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Home Affairs 

Department of Communities and Local Government 

Winners announced for faith-based photography competition 
This annual competition uses photographs to celebrate how faith is present in 
communities throughout the country. … Each faith in turn has hosted a day, or days, of 
volunteering throughout the year and those taking part were encouraged to send in 
photos that captured the inter-faith volunteering projects they had been involved in. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/winners-announced-for-faith-based-photography-
competition  
 

 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Evaluation of the Implementation of the Equality Act 2010 

Report 1 - Organisational Approaches to Equality 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Eval_of_Equality_Act_Report1.PDF  

Report 2 - Awareness and Impact of the Equality Act 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Eval_of_Equality_Act_Report2.PDF  

Report 3 - Disputes and Challenges 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Eval_of_Equality_Act_Report3.PDF  

Technical Report 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Equality_Act_Eval_Tech_Report.pdf  

 
 

Leveson Inquiry 

An inquiry into the culture, practices and ethics of the press: executive summary 
and recommendations [Leveson report] 

Volume 1    
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780.pdf  

Volume 2 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780_ii.pdf  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/winners-announced-for-faith-based-photography-competition
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/winners-announced-for-faith-based-photography-competition
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Eval_of_Equality_Act_Report1.PDF
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Eval_of_Equality_Act_Report2.PDF
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Eval_of_Equality_Act_Report3.PDF
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Equality_Act_Eval_Tech_Report.pdf
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780.pdf
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780_ii.pdf
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Volume 3 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780_iii.pdf  

Volume 4 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780_iv.pdf  

Executive summary 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0779/0779.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 
Ministerial Statement, House of Commons 

Palestinian Resolution (United Nations) 
William Hague (Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs) made a 
statement on Palestinian Resolution (United Nations) (as included in yesterday’s 
PAB) 

 

col 230  Douglas Alexander: … Does [the Foreign Secretary] really believe that threats 
issued by a Republican-controlled Congress to punish the Palestinians for taking this 
diplomatic step are a reasonable basis on which to determine British policy? Does he 
really believe that Israel’s threat to withhold tax and customs revenues that it collects on 
behalf of the Palestinians, which legally belong to the Palestinians, are a reasonable 
basis on which to determine British policy on this vote? When will the Foreign Secretary 
understand that statehood for the Palestinians is not a gift to be given, but a right to be 
acknowledged? … 

 

col 233  Jack Straw: … this complex conditionality of which he speaks is too clever by 
half and … will most achieve is to undermine Britain’s influence, both with the Israelis 
and in the Arab world, and at the same, and more crucially, to undermine the position of 
the man he has praised, President Abbas … What has happened in the past three weeks 
is that Hamas has seen its power and influence enhanced and that the message has 
gone out, not least from Israel, “If you send enough rockets over the border, you can get 
to negotiations”, while one condition after another is imposed on the peace-seeking 
Palestinians. … 

 

Richard Burden: Does the Foreign Secretary think it would be reasonable for this 
country or the international community to make Israel’s continued full membership of the 
United Nations dependent on meeting conditions laid down by him or by the international 
community? If he thinks that would be unreasonable, as I do, why does he apply different 
standards to the Palestinians? … 

 

col 234  Louise Ellman: For two years, the Palestinians have refused to go back to the 
negotiating table. What will convince the Foreign Secretary that enhanced status for the 
Palestinians at the UN will encourage them to go back to the negotiations in which they 
have refused to take part for the past two years? … 

 

col 235  Gerald Kaufman: So the right hon. Gentleman offers President Abbas all 
support short of actual support. May I warn him, just as I warned Yitzhak Rabin when he 
was Prime Minister of Israel? I said to him personally in conversation that if he failed to 
give validity to Fatah, all that would be left would be Hamas. Mr Rabin shook hands with 
Arafat on the White House lawn; the right hon. Gentleman sits on his hands. … 

 

col 240  Robert Halfon: … Inevitably, Hamas will see tomorrow’s vote as a victory for its 
missile attacks on Israel. The Palestinian Authority say that recognition will help bolster 
the moderate Palestinians. If the Palestinian state is voted for and Hamas is 
strengthened and resumes its missile attacks on Israel, what actions will the Government 
take? … 
 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780_iii.pdf
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0780/0780_iv.pdf
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/hc1213/hc07/0779/0779.pdf
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col 241  Jim Fitzpatrick: The Foreign Secretary said that he was worried about a 
backlash from Israel and others. Given the blockades, the illegal settlements, the wall, 
the destruction of Palestinian farms, the arrests, the imprisonment, the decades of 
ignoring UN resolutions, the refugee camps, the abject poverty and the rest, how much 
worse does he think that it can get for the Palestinians? … 

