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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Visas 
Lord Avebury: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether members of religious orders 
who are unpaid members of a religious community are exempt from the resident labour 
market test; and whether they will include further details about that status on the UK 
Border Agency tier 2 (Ministers of Religion) web page. [HL2762] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): Under tier 2 and tier 5 of the points-based system, there is no 
requirement for a sponsor to conduct a resident labour market test before bringing 
a person to the UK who will live within, and as a member of, a religious 
community, for example a community of nuns or monks. 
The UK Border Agency tier 2 (Minister of Religion) web page which outlines basic 
information for persons coming to the UK will be updated to make this clear. Full 
guidance for tier 2 and tier 5 sponsors is already available in the policy document 
on the UK Border Agency website, which sets out all of the circumstances in which 
a resident labour market test is, or is not, required. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121105w0001.htm#1211
0547000523  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Bellingham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to encourage Israel to (a) sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty and (b) open its nuclear programme to international inspection. [126611] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government supports fully the universalisation of the 
Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT). We have called on Israel and other non-
signatories to join the NPT as non-nuclear weapons states. We have also called 
on them to agree a full  scope  Comprehensive  Safeguards  Agreement  with  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121105w0001.htm#12110547000523
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International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). In 2009 the IAEA concluded that 
nuclear material, facilities or other items to which safeguards were applied in 
Israel remained in use for peaceful activities. The UK accepts these conclusions. 
We have a regular dialogue with the Israeli Government on civil nuclear and 
counter proliferation issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0
001.htm#12110537000010  
 

International Assistance 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment she has made of the effectiveness of UK-Israeli co-operation on 
international development. [126022] 

Mr Duncan: While we engage closely with Israel on issues affecting development 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, we do not currently have any joint 
international development projects with Israel. We would consider any proposals 
made by Israel's Agency for International Development Co-operation, MASHAV, 
for collaboration on areas of mutual interest on their own specific merits. 
Israel is also a member of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-
operation, established in December 2011 at Busan. Through this forum we have 
the opportunity to engage with Israel and other countries as necessary to maintain 
and strengthen support for more effective development co-operation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0
003.htm#12110545000044  
 

Palestinians 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
arrangements are in place to ensure that UK financial aid to the Palestinian Authority is 
not directly or indirectly appropriated by Hamas. [126017] 

Mr Duncan: DFID provides support to the Palestinian Authority, whose 
expenditure remains completely separate from the finances and political 
programme of Hamas. The UK takes extensive precautions to ensure that our 
support conforms with European Union and UK legislation on terrorist financing, 
and that Hamas does not derive any financial benefit from our projects. 
In addition to ensuring that no UK funding goes directly to Hamas, we work closely 
with our partners to ensure that they have appropriate risk management and audit 
processes to confirm that financial rules are followed and no funds are transferred 
to Hamas. 

Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development for what 
projects the United Nations Relief and Works Agency in the Palestinian Territories have 
received funding from her Department. [126021] 

Mr Duncan: The majority of UK support to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) is channelled through its General Fund rather than for specific 
projects. This is UNRWA's preferred funding mechanism as it enables them to 
allocate resources effectively according to need. From 2007 to 2011 the UK 
provided £110 million in core support, and in June this year I announced that we 
would continue this support by committing £106.5 million between 2012 and 2015. 
Such core support is essential as it enables UNRWA to provide health, education 
and relief and social services to Palestinian refugees. 
Where appropriate, the UK has also provided support for specific projects. 
Currently the UK is supporting two UNRWA projects in Gaza, their "Job Creation 
Programme" and the construction of 14 new schools. 

Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what processes 
are in place to monitor the effectiveness of UK aid to the Palestinian Authority and the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency. [126082] 

Mr Duncan:  I refer  my  hon.  Friend to the  answer  I gave  to my hon. Friend the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0001.htm#12110537000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0001.htm#12110537000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0003.htm#12110545000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0003.htm#12110545000044
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Member for Finchley and Golders Green (Mike Freer) on 11 July 2012, Official 
Report, column 288W. 

Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much her 
Department contributed to the Palestinian Authority general budget in the latest period for 
which figures are available; and how that contribution is distributed. [126189] 

Mr Duncan: The UK provides financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority 
(PA) through a World Bank trust fund. From 2009 to 2011 the UK provided £107 
million to help the PA fund the provision of basic services and develop Palestinian 
institutions. 
The World Bank agree a reform plan with the PA each year and only transfer UK 
money during the year if the plan is on track; they also carry out close monitoring 
of PA expenditure. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121105/text/121105w0
003.htm#12110545000045  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120711/text/120711w0
003.htm#12071161000043  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of the extremist Salafi militants in Gaza.[HL2681] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not conducted a detailed assessment of the number of extremist Salafi 
militants in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121105w0001.htm#121
10547000491  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-04677 Drew Smith: Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and 
Israel—That the Parliament notes the work of the Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), which brings visitors to the West Bank to 
experience life under occupation; understands that Ecumenical Accompaniers provide a 
protective presence to vulnerable communities, monitor and report human rights abuses 
and support Palestinians and Israelis working together for peace; further understands 
that, when they return home, Ecumenical Accompaniers campaign for a just and 
peaceful resolution to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict through an end to the occupation, 
respect for international law and implementation of UN resolutions; believes that 
the mission of the EAPPI is to accompany Palestinians and Israelis in their non-violent 
actions and to carry out concerted advocacy efforts to end the occupation; understands 
that its approach is based on the belief that the occupation is harmful not only to 
Palestinians but also to Israelis; welcomes the EAPPI’s programme, which it considers 
demonstrates its solidarity with people on both sides of this conflict who strive non-
violently to end the occupation and achieve a just peace, and commends the Glasgow 
resident, Geraldine O’Neill, who is taking part in the project from 10 November 2012 for 
three months. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-04677&ResultsPerPage=10   
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

Racism online and in extremist groups: two key reports by a UN expert on 
contemporary forms of racism 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Racism, Mutuma Ruteere, called for greater 
cooperation between States, international bodies, private sector, civil society and local 
communities in against the promotion of racial, ethnic and xenophobic hatred on the 
Internet, and by extremist political parties, movements and groups. 
In his first address to the UN General Assembly, Mr. Ruteere presented two key reports 
respectively on Racism and the Internet, and the challenges posed by extremist political 
parties, movements and groups. 
 “The increase of extremist hate websites, the use of the Internet and social media by 
extremist groups and individuals to propagate hate speech and incite racial violence, and 
the increased number of incidents of racist violence and crimes prompted by racist 
content on the Internet remain to be address, despite the adoption of positive measures,” 
the human rights expert said. 
The Special Rapporteur highlighted that combating racism on the Internet requires a 
comprehensive and cohesive approach developed through dialogue and consultation 
amongst different actors, including governments, civil society organisations, Internet 
service providers and the private sector in general. … 
The expert urged world governments to guarantee the right to security and access to 
justice without discrimination to vulnerable groups who are victims of racist and 
xenophobic attacks by extremist groups or individuals.��“Complementary measures 
should be implemented to tackle extremist political parties, movements and groups,” Mr. 
Ruteere said. He encouraged States to strengthen the implementation of awareness 
raising activities aimed at fostering tolerance, to sensitize youth on the dangers of 
ideologies and activities of extremist political parties, movements and groups, and to 
strengthen State agents’ capacity to address racist crimes through human rights 
trainings. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12743&LangID
=E 
 

The reports to which the press release refers, are not yet available online 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12743&LangID=E
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http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
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Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 
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