of Israeli 
security agents at UK airports. [134733] 

Simon Burns: The Civil Aviation Authority has no such agreements. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0
002.htm#12122061000119  

 
Middle East 

Mr Sheerman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to promote compliance with obligations under international law in 
the conflict between Israel and Palestine. [133940] 

Alistair Burt: We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under 
international law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating to 
the occupation, including settlements and the treatment of prisoners, including 
Palestinian children in military custody. 
We have consistently condemned Israel's announcements to expand settlements 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including East Jerusalem. As well as being 
illegal under international law, settlements undermine the possibility of a two state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and those working for a sustainable 
peace. We look to the Government of Israel to take all necessary steps to prevent 
settlement construction. 

Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the effect of the appointment of a new US 
special envoy to the Middle East on the prospects of restarting negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians. [134041] 

Mr Hague: Events of recent weeks underline the need for a major push led by the 
US, and backed by European nations, to secure progress towards a two-state 
solution before it is too late. I have discussed this with Secretary Clinton and 
stressed that this will require more intense efforts than anything seen since the 
Oslo Peace Accords. In our view, special envoys can play a significant role but 
political will and commitment from all involved are vital for progress. 
The Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. 
Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt) met with the current 
US special envoy, David Hale, on 12 November to encourage the US to show 
decisive leadership and do all it can in the coming weeks and months to drive the 
peace process forward. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0
001.htm#12122061000076  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Combatting racist messages in the virtual world 
… While it is undeniable that the Internet is a positive tool, it can be also used by 
extremist groups and individuals as a virtual battleground to spread  messages of  racism  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0002.htm#12122061000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0002.htm#12122061000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0001.htm#12122061000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121220/text/121220w0001.htm#12122061000076
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and hate, as highlighted by the UN Human Rights Office Special Rapporteur on Racism, 
Mutuma Ruteere, in his report on Racism and the Internet presented before the 67th 
session of the UN General Assembly. 
As Internet technology has developed, extremist hate sites are continuing to increase in 
size and technological sophistication. These groups use the Internet for several purposes 
such as to provoke racial violence and abuse against specific groups or individuals; as a 
recruitment tool to attract new members; and for intimidation. “It is also of great concern 
that open calls for violence against individual anti-racism activists are placed on neo-Nazi 
websites to intimidate, exert pressure or stop social or political actions or activities 
directed against extremist groups,” says Ruteere. 
It is difficult to enforce laws and regulation to inappropriate or illegal content on the 
Internet because States have different laws to approach this type of content. Ruteere 
also considers that any measures taken by States to resolve this issue should not restrict 
the right to freedom of expression. “Any restrictions, control and censorship of the content 
disseminated via the Internet should be done on a clearly defined legal basis and in a 
manner that is necessary, proportionate and compatible with States’ obligations under 
international human rights law” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/RacismInternet.aspx \ 
 
Combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and 
the comprehensive implementation of the follow-up to the Durban Declaration and 
Programme of Action 
http://daccess-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/469/82/PDF/N1246982.pdf?OpenElement  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/RacismInternet.aspx%20/
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/469/82/PDF/N1246982.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/469/82/PDF/N1246982.pdf?OpenElement
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
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Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Other Relevant Information
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