 

col 246  Jim Shannon: … When the latest peace agreement was reached, Palestinian 
authorities stood by and allowed seven Palestinians to be killed after allegations were 
made that they had given information to Israel. One of them was under close arrest in a 
prison in Palestine at the time and so could have given no information whatsoever. Does 
the Foreign Secretary agree that it is obvious that Palestine has not moved away from 
Hamas terrorism and brutality and that he must stand firm and not agree to the enhanced 
recognition for Palestine at this time for those very reasons? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/12112
8-0001.htm#12112880000004  
  

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q12. [130310] Jeremy Corbyn: Will the Prime Minister, like me, welcome the ceasefire 
in Gaza last week and regret all those who died as a result of the conflict, but also 
recognise that, fundamentally, the future of the middle east lies with peace and justice for 
the Palestinian people, be they in Gaza, the west bank or refugee camps? We have to 
recognise the Palestinian people, so tomorrow, will the British Government accordingly 
cast our vote at the United Nations in favour of Palestinian recognition without any 
preconditions—such as suggesting they should not have access to the International 
Criminal Court—as an independent, recognised nation? 

The Prime Minister: I certainly join the hon. Gentleman in welcoming the fact that 
there is a ceasefire and that that conflict has ceased. I do not go all the way with 
him on the rest of his question, but my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary will 
be making a statement about this from the Dispatch Box in a few moments. I do 
not want to steal his thunder, but I think it is important that we use our vote to try 
to say to both sides in this conflict: “We need talks without preconditions.” In the 
end, as I said on Monday, the only way we are going to see a peace process that 
works is when Israelis and Palestinians come to the table and talk through the 
final status issues, including Jerusalem, including refugees and including 
borders—when they do it themselves. We can wish for all we want at the United 
Nations; in the end, you have got to have direct talks between the direct parties to 
get the two-state solution we want. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/12112
8-0001.htm#12112880000011  
 

Export Controls: Israel 
Sir John Stanley: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
which UK strategic export control licences to Israel direct, and as the end use country, 
are currently extant; and what the nature, value and quantity is of the licensed goods and 
services under each extant licence. [129596] 

Michael Fallon: A copy of the information sought by my right hon. Friend will be 
placed in the Libraries of the House. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0
002.htm#12112887000007  
 

The information referred to above is not yet available online. 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/121128-0001.htm#12112880000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/121128-0001.htm#12112880000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/121128-0001.htm#12112880000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/debtext/121128-0001.htm#12112880000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0002.htm#12112887000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0002.htm#12112887000007
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Arms Trade: Israel 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills if 
he will estimate the number of companies in the UK that manufacture weapons or 
components of weapons that are sold to the Israeli government. [130507] 

Michael Fallon: The Government does not hold information on the number of 
companies in the UK that manufacture weapons or components of weapons that 
are sold to the Israeli Government. The best estimate we have is the number of 
companies granted licences to export such items for the ultimate end-use of the 
Israeli Government. In the last five years 11 companies have been granted export 
licences for weapons or components of weapons, including ammunition, specified 
in entries ML1, ML2, ML3 and ML4 of the UK Military List. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0
002.htm#12112887000006  
 

Middle East 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assistance he has (a) given and (b) plans to give to the government of Israel to help fight 
terrorism; what recent meetings he has had with the government of Israel on fighting 
terrorism; and if he will make a statement. [R] [129832] 

Alistair Burt: We have a regular dialogue with Israel on the issue of terrorism. 
This issue was recently discussed at the Israel-UK Strategic Dialogue on 1 
November. 
We have also discussed this issue with Israel in the context of the recent violence 
in Gaza and southern Israel. We have been clear that we condemn indiscriminate 
rocket fire into southern Israel, as we do all acts of terrorism. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), issued a statement on 21 
November expressing UK concern at reports of a bomb attack on a bus in Tel 
Aviv, which seriously injured a number of people. The Foreign Secretary made 
clear that terrorists must not be allowed to set the agenda. 

