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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Religion in the United Kingdom 
includes: 
col 2024  Lord Singh of Wimbledon: … Religion today has a bad press and has been 
pushed into the margins of society. Even there, key beliefs such as the importance of 
marriage are attacked by those intolerant of the rights and beliefs of others. To me, as a 
Sikh, this pressure to keep religion out of public life is like saying, "Keep ethical 
considerations out of politics". This is bad in itself but �what is worse is to see some 
within our different religions reacting to this pressure by withdrawing from involvement in 
daily life to contemplate the hereafter. …  
Today, we have both the challenge and opportunity of different faiths living side by side 
and must now move beyond superficial niceness to actively promoting common values 
that benefit society. … 
… the Government has made tentative attempts to engage with faiths through various 
government-chaired committees. Unfortunately, the nature of this engagement is often 
reflected in the name of initiatives, such as Prevent, geared to preventing religions 
making nuisances of themselves. Instead of Prevent, we need a greater enabling focus 
that helps religions to work more fully at all levels with secular society. … 
 

col 2067  Baroness Eaton: … Faith communities have many resources: buildings, 
volunteers, local embeddedness and trust. They develop local leaders and share the 
values of hope, faith, love, forgiveness and peace, which our society so desperately 
needs. …  
 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: … Mitzvah Day is devised from the fundamental Jewish 
teaching of tikkum olam which means literally in Hebrew, "to repair and to heal the world". 
On this day, my Jewish community joins with communities of all faiths, working together 
to promote happiness, duty and the importance of communities supporting our own 
society. We can do this through planting trees, collecting food for the homeless, or 
speaking to individuals who do not have family nearby. These are essential duties that 
are built in religions and in society. …  
We speak of the importance of one nation-Britain as a community. The role of religion is 
important and evident in this Motion. Through communities and understanding we are all 
united. The contribution made by religious communities to our society is outstanding and 
we should recognise and praise their input into our country. … 
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col 2028  Baroness Brinton: … research … by the University of Cambridge … 
discovered that volunteer time in our faith communities was valued at a minimum of £30 
million a year. Work is varied and its scope impressive-working with homeless people, 
support for those who abuse drugs and alcohol, and anti-racist projects as well as the 
more traditional social cafes and outreach groups from church, synagogue and gurdwara. 
… The Faith in the East of England report says: "Secular bodies find it hard to understand 
that people of faith must be true to their faith, and not confuse this with a fear of religious 
people trying to convert others". 
It is on the basis of public benefit that the Charities Commission grants 99% charitable 
status to religious applicants. … Nearly 20% of all charities on the register are for the 
advancement of religion, with many hundreds of new Christian charities being registered 
each year. The commission is working with many faith groups to make applications easier 
and faith groups were a key part of the consultation in 2006 before the new guidance 
came into place. … 
 

col 2029  The Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells: … since 9/11 a view has developed that 
religions are most authentic when they are most angry and irrational. All of us who claim 
a religious foundation to our lives need to acknowledge the reality of toxic behaviour, but 
good religion seeks the welfare of others and is a force for good in society. … to see the 
contribution of religion in British society today, look at your local church, synagogue, 
mosque or gurdwara-not at the Taliban or the Tea Party. Religion is both shaped by 
society and helps in the shaping of society. …  
 

col 2030  Lord Bilimoria: … Religious communities practise the big society and have 
been doing so for generations. It is not just about religious communities looking after their 
own, either; it is about putting back into the wider community …  sadly, religion is 
declining in this country. Some surveys show that 50% of people in this country say that 
they have no religious affiliation, while one survey said that 65% of youngsters between 
18 and 24 had none …  
We talk about tolerance of faiths and communities. I hate the word "tolerance"-we should 
be celebrating each other's religions and faiths. The most important thing is that no 
relationship can exist without mutual trust and respect. … 
 

col 2035  Lord Patten: … in relation to religion's role in the UK, the Government should 
ensure three things. First, they should ensure that sincerely and often long-held religious 
beliefs, when they do not happen to fit in with the political social policy priorities or 
fashions of the day, are not marginalised or, at worst, sneered on by those in power as 
being backward or out of touch with progress-that much abused word-but, rather, treated 
with reasonable respect. Secondly, the Government should reflect the concern of our 
indigenous faith groups for those persecuted abroad … Thirdly, the Government should 
bend over backwards on the home front to protect the freedoms of religious groups in the 
United Kingdom, however small or strange they might appear to our governing class. …  
 

