
 1

 

13 December 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what recent 
meetings have been held of the higher education sub-group of the cross-government 
working group on anti-Semitism; which officials at each civil service grade attended each 
such meeting; what matters were discussed at each such meeting; what further meetings 
are planned; and if he will make a statement. [R] [131189] 

Mr Willetts: The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills' (BIS) Anti-
Semitism and Higher Education Group last met in November 2009. At this 
meeting a ministerial private secretary, the director for higher education policy and 
a policy official (higher executive officer) were present. 
The meeting included updates from members of the group on their wider work on 
equality and diversity, including tackling anti-Semitism, and on the guidance for 
students, ‘A Student's Guide to Anti-Semitism on Campus’, produced by the Union 
of Jewish Students and the Community Security Trust. 
The work of the group has resulted in agreement to a number of practical actions 
which have been taken forward by HE stakeholders and the Jewish community. 
For instance a project on examining religion and belief in higher education and the 
experiences of students and staff, further practical guidance on academic freedom 
and hate speech from Universities UK to the sector and guidance on external 
speakers from the National Union of Students tailored to the needs of students' 
unions. The NUS also continues to offer training to students' unions on tackling 
hate speech, funded by BIS. The Equality Challenge Unit is also developing 
additional practical guidance for institutions on promoting tolerance on campus 
and dealing with external speakers. 
In light of this activity and as significant work has been under way in the sector on 
tackling intolerance in HE the Government agreed with the Chair of the All Party 
Parliamentary Group Against Anti-Semitism that BIS would suspend the BIS Anti-
Semitism and HE Group unless and until significant new problems of anti-
Semitism presented themselves. BIS continues to be a committed member of the 
wider Cross-Government Working Group on Anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0
004.htm#12121274000019  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0004.htm#12121274000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0004.htm#12121274000019
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Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Learning and Justice 
Stewart Maxwell (West Scotland, Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S4W-07322 by Kenny MacAskill on 6 
June 2012 and to the publication of the report, Religiously Aggravated Offending in 
Scotland 2012, whether it will provide a breakdown of recorded religious hate crimes in 
2011-12 expressed as the number of incidents per 1,000 members of each religious 
affiliation. (S4W-11536) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The report ‘Religiously aggravated offending in 
Scotland 2011-12 was published on 23 November 2012 and presented information 
on the number of religious aggravation charges (from section 74 of the Criminal 
Justice (Scotland) Act 2003) that were reported to the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) by the police in 2011-12. 
The following table shows religious aggravation charges that were reported 
to COPFS in 2011-12 for conduct which was derogatory to each religion. The final 
column presents the number of charges per 1,000 members of each, as recorded 
in the 2001 census. It is important to note that reported charges only 
contain information about the nature of the offensive conduct and not about the 
religious affiliation of the victims of incidents. 
Table: Religious aggravation charges derogatory to religions in Scotland in 2011-
12 per 1,000 members. 
The religion that conduct was 
derogatory towards  [1],[2] 

Number of 
Charges [3] 

Number of 
Members [4] 

Charges per 
1,000 Members 

Christianity[5] 865 3,294,545 0.3 
of which:[6]       
Roman Catholicism 509 803,732 0.6 

  Protestantism 353 2,146,251 0.2 
Judaism 14 6,448 2.2 
Islam 19 42,557 0.4 
Unknown 2 N/A N/A 

[1] Information on religious aggravations is taken from Religiously Aggravated 
Offending in Scotland 2011-12, Scottish Government, available online at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/7685 
[2] The number of charges refers to the religion that the conduct was derogatory 
towards and not the number of charges where victims had the relevant affiliation. 
Information about victims’ religious affiliations are not recorded by the police. 
[3] There were 876 section 74 charges reported to COPFS in 2011-12 but some 
charges referred to conduct that was derogatory to more than one religious 
affiliation. 
[4] Religious group membership information data are taken from the 2001 census. 
Available online at: http://scotland.gov.uk/publications/2005/02/20757/53570 
[5] There are three charges included in the 865 total which referred to conduct 
which was offensive to Christianity in general and were not directed towards 
Protestantism or Roman Catholicism. 
[6] Religious group membership data is based on self-reported affiliation in the 
2001 census. Christian denominations are presented in the census under three 
categories: ‘Roman Catholic’, ‘Church of Scotland’ and ‘other Christian.’ For the 
purpose of this table only ‘Church of Scotland’ membership has been attributed as 
‘Protestant’ because ‘other Christian’ may include a mixture of Protestand and 
non-Protestant denominations. As a consequence this may lead to an under-
reporting of the ‘charges per 1,000 members’ in the Protestant category. 
The Scottish Government has been investing to tackle religious intolerance across  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/11/7685
http://scotland.gov.uk/publications/2005/02/20757/53570
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Scotland, funding the national Scottish Interfaith Council to promote inter faith 
dialogue and specific communities, such as the Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities, to address the specific needs of these communities. Over 2012-15, 
the Scottish Government will continue such investment, committing over £5 million 
from the Equality Fund to organisations tackling racism and religious intolerance 
and £9 million to tackle sectarianism in our communities. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advan
ce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-11536&ResultsPerPage=10   

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Charities: Israel 
Richard Burden: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether charities providing 
financial support for Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories can be 
registered with HM Revenue and Customs for tax purposes. [133092] 