Mr Watts: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he is taking to promote compliance with international law in the Israeli/Palestinian 
conflict. [129890] 

Alistair Burt: We urge all parties to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to respect their 
obligations under international humanitarian law. 
It is important that Israel fulfils its obligations under international law. We have 
consistently condemned Israel's announcements to accelerate settlement building 
in Israel to reverse these. 
We have also repeatedly made clear to the Israelis our serious concern at the 
40% increase last year, as recorded by the UN, in demolitions of Palestinian 
properties in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. Our ambassador in Tel Aviv 
raised this issue with the Israeli Co-ordinator of Government Activities in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories on 9 October. We view such demolitions and 
evictions as causing unnecessary suffering to ordinary Palestinians; as harmful to 
the peace process; and, in all but the most limited circumstances, as contrary to 
international humanitarian law. 
More generally, we continue to have serious concerns about the human rights 
situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories which we raise 
regularly with the Israeli authorities. More details can be found at: 
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-
concern/israel-and-the-opts/  

Mr Watts: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart about further annexations in the 
west bank. [130331] 

Alistair Burt:  We  regularly raise our  concerns  over  settlements  with  the Israel  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0002.htm#12112887000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0002.htm#12112887000006
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
http://fcohrdreport.readandcomment.com/human-rights-n-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/
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Government, including at the highest levels, most recently with the Prime 
Minister's office on 24 October and in the course of the UK's strategic dialogue 
with Israel in London on 1 November. 

Angus Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the Israel-Gaza conflict and the ceasefire. 
[130431] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government is gravely concerned by the recent violence 
in Gaza and southern Israel and deeply regrets the loss of civilian life. We 
consistently called on those involved to avoid any action which risked civilian 
casualties. 
We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end hostilities. We have 
urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and paid tribute to President Mursi 
and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the leadership they 
have shown, as well as to Secretary of State Clinton and UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon for the role they have played. 
This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting peace. The priority now must 
be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the conflict, 
including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of life 
over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a 
two state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will work 
urgently with the United States, the EU, our other international partners and with 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to restart the peace 
process before the window for a two state solution closes. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether his Department has received reports of the use of drones by the Israeli 
armed forces; and whether he has made an assessment of their accuracy and effect on 
the civilian population. [130508] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of reports of the use of drones by the Israeli 
authorities but have not made an assessment of their use. We have consistently 
urged Israel to meet its obligations under international humanitarian law. 

Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether he has considered imposing trade sanctions with Israel following the 
recent conflict. [130509] 

Alistair Burt: We welcome the agreement reached on 21 November to end 
hostilities. We have urged all sides to uphold their commitments, and paid tribute 
to President Mursi and the Egyptian Government for their intensive efforts and the 
leadership they have shown, as well as to Secretary of State Clinton and UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for the role they have played. 
This ceasefire is an important step towards a lasting peace. The priority now must 
be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the conflict, 
including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. Above all, the loss of life 
over the past week has shown the urgent need for a return to negotiations on a 
two state solution to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK will work 
urgently with the United States, the European Union, our other international 
partners and with Israel and the Palestinian Authority, calling for a new initiative to 
restart the peace process before the window for a two state solution closes. 
The British Government have made its position on boycotts and sanctions clear. 
We do not believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or supporting anti-Israeli 
boycotts would be productive. However, we will continue to make our views on the 
full range of issues absolutely clear to Israel. This included stressing the need to 
de-escalate following recent events in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0
001.htm#12112886000079  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0001.htm#12112886000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121128/text/121128w0001.htm#12112886000079
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Israel and Palestine: Balfour Declaration 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they marked the 95th 
anniversary of the Balfour Declaration; and what is their current assessment of the 
welfare of Israelis and Palestinians. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, I should perhaps explain that the noble 
Baroness, Lady Warsi, was taken unwell this morning and I am therefore standing 
in her stead at short notice. The British Government have not organised any 
events to mark the 95th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. However, the 
Attorney-General and the British ambassador in Tel Aviv attended a dinner event 
on 12 November in Tel Aviv, organised by the Israel, British and the 
Commonwealth Association. We were deeply concerned about the welfare of both 
the Israelis and the Palestinians during the recent Gaza conflict. That violence 
only reinforces the need for urgent progress towards achieving a two-state 
solution to secure the long-term welfare and security of both Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that Answer. Is he aware that the 
Palestinians feel totally betrayed by successive British Governments since the Balfour 
Declaration? By making our Government's support for tomorrow's United Nations bid 
conditional on Palestine not pursuing Israel through the International Criminal Court, are 
the Government not admitting that Israel has committed war crimes in Gaza and the 
West Bank and that they are seeking impunity for that country? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, the Government are concerned, as far as is 
possible in an extremely difficult situation, to restart the process towards 
negotiations on a two-state solution. We recognise that this is becoming 
increasingly difficult; the Foreign Secretary said in his Statement in the other place 
only a couple of hours ago that time is running out and if we do not manage to 
achieve a two-state solution within the next year or two, we may find ourselves 
looking at some very unpalatable alternatives. That is what the Government are 
fixed on. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, it is easy for supporters of Israel or the Palestinians to 
criticise the other side, so I will not trade missiles with the noble Baroness, Lady Tonge. 
Does not the noble Lord agree, however, that the important objective now is to look 
forward and bring the two sides to the negotiating table, and that efforts by the 
Palestinian Authority to gain recognition at the UN are more of a distraction than a help? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, it is very important to give some support to 
the Palestinian Authority. If Israeli illegal settlements continue to expand, the 
position of the Palestinian Authority will become impossible. Therefore, although 
we have done our best as a Government to dissuade the Palestinian Authority 
from taking this resolution to the UN General Assembly at this point, we 
understand why it feels it necessary to do so. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, does the Minister agree that the anniversary of 
the Balfour Declaration makes this an appropriate moment to recall the understanding in 
Mr Balfour's letter to Lord Rothschild that, "nothing shall be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine"- 
a tragic contrast to the continuing breach of Palestinian human rights caused by illegal 
settlements on the West Bank and by ethnic cleansing in east Jerusalem? Does the 
Minister also accept that, given the almost unanimous consensus to which he has 
himself referred, a two-state solution is the only way to resolve this long-running dispute 
in the interests of both Israel and Palestine? It is entirely logical and right that we should 
not only give unconditional support to the very modest Palestinian hopes for enhanced 
membership of the United Nations but encourage our friends and partners to do likewise. 
Finally, I understand that the Foreign Secretary made a Statement in the House of 
Commons this morning on this subject. I express some regret that it was not thought 
appropriate to repeat it here this afternoon. 