col 2037  Baroness Neuberger: … It is not only about what religion can bring but about 
how people are and what they believe. It is about the fundamentals of what makes human 
beings tick. It is about the need to give as well as receive-the volunteering and gift 
relationship ideas so rooted in faith. Governments have not been very good at 
recognising the role that religion can play in wider society. So will the Minister say 
whether the Government will now consider drawing in people of faith to debates about 
education for everyone, volunteering for everyone and the need to learn to give and 
receive? …  
 

col 2041  Lord Sacks: … Religion is often misunderstood in secular times. It is seen as a 
strange set of beliefs and idiosyncratic rituals, both of which we could lose without loss. A 
better way of understanding religion, even from the outside, is as a sustained education in 
a life lived beyond the self. Many-perhaps all-of the world's great religions teach their 
adherents the importance of making sacrifices for the sake of others, through charity, 
hospitality, visiting the sick, helping the needy, giving comfort to those in crisis and 
bringing  moments of  moral  beauty into what might  otherwise be  harsh and lonely lives.  
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Religion is the redemption of our solitude. 
Long before these functions were taken over by the state, religious groups, here and 
elsewhere, were building schools and hospitals and networks of support. According to the 
extensive research carried out by Harvard sociologist Robert Putnam, regular 
worshippers today, in America and Britain, are more likely than others to give to charity-
regardless of whether the charity is religious or secular-do voluntary work, give money to 
a homeless person, donate blood, help a neighbour with the housework, spend time with 
someone who is feeling depressed or help someone find a job. They are more active 
citizens and significantly more likely to belong to community organisations and 
neighbourhood groups. They get involved, turn up and lead. 
Not for a moment do I say that to be good you need to be religious. However, religiosity 
as measured by attendance at a house of worship turns out to be a better predictor of 
altruism and empathy than education, age, income, gender or race. If this is so, the social 
implications are immense. … 
 

col 2042  Baroness Uddin: … One survey found that the UK is respected and regarded 
highly by Muslim communities: 87% of Muslims feel a sense of belonging; 83% of 
Muslims feel proud to be British citizens; and 77% of Muslims strongly identify with 
Britain, while only 50% of the wider public do so. …  
While optimistic campaigns highlight the positive contributions Muslims make towards 
society as inspired by their religion, it is important to underline the devastating impact that 
misunderstanding religions has caused. 
This lack of understanding on the part of wider society, whether in the media or in general 
public life, has contributed to harmful ideas about, and attitudes towards, Muslims. There 
has been a disturbing increase in Islamophobia and Islamophobic incidents. A study of 
newspaper articles about Muslims by academics at Lancaster University found that a 
majority of the articles referred to Muslims within the context of extremism and/or 
terrorism, and noted that: "Overall the project highlighted a serious journalistic problem-
Muslims who just get on with their lives aren't seen as newsworthy". … 
 

col 2044  Lord Griffiths: … there are two tests for good religion … First is the offering of 
a safe space for its adepts and adherents. There has to be somewhere where the 
vulnerable and minorities of every kind can feel safe. There has to be somewhere they 
can go to where they can fraternise, mix with people and know that they are not at the 
mercy of circumstance. The second is the refusal of good religion simply to serve the 
internal needs of its own religious group. …  
 

