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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament: Motion for leave to bring in a Bill 

Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) 
Peter Bone: I beg to move, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Charities 
Act 2011 to treat all religious institutions as charities … 
The Charities Act 2006, which was consolidated into the Charities Act 2011, removed the 
presumption that religious institutions have charitable status. That has led to the 
unintended consequence of the state being able to interfere, through the Charity 
Commission, with religious institutions. … 
The 2011 Act clearly states in clause 3(1)(c) that the advancement of religion should be 
considered a charitable purpose. Surely, if the advancement of religion is considered to 
be a charitable purpose, the presumption to grant religious institutions charitable status is 
the logical action to be taken by the Charity Commission, but the current commissioners 
are determined the misinterpret the law. … 
The House divided: Ayes 166, Noes 7 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/12121
9-0002.htm#12121957000001  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
advice he is giving to UK companies who are doing or planning to do business with 
Israeli settlements. [134154] 

Michael Fallon: Our position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is: they are illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and 
make a two-state solution, with Jerusalem as a shared capital, harder to achieve. 
We consistently urge the Israeli authorities to cease all settlement building and to 
remove illegal outposts, as required under international law and in fulfilment of 
Israel's obligations under the Roadmap. 
International law does  not impose obligations on corporations, and for a company  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/121219-0002.htm#12121957000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/121219-0002.htm#12121957000001
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to operate in Israeli settlements is not, per se, contrary to UK law. So we do not 
provide advice or guidelines to UK companies who operate, or are considering 
operating, in Israeli settlements. However, if we are approached by these 
companies we make clear our position on settlements as above. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/text/121219w0
002.htm#1212201000019  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning that Government's plan to build a military 
academy on the site of the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem.[HL3944] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have raised this issue in the last month with senior officials in Israel's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in coordination with our French and German counterparts. We 
raised our concerns over the legality of building in East Jerusalem as well as the 
implications this could have on UK co-operation with the military academy. 
We have also raised our concerns with the Israeli National Security Council and 
Ministry of Defence and the Jerusalem Municipality over the past three months. 

Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will support 
any moves in the United Nations to require that Israel opens any nuclear facilities to 
United Nations inspection.[HL4063] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government regularly call on countries to place their 
nuclear facilities under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards, as 
the UN agency responsible for nuclear safeguards. IAEA safeguards include 
measures ranging from inspections, visits, monitoring and evaluation. On 4 
December the UK voted in favour of UN General Assembly Resolution 67/73 2012 
on "the risk of nuclear ��19 Dec 2012 : Column WA317��proliferation in the 
Middle East". The resolution called upon Israel to place all its unsafeguarded 
nuclear facilities under full-scope IAEA safeguards as a confidence-building 
measure and to enhance peace and security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#121
21958000431  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 5 December (WA 180), what response the European Union's Foreign 
Affairs Council received from the Government of Israel following the discussion about the 
living conditions of the population of Area C in the West Bank at the Council meeting of 
14 May.[HL4088] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): In the 
Foreign Affairs Council conclusions of 14 May 2012, the EU called upon Israel to 
meet its obligations regarding the living conditions of the Palestinian population in 
Area C, including by accelerated approval of Palestinian master plans, halting 
forced transfer of population and demolition of Palestinian housing and 
infrastructure, simplifying administrative procedures to obtain building permits, 
ensuring access to water and addressing humanitarian needs. 
EU ambassadors in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem continue to press these messages in 
ongoing discussions with the Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the 
Territories (COGAT). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#121
21958000432  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#12121958000432
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Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning reports of a recent air strike on the home of 
a policeman in Gaza.[HL3940] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government and Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
British Government are gravely concerned by the recent violence in Gaza and 
southern Israel and deeply regret the loss of civilian life. We consistently called on 
those involved to avoid any action which risked civilian casualties. We welcome 
the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. The specific air strike 
of 18 November during the recent Gaza conflict was raised by our ambassador 
with Israel's National Security Adviser, General Amidror. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made, 
or will make, to the Government of Israel about the detention by their naval forces, 
reported on 2 December, of 12 fishermen from Gaza and the destruction of their fishing 
boat; and whether they have received any information about the current location and 
condition of the men.[HL4074] 

Baroness Warsi: While the UK regularly makes representations at both 
ministerial and official level to the Government of Israel on the urgent need to 
ease restrictions on Gaza, we have not raised this specific incident with the Israeli 
authorities. 
According to information received from the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 
14 fishermen were arrested on 1 December, 13 have since been released and 1 
remains in custody. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are taking to secure 
implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1860 of 2009 regarding 
access to and from Gaza.[HL4076] 

Baroness Warsi: We remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement between the West Bank and East Jerusalem and to and from Gaza. 
Our officials in Israel continue to raise our concerns�on the issue of movement 
and access with the Israeli authorities. We are working closely with the quartet 
and EU partners to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will open dialogue with all 
parties, including Hamas, to develop and implement the 12 November 2005 Access and 
Movement Agreement concerning Gaza and the West Bank.[HL4077] 