Lord  Wallace  of  Saltaire:  My  Lords,  I reread  the  Balfour Declaration before I  
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came in and it is a masterpiece of diplomatic drafting. It is not entirely clear and 
has a number of deliberate ambiguities within it. Her Majesty's Government are 
very concerned to bring pressure to bear on all those who have a stake in the 
negotiations, including the Governments of Israel and the United States, to exert 
all their efforts now to restart the negotiations. I stress again that time is not 
entirely with us. We wish to avoid a situation in which opinion in the US Congress, 
or perhaps right-wing opinion in Israel in an election campaign, might lead to a 
demand for retaliation for recognition of Palestinian statehood. We are therefore 
doing our best to promote the two sides being brought together rather than have 
them score points against each other. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: My Lords, does the Minister not recognise that, in the 
interests of peace in the Middle East, Palestinians need to be supported in finding 
legitimate, non-violent alternatives to the rockets that have been raining in from Hamas 
on southern Israel? Does he not see that tomorrow's seeking of some formal recognition 
falls into that category? Does he not recognise that, if we are not to see Palestinians sign 
up to a cause to die for, we have to give them hope to live for?  

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, we entirely understand that. We have been 
in active discussion with the Palestinian Authority and with other Governments 
over the past week about the exact text of the resolution and we are continuing 
those discussions. If we gain from the Palestinians the assurances that we are 
looking for, we will be able to vote in favour of the resolution. 

Lord Triesman: My Lords, the argument for a two-state solution is one with which we are 
in entire agreement and continue to be so. We have also urged, and continue to urge, 
both sides to behave with legality, because that is a precondition for any kind of stability 
in the region. However, does the Minister agree that, in order to change what is going on 
and achieve an enhanced status for the Palestinian people, support at this time would be 
a very valuable step? Does he also agree that it is extremely unlikely that it would set 
back any part of the peace process-an argument that has been advanced in this House 
and which, candidly, few of us understand? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, we are providing very active support. My 
honourable friend Alistair Burt was in Gaza and the Middle East last week and we 
are providing a great deal of financial support both in Gaza and in the West Bank. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: Given that the vote at the United Nations is merely 
symbolic and observer status, exactly like that of the Holy See-the Vatican-should not 
threaten anyone, will Her Majesty's Government have conversations with the Americans 
to remind them of their obligations under the Oslo accords? One of three preconditions 
from Oslo was that the Americans had to engage positively and proactively in bringing 
out a two-stage solution. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, my noble friend knows the complexities of 
American politics as well as I do, and knows that the United States is in a very 
different position in terms of congressional politics from us in either of the two 
Houses here. We have actively to engage with the United States to get it to turn 
back and towards negotiating a peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121128-
0001.htm#12112882001460  
 

Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made to 
the Government of Israel about the avoidance of hostilities in the Golan Heights.[HL3366] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Whilst 
acknowledging Israel's legitimate right to self defence, our embassy in Israel has 
urged Israeli officials in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Security Council 
and Ministry of Defence to show restraint and to avoid hostilities, most recently on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121128-0001.htm#12112882001460
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121128-0001.htm#12112882001460
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9 November. Our embassy officials have also discussed this issue with the UN 
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Golan. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121128w0001.htm#121
12885000289  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Jeremy Corbyn (786) Rights of the Child – That this House notes that the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child applies to all children whatever their race or 
religion and that children have a right to a life that is free from violence, abuse and 
neglect; acknowledges that settler violence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
military incursions, checkpoints, demolitions, forced displacements, deepening poverty 
and the routine arrest and detention of minors or their family members are making 
Palestinian children increasingly vulnerable; further notes that they are denied their rights 
to freedom of movement and an adequate standard of living and health, their horizons 
are extremely limited especially in Gaza where a new generation is growing up without 
ever having been beyond the borders of the blockade; calls on the Government to insist 
that the Israeli government prioritise the well-being of Gaza's children by lifting the 
blockade to enable free movement in and out of Gaza, including to the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem; and further notes Israel's obligation under international law as the 
occupying power that it must ensure the rights of Palestinian children are upheld since 
urgent action is required to safeguard their health and well-being, now and for future 
generations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/786  
 
Katy Clark (788) UK-Israel Military Relations – That this House is dismayed at the 
recent hostilities in Palestine and Israel; notes that the then Foreign Secretary confirmed 
that Israeli equipment used in the 2008-09 conflict in Gaza almost certainly contained 
UK-supplied components (21 April 2009, Official Report, column 8WS); is concerned that 
this is likely to be the case with Israeli equipment used in November 2012; believes the 
Government should conduct a thorough assessment of the possible use of UK-supplied 
equipment by the Israeli Defence Force during the recent conflict in Gaza; and calls on 
the Government to fundamentally re-examine all military relations between the UK and 
Israel, including imports from Israeli defence contractors and co-operation through the EU 
Security Research Programme, until such time that the long-term safety of Palestinian 
civilians is secured. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/788  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-05032 Sandra White: UN Recognition of Palestine—That the Parliament 
supports unconditionally the Palestinian bid to the United Nations on 29 November 2012 
to become a non-member observer state based on pre-1967 frontiers; criticises the 
stance of the UK, which, it considers, while giving tacit support to the bid, wishes to 
attach a number of conditions on it, such as seeking assurances that Palestine will not 
apply to join the international criminal court or the international court of justice; believes 
that denying access to the international courts is both ethically and morally indefensible 
as access to these courts is a fundamental right for any state in order to ensure 
protection for its citizens against possible crimes against humanity; understands that 
these conditions are in response to serious concerns by Israel regarding any 
investigation into its assault on Gaza four years ago during Operation Cast Lead, which 
was widely  condemned as a  war crime  due to the targeting of civilians, the use of white  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121128w0001.htm#12112885000289
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121128w0001.htm#12112885000289
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/786
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2012-13/788
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phosphorus, a weapon with a highly incendiary effect, which, when it lands on skin, burns 
deeply through muscle and into the bone, in densely populated civilian residential areas 
of Gaza City and the disproportionate use of force, and believes that, if such crimes have 
been committed, they should be fully investigated regardless of the perpetrators. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05032&ResultsPerPage=10   

 
 

European Union 

Declaration by the High Representative on behalf of the European Union on the 
Middle East Peace Process 
… The EU has repeatedly expressed its support and wish for Palestine to become a full 
member of the United Nations as part of a solution to the conflict. The EU has also 
consistently worked to advance the Palestinian Authority's state-building efforts under 
Prime Minister Fayyad. It will continue to do so. Recalling the Berlin Declaration of March 
1999, the EU reiterates its readiness to recognize a Palestinian State when appropriate. 
… The European Union recalls its well-known positions on intra-Palestinian reconciliation 
behind President Abbas, settlements and Israel’s security. The European Union calls on 
all parties to pursue actions conducive to an environment of confidence necessary to 
ensure meaningful negotiations … 
to read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/133902.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05032&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-05032&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/133902.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
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Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