Sajid Javid: Where an organisation is recognised as a charity by the Charity 
Commission and by HM Revenue and Customs it is entitled to UK tax relief on its 
income, subject to that income being applied for wholly charitable purposes only. 
Applying income for wholly charitable purposes can include making a payment to 
a body outside the UK, but for tax relief to remain intact HM Revenue and 
Customs must be satisfied that the charity has taken reasonable steps to. ensure 
that payment will be applied for charitable purposes only. 
The Charities Act 2011 lists charitable purposes, which are followed for UK tax 
purposes. It follows that if payments are made to organisations in Israel and those 
payments are applied for wholly charitable purposes, the charity remains entitled 
to tax relief. 
If a charity applies its income for non-charitable purposes, tax relief is denied, and 
where it has already been given it is recovered. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0
002.htm#12121272000081  
 

Israel 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether his Department is party to any agreements concerning representatives of the 
Israeli government and international airlines. [133205] 

Alistair Burt: No, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office is not party to any 
agreements concerning representatives of the Israeli Government and 
international airlines. 
There is an Agreement in place between the European Community and the State 
of Israel on certain aspects of air services which came into force on 4 November 
2009. A further "Open Skies" agreement was signed by the EU and Israel in July 
2012 but has yet to be ratified. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0
002.htm#12121272000126  
 

Egypt 
Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions (a) he and (b) his Ministerial colleagues had with Egyptian 
officials in advance of Egypt successfully brokering a ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas. [133057] 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-11536&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-11536&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0002.htm#12121272000081
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0002.htm#12121272000081
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0002.htm#12121272000126
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0002.htm#12121272000126
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Mr Hague: The UK worked intensively to support the Egyptians in their facilitation 
of negotiations. This included conversations between the Prime Minister and 
President Mursi and also between myself and my counterpart, the Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Mohammed Kamel Amr. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0
002.htm#12121272000120  
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the targeting of media facilities and 
individual journalists during operation "Pillar of Cloud".[HL3941] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
Throughout the recent Gaza conflict, we emphasised to the Israeli Government 
the importance of abiding by international humanitarian law and minimising civilian 
casualties. We did not specifically make representations on the subject 
mentioned. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they intend to impose 
sanctions against Israel in order to discourage plans for new settlement building to link 
Ma'ale Adumim to East Jerusalem.[HL3943] 

Baroness Warsi: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Mr Burt), formally summoned Israel's ambassador to the UK on 3 
December to underline our deep concern at Israel's decision to build 3,000 new 
housing units in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, to unfreeze planning in the 
area known as El-which includes the area between Ma'ale Adumim and East 
Jerusalem-and to withhold tax revenues from the Palestinian Authority. We have 
called on Israel to reverse these decisions. 
Any decision about any other measure the UK might take will depend on the 
outcome of our discussions with the Israeli government and with international 
partners. However we do not believe that imposing sanctions on Israel would 
advance our goal of securing a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#121
21266000401  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of delaying a vote on Palestinian United Nations observer status on the 
achievement of a sovereign and viable Palestinian state.[HL3579] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): I refer 
the noble Baroness to my Statement of Monday 3 December during the short 
debate on Palestine (Official Report, col. 510). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#121
21266000408  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-
0002.htm#12120333000494  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government who is responsible for monitoring 
the ceasefire in Gaza to ensure farmers have access to their land and fishermen to fish 
within the six-mile limit without harassment. [HL3942] 

The  Senior  Minister  of  State,   Department   for   Communities   and   Local  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0002.htm#12121272000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121212/text/121212w0002.htm#12121272000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#12121266000401
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#12121266000401
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#12121266000408
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#12121266000408
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0002.htm#12120333000494
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121203-0002.htm#12120333000494
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Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Under 
the Gaza ceasefire agreement of 21 November, Egypt as sponsor is responsible 
for following up on the parties' adherence to their commitments. 
We welcome Israel's decision to increase the fishing limits to six miles for Gazans 
following the recent ceasefire agreement but would like to see this expanded 
further. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#121
21266000394  

 
 

European Parliament 

Plans to expand settlements on West Bank threaten two-state solution, MEPs warn 
Israel's plans to build 3 000 new settlement units in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 
would make a two-state solution impossible, MEPs warn in a resolution passed on 
Thursday. They insist that direct peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians must 
resume and urge all parties to refrain from any action that could hinder peace efforts. … 
MEPs also say Israel must immediately release the USD 100 million in Palestinian tax 
revenues withheld, according to the Israeli finance minister, in order to pay Palestinian 
debts to the Israeli Electric Corporation. … Parliament condemns the statements by 
Hamas' political leader Khaled Meshal rejecting the recognition of the State of Israel, 
calls on Hamas to recognise Israel's right to exist and calls again for Palestinian 
reconciliation.  � 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20121207IPR04412/html/Pla
ns-to-expand-settlements-on-West-Bank-threaten-two-state-solution-MEPs-warn  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212-
0001.htm#12121243000421  
 

Bill as amended on Report 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0070/hl13070.pdf  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#12121266000394
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212w0001.htm#12121266000394
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20121207IPR04412/html/Plans-to-expand-settlements-on-West-Bank-threaten-two-state-solution-MEPs-warn
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20121207IPR04412/html/Plans-to-expand-settlements-on-West-Bank-threaten-two-state-solution-MEPs-warn
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212-0001.htm#12121243000421
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121212-0001.htm#12121243000421
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0070/hl13070.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
 
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Human Transplantation (Wales) Bill (closing date 18 January 2012) 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-fourth-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=241367&ds=12/2012  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf  

TOP 
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