Baroness Warsi: The ceasefire agreement reached on 22 November includes the 
commitment to deal with the issues of crossings and facilitating the movement of 
people and transfer of goods to and from Gaza. The UK welcomes this agreement 
and supports ongoing talks in Cairo to resolve these issues. The UK and the EU 
stand ready to consider requests for assistance to support implementation of the 
ceasefire, including on the issues of movement of goods and people and of arms 
trafficking. 
Our policy on Hamas is clear: Hamas must renounce violence, recognise Israel 
and accept previously signed agreements. Hamas must make credible movement 
towards these conditions, which remain the benchmark against which its 
intentions should be judged. We call on those in the region with influence over 
Hamas to encourage Hamas to take these steps. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their policy regarding the re-
opening for all purposes of existing and previous crossings into and out of the Gaza 
Strip. [HL4087] 

Baroness Warsi: The British Government worked intensively to urge all sides to 
co-operate with Egyptian-led efforts to reach a ceasefire and welcomed the 
agreement reached on 21 November to end the hostilities. 
We have put forward suggestions for discussion in the ongoing talks in Cairo, 
brokered  by  Egypt,   which   provide   an   important  opportunity  to  resolve  the  
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fundamental problems of Gaza, including achieving more open access to and from 
Gaza for people and goods, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. We have 
also suggested concrete steps that we urge Israel to take in the interim. These 
include, for example, further expanding the fishing limit; significantly reducing the 
no-go zone up to the border fence; allowing containerised imports to Gaza; and 
permitting goods from Gaza to access markets in Israel and the West Bank, as 
well as international markets. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#121
21958000424  

 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Drew Smith (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what communication it has had with the Israeli (a) Government or (b) Embassy following 
the recent visit to Edinburgh of the Israeli Ambassador to the UK and what meetings or 
contact have taken place or been arranged by the Minister for Enterprise, Energy and 
Tourism or his officials. (S4W-11703) 

Humza Yousaf: The First Minister held a courtesy meeting with Mr Daniel Taub, 
Israel’s Ambassador to the UK on 24 October. The Minister for Energy, Enterprise 
and Tourism, Fergus Ewing met with Noah Shani, the Israeli Embassy’s Minister 
for Trade and Economic Affairs in London on 13 November, before the recent 
escalation in violence. I also met with Mr Manuel Hassassian, the Palestinian 
Ambassador on 15 November to discuss the ongoing situation in the Middle East 
and how Scotland and Palestine can forge closer links. 
The Scottish Government currently has no contracts with Israel suppliers and we 
have no plans to visit Israel in the near future. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advan
ce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-11703&ResultsPerPage=10   

 
 

European Commission 

EU responds swiftly to new influx of Palestinian refugees to Lebanon 
The European Commission announced today the release of an additional € 2 million to 
provide emergency humanitarian assistance to Palestinian refugees arriving from Syria in 
Lebanon. … 
In recent days more than four thousand refugees of Palestinian origin have crossed into 
Lebanon seeking safety and shelter and many more are expected to join them. These 
new refugees are on top of more than 160,000 Syrians and Palestinians who have 
already crossed the border in the past months to escape the Syrian conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1443_en.htm?locale=en  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on the expansion of Israeli 
settlements 
The approval of an additional 2610 housing units in the settlement of Givat Hamatos is 
extremely troubling, coming in addition to announcements made at the end of �ovember 
and Monday’s approval of 1500 units in Ramat Shlomo. This plan for Givat Hamatos 
would cut the geographic continuity between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. I strongly 
oppose this unprecedented expansion of settlements around Jerusalem. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#12121958000424
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219w0001.htm#12121958000424
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-11703&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-11703&ResultsPerPage=10
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-1443_en.htm?locale=en
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The EU has never been clearer than it was on 10 December in voicing its strong 
opposition to settlement expansion. The EU particularly opposes the implementation of 
plans which seriously undermine the prospects of a negotiated resolution of the conflict 
by jeopardizing the possibility of a contiguous and viable Palestinian state and of 
Jerusalem as the future capital of two states. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/134515.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 

Peter Bone: I beg to move, That leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend the Charities 
Act 2011 to treat all religious institutions as charities … 
The Charities Act 2006, which was consolidated into the Charities Act 2011, removed the 
presumption that religious institutions have charitable status. That has led to the 
unintended consequence of the state being able to interfere, through the Charity 
Commission, with religious institutions. … 
The 2011 Act clearly states in clause 3(1)(c) that the advancement of religion should be 
considered a charitable purpose. Surely, if the advancement of religion is considered to 
be a charitable purpose, the presumption to grant religious institutions charitable status is 
the logical action to be taken by the Charity Commission, but the current commissioners 
are determined the misinterpret the law. … 
The House divided: Ayes 166, Noes 7 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/121219-
0002.htm#12121957000001  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Bill as sent from the Lords http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0115/2013115.pdf   
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/en/2013115en.pdf  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219-
gc0001.htm#12121959000489  
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/134515.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/121219-0002.htm#12121957000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/121219-0002.htm#12121957000001
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/2013115.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/2013115.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0115/en/2013115en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219-gc0001.htm#12121959000489
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121219-gc0001.htm#12121959000489
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
** Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121219/debtext/121219-
0002.htm#12121957000011  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  
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