col 2046  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … This 
Government believe that religion plays a vital role in British society. Not only do we 
support people in their right to follow a faith if they choose to do so; we also celebrate 
faith and faith communities' contribution to society. … Faith communities make a vital 
contribution to national life and have done for centuries: guiding the moral outlook of 
many, inspiring great numbers of people to community service, providing help to those in 
need. Across the country, people from different faiths work hard in countless churches, 
mosques, temples, gurdwaras and synagogues, and in charities and community groups, 
to address problems in their local communities. … Research shows that people of 
religious observance are more likely to be volunteers. The Government are recognising 
and harnessing that fact. … 
The Government want to help build effective, co-operative working relationships between 
people of different faiths. We continue to fund the important work of the Inter Faith 
Network for the UK and the Faith-based Regeneration Network …  
The Government are also committed to maintaining the status of religious education as a 
compulsory subject that all pupils must study throughout their schooling, subject to 
parental choice. Religious education is important so that children can understand the 
history that has shaped the values and traditions of this country, forming a key part of 
promoting the  spiritual,  moral,  social and  cultural  development of  children  and  young  
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people. We consider religious education fundamental to children's learning. The 
Government also remain committed to the provision of collective worship in schools …  
The Government defend the right of people to follow a faith and express that faith, free 
from discrimination, intolerance or persecution. … 
In 2010, this Government made it a requirement for all police forces to record anti-Semitic 
attacks. We are funding tighter security measures in Jewish faith schools. We appointed 
the first UK envoy for post-Holocaust issues, Sir Andrew Burns. We are funding the 
Holocaust Educational Trust's Lessons from Auschwitz project and we are committing 
funds to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust … 
… we are funding the Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks programme and have established 
the cross-government Anti-Muslim Hatred group, allowing us to respond department by 
department to the growing problem of anti-Muslim hatred. … 
This Government believe that faith should have a seat at the table in public life. …  this is 
not a position of privilege but that of a strong contributor to the public debate. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122-
0003.htm#12112245000890  

 
 

House of Lords: Motion to Approve 

Terrorism Act 2000 (Proscribed Organisations) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2012 
Lord Taylor of Holbeach: My Lords, the Government are determined to do all that they 
can to minimise the threat from terrorism to the UK and our interests abroad. Proscription 
of terrorist organisations is an important part of the Government's strategy to tackle 
terrorist activities. We would therefore like to add the organisation Ansarul Muslimina Fi 
Biladis Sudan, known as Ansaru, to this category. … 

 

Baroness Smith of Basildon: … when the Prime Minister, David Cameron, was in 
opposition he repeatedly attacked the then Labour Government for not proscribing Hizb 
ut-Tahrir. The Minister has been very clear on this today-that any action to proscribe a 
group has to be taken on the evidence available. I know how complex and difficult it can 
be to get all that evidence and present it in an appropriate manner. The party opposite 
has now been in power for two and a half years and Hizb ut-Tahrir has still not been 
proscribed. … All I��ask for is an assurance that the Government are keeping the 
activities of Hizb ut-Tahrir under observation and review and that should there be 
evidence that this group should be proscribed, that matter will be presented to your 
Lordships' House. … 

 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: … We are concerned about Hizb ut-Tahrir, and we will 
continue to monitor its activities very closely. Such groups are not free to spread hatred 
and incite violence as they please. The police have in any case comprehensive powers 
to take action under criminal law to deal with people who incite hatred, and will do so. … 
Motion agreed. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122-
0002.htm#12112245000888  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Equality Act 2010 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether their proposed 
changes to the Equality Act 2010 will satisfy the principle of non-regression; and whether 
they will ensure that the changes do not weaken the legal protection of alleged victims of 
unlawful discrimination, as provided by the previous legislation. [HL3105] 

Baroness Stowell of Beeston: On 10 October, the Government published their 
response to earlier consultations on  repealing  provisions in the Equality Act 2010  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122-0003.htm#12112245000890
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122-0003.htm#12112245000890
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122-0002.htm#12112245000888
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122-0002.htm#12112245000888
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(the Act) concerning harassment by third parties (Section 40(2)-(4)); obtaining 
information about a possible contravention of the Act (Section 138); and 
employment tribunals' power to make wider recommendations in discrimination 
cases (Section 124(3)(b)). Following the consultation, the Government proposed 
taking forward each of these repeals through a suitable legislative vehicle. 
The Government are satisfied that none of these changes constitute a reduction in 
the level of protection required by the relevant European directives. On the legal 
protection of alleged victims of discrimination, the Government's view is that none 
of the measures substantively reduce the protection available under the Act, or 
under the legislation which preceded the Act. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122w0001.htm#121
12255000225  
 

Convictions 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice pursuant to the answer of 9 
November 2012, Official Report, column 824W, on Communication Act 2003, how many 
of the convictions since 2003 were due to (a) racial harassment, (b) sexual harassment, 
(c) stalking, (d) school bullying, (e) homophobia and (f) other categories of offence. 
[128927] 

