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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government 

Baroness Warsi is to call on Mosques to encourage victims of anti-Muslim hate 
crime to come forward 
The Senior Minister for Faith at the Department for Communities and Local Government 
is to write to all Imams to urge them to do more to tackle the problem in their areas. 
New figures show there have been nearly 500 recorded incidents of anti-Muslim attacks 
in England since a new Government-funded helpline was established in February this 
year to monitor them. But Baroness Warsi, who argued last year that Islamophobia had 
"passed the dinner table test", believes that the real figure may be much higher, with 
victims feeling unsupported to come forward or believing that reporting will not be taken 
seriously. … 
"Mosques can encourage members, through notices and talks, to report any incidents of 
hate crime," … 
"The data still needs to be validated, but early indications are that nearly 60 per cent of 
reported religious hate crime in 2011 was directed at Muslims. "That shows the scale of 
the problem, but we need better reporting and recording and more community awareness 
to allow us to build up a complete picture." 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/newsroom/2251335  

 
 

FAWC 

FAWC response to Consultations on the Implementation of Regulation 1099/2009 
(England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/FAWC-response-to-consultations-on-the-
implementation-of-EU-Regulation-10992009.pdf  
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Holocaust 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Learning from the past can help build a more inclusive society 
In commemoration of the 1938 Night of Pogrom ‘Kristallnacht’, FRA points to the past to 
remind us of the need to protect and promote fundamental rights today. 
“The history of antisemitism and Holocaust is an extreme example of the tragic 
consequences that a gradual and increasing denial of fundamental rights can lead to,” 
said FRA Director Morten Kjaerum. “Learning from the past, we must empower people to 
understand the significance of fundamental rights protection today. We can do this by 
turning the places of memorial for the past into places of ‘memorial for the future’. The 
Holocaust was a human-made tragedy – humans must therefore help heal the traumas 
of the past, and ensure a more inclusive society, based on respect for and understanding 
of fundamental rights.” 
Some of the ways FRA has been supporting efforts to learn from the past, for human 
rights education today, has been the development of educational tools such as its recent 
toolkit on the Holocaust and human rights, and the co-organisation of seminars together 
with Holocaust memorial sites. … 
Hate crime remains a regular occurrence in the European Union. A forthcoming FRA 
report on hate crime urges EU Member States to make more effort in collecting data on 
hate crime, which includes offences motivated by racism, xenophobia, and religious 
intolerance. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2012/learning-past-can-help-build-more-inclusive-society  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the death of Fahmi Abu Riash on 10 
September.[HL2834]  

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The UK remains concerned about the situation in Gaza 
and the recent escalation of violence in southern Israel and Gaza. 
We are aware of reports of the incident concerning Fahmi Abu Riash. We have 
not raised this specific incident with the Israeli authorities but continue to monitor 
developments in Gaza closely and to raise our concerns as appropriate. We 
respect Israel's right to protect its security but believe it is vital to avoid civilian 
casualties. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration they have given 
to the inclusion of Palestinian refugees in efforts to establish peace in Israel and 
Palestine; and what discussions they have had with others regarding this 
matter.[HL2835] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The British Government have been clear that a fair 
settlement for refugees must be part of a negotiated two-state solution resulting in 
a secure and universally recognised Israel living alongside a sovereign and viable 
Palestinian state, based on the borders of 1967, with Jerusalem the future capital 
of both states. 
 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/toolkit-holocaust-education/index.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2012/learning-past-can-help-build-more-inclusive-society
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We want to see a long-term and sustainable solution to the issue of Palestinian 
refugees agreed as soon as possible. But our assessment is that this can only be 
done through a negotiated two-state solution. We have urged both sides to 
demonstrate the political will and leadership needed to break the current impasse. 
We have not had any recent discussions with others regarding the inclusion of 
refugees in these efforts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121107w0001.htm#121
10788000248  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have held 
with the Government of Israel concerning the Prime Minister of Israel's recent statement 
that the blockade of Gaza is in accordance with international law.[HL2833] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We have not raised the Prime Minister of Israel's 
recent statement with the Israeli authorities. In close co-ordination with our EU 
partners and the Office of the Quartet Representation, we continue to press the 
Israeli Government at ministerial and official level to ease access restrictions to 
and from Gaza. We also continue to underline our view that the current situation is 
counterproductive. 
Any actions Israel takes in respect of the Occupied Territories, including Gaza, 
must be in accordance with its obligations under international law. Given the 
degree of control Israel retains over Gaza's borders, airspace and territorial 
waters, it retains obligations as an occupying power under International 
Humanitarian Law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121107w0001.htm#121
10788000239  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the spokesperson of High Representative Catherine Ashton on the 
publication of tenders to expand Israeli settlements 
The High Representative deeply regrets this week’s publication of tenders to expand the 
settlements of Ramot and Pisgat Ze’ev by over 1200 housing units. 
The EU has consistently maintained that negotiations remain the best way forward to 
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and that these negotiations should lead to an 
agreement on the borders of the two states, based on the June 4 1967 lines, unless 
otherwise agreed between the parties. Unilateral action by either party cannot prejudge 
the outcome of negotiations and will not be recognized by the European Union. 
Continuous expansion of settlements, wherever this takes place, further complicates 
ongoing diplomatic efforts to avoid a deterioration in the prospects for a return to 
negotiations at this critical time. 
Settlements are illegal under international law and threaten to make a two-state solution 
impossible. The EU has repeatedly urged the Government of Israel to immediately end all 
settlement activities in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, in line with its 
obligations under the Roadmap. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133377.pdf  
 
 

TOP 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121107w0001.htm#12110788000248
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121107w0001.htm#12110788000248
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121107w0001.htm#12110788000239
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121107w0001.htm#12110788000239
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/133377.pdf


 4

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
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