Jeremy Wright: Information held centrally by the Criminal Justice System 
Statistics in the Ministry of Justice does not contain information about the 
circumstances behind each case, beyond the description provided in the statute 
under which proceedings are brought. It is not possible to identify from this 
centrally held information whether the grossly 
offensive/indecent/obscene/menacing or false message/matter sent or caused to 
be sent by electronic communications network for which a defendant was found 
guilty constituted racial harassment, sexual harassment, stalking, school bullying, 
homophobia or other aggravating factors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121122/text/121122w0
002.htm#12112248000135  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121109/text/121109w0
003.htm#12110969000148  
 

 

Scottish Government 
Detailed analysis of religious hate crime    
… The figures show that: 

 The proportional spread of religions targeted has remained similar, with the two 
main religious beliefs targeted being Catholicism and Protestantism. 

 There were 19 attacks on Islam in 2011-12, up from 15 in 10/11, and 14 on 
Judaism, down from 16 in 10/11. 26 per cent of anti-Islam charges were for 
assaults compared to less than five per cent of other religiously aggravated 
attacks 

 Most areas of Scotland have seen a rise in religiously aggravated charges, with 
Glasgow being a notable exception. 

 Individual members of the public were the victims of religiously aggravated 
offending in less than a third of cases (31 per cent). In the majority of cases, police 
officers and the wider community in general were the victims, accounting for 51 
per cent and 30 per cent of all cases. 

 The number of charges related to football rose from 231 to 267, although the 
number of charges at football stadiums reduced  both in terms of number and as a 
proportion of all charges, from 90 in 10-11 (13 per cent) to 67 in 11-12 ( eight per 
cent). … 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122w0001.htm#12112255000225
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121122w0001.htm#12112255000225
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121122/text/121122w0002.htm#12112248000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121122/text/121122w0002.htm#12112248000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121109/text/121109w0003.htm#12110969000148
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121109/text/121109w0003.htm#12110969000148
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 Just two per cent of incidents were related to marches and parades. 
Minister for Community Safety Roseanna Cunningham said: “It is completely 
unacceptable for people to think that offensive religious or sectarian language, or verbal 
or physical attacks based purely on religious prejudice, have any place in 21st century 
Scotland. While it is concerning that the number of cases has risen, I hope that the 
increase does indicate people feel more confident about reporting the perpetrators. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/11/religious23112012 
 
Religiously Aggravated Offending in Scotland 2011-12    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00408745.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Middle East 
Mr Andrew Turner: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of the number of people killed (a) in Gaza by Israeli arms 
and (b) in Israel by arms originating from Gaza (i) from 1 January to 31 October 2012 
and (ii) on each day since 31 October 2012. [129554] 

Alistair Burt: We have received reports that there was one Israeli death due to 
rocket fire from Gaza between 1 January 2012 and 31 October 2012. Since 31 
October 2012, there have been reports of five Israeli deaths due to rocket fire 
from Gaza. 
We have received reports that there have been 57 Gazan deaths between 1 
January 2012 and 31 October 2012 as a result of Israeli airstrikes or Palestinian 
rockets. Since 31 October 2012, there have been reports of 160 Palestinian 
deaths in Gaza from Israeli airstrikes or Palestinian rockets. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121122/text/121122w0
003.htm#12112248000164  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
Religious leaders should promote recognition for all religious and belief 
communities, participants at OSCE meeting say 
Religious leaders can do more to promote the right of all religious and belief communities 
to full, equal and non-discriminatory access to legal personality, said participants at a 
joint meeting of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights and the 
European Council of Religious Leaders - Religions for Peace …  
Participants agreed that recognition of freedom of religion and belief should be secured 
as a matter of human dignity, and should not require mandatory registration. They said 
religious leaders should urge governments to respect and promote the freedom of 
religion or belief without prejudice and discrimination. … 
To read the full press release 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/97433  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2012/11/religious23112012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00408745.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121122/text/121122w0003.htm#12112248000164
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121122/text/121122w0003.htm#12112248000164
http://www.osce.org/odihr/97433
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Equality Strategy  
(closing date 9 February 2012) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/tell-us-what-you-think!/ 

TOP 
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