
 1

 

30 October 2012
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Marriage: Ceremonies 
Andrew Stephenson: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice if he will bring forward 
proposals to eliminate statutory impediments to the holding of outdoor marriage 
ceremonies. [124782] 

Mrs Grant: The Government currently has no plans to amend the law in relation 
to outdoor wedding ceremonies. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0
002.htm#12102937000053  

 
Charities 

Gregory Campbell: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office how many faith-based 
organisations have had their charitable status revoked by reason of the removal of 
presumption of public benefit by the Charities Act 2006. [124743] 

Mr Hurd: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the Charity 
Commission. I have asked the Commission's chief executive to reply. 
Letter from Sam Younger, dated 23 October 2012: 
I have been asked to reply to your Parliamentary Question on how many faith-
based organisations have had their charitable status revoked due to the removal 
of presumption of public benefit under the Charities Act 2006 [124743]. 
No faith-based organisations have had their charitable status revoked by reason 
of the removal of presumption of public benefit by the Charities Act 2006. 
The Charity Commission is the regulator and registrar of charities in England and 
Wales. Charities in Northern Ireland and Scotland are regulated by the Charity 
Commission for Northern Ireland and the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 
respectively. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121026/text/121026w0
001.htm#12102629000030  
 

Crime: Hate Crime 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Taylor of Holbeach on 17 October (HL 2448), what action is being taken to tackle race 
hatred.[HL2665] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach):  The  Government's  action plan to tackle hate crime brings together a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0002.htm#12102937000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0002.htm#12102937000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121026/text/121026w0001.htm#12102629000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121026/text/121026w0001.htm#12102629000030
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wide range of activities to: prevent hate crime by challenging the attitudes that 
underpin it; build victims' confidence to come forward; and improve the response 
of the police and others when they do. Specific actions to tackle racial hatred 
include supporting Show Racism the Red Card, running educational workshops 
for young people and funding organisations working with the victims of 
racist attacks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#121
02921000580  
 

Schools: Free Schools 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice they will give to 
administrators of free schools regarding religious instruction, including the teaching of 
creationism.[HL2772] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): The terms on which free schools are funded are set out in the funding 
agreement between the Academy Trust and the Secretary of State. This 
agreement requires free schools to provide religious education and a daily act of 
collective worship. The funding agreement also makes clear that free schools 
should not teach, in the context of any subject, any view or theory that is contrary 
to established scientific or historical evidence and explanation, such us 
creationism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#121
02921000614  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made representations 
to the Government of Israel regarding that Government's participation in the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty.[HL2657] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have regular discussions with the Government of Israel on a wide range of 
nuclear-related issues. Israel has not declared a nuclear weapons programme. 
We encourage Israel to sign up to the non-proliferation treaty and call on it to 
agree a comprehensive safeguards agreement with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#121
02921000603  
 

Drugs: Israel 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills if he 
will estimate the number of jobs that would be lost in the UK pharmaceutical industry if 
medicines produced in Israel were available in the UK; and if he will make a statement. 
[125473] 

Mr Willetts: Medicines produced in Israel can already be sold in the UK, provided 
the manufacturer has a Marketing Authorisation issued by the Medicine and 
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) or the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA). 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000580
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000580
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000614
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000614
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000603
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000603
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A protocol agreement on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial 
Products (ACAA) with Israel was negotiated by the European Commission and 
signed by the Council of Ministers in May 2010. The ACCA is a technical trade 
agreement that would simplify Israeli exports of pharmaceutical products into 
Europe. Consent of the ACAA by the European Parliament, which is required 
before the agreement can come into force, has been delayed, but is still under 
discussion. 
Furt dsher to Explanatory Memorandum No. 14974/09 deposited in Parliament by 
the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills on 10 November 2009, the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has no plans to carry out an 
assessment of the economic impact of the ACCA. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0
004.htm#1210305000007  
 

Middle East 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the security situation in the Sinai Peninsula. 
[125386] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned about the security situation in the Sinai. The 
Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) have 
discussed this with President Mursi. We welcome his commitment to address the 
situation by asserting greater control over the peninsula, and we have offered the 
UK's support to examine how the underlying causes of instability might be tackled. 
I issued a statement on 7 August condemning attacks at the Rafah border on 5 
August, welcoming President Mursi's commitment to addressing security in the 
Sinai, and urging Egypt and Israel to work together to find solutions to the threats 
that affect them both. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0
001.htm#12102935000015  
 

Syria 
Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what advice he has received from his Department on the legal status of Palestinian 
refugees entering (a) Jordan and (b) Lebanon in order to seek refuge from the violence in 
Syria. [124872] 

Alistair Burt: An individual's legal status will depend on their particular 
circumstances. We would expect Jordan and Lebanon to treat Palestinian 
refugees in accordance with international human rights norms. 
We remain committed to supporting the efforts of Lebanon, Jordan and other 
neighbouring countries in their assistance to those affected by the Syria violence. 
The UK remains one of the largest donors to the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0
001.htm#12102935000021  
 

Syria 
Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
proportion of the £10 million support allocated to Syrian refugees which was announced 
in August 2012 has been allocated to assist Palestinian refugees displaced from Syria; 
[124873] 
(2) what assessment her Department has made of the adequacy of funding to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency in respect of Palestinian refugees to meet the needs of 
such refugees displaced from Syria; [124874] 

Mr  Duncan:  The  UK  is  providing  £39.5  million  to  address the needs of those  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0004.htm#1210305000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0004.htm#1210305000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0001.htm#12102935000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0001.htm#12102935000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0001.htm#12102935000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0001.htm#12102935000021
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affected by the violence in Syria, including the £10 million announced in August. 
£18 million of this total is for those who have fled Syria for neighbouring countries. 
This includes Palestinian refugees, such as those currently residing in the Cyber 
City refugee camp in Jordan. In addition to this, the UK provides core support to 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) 
totalling £106.5 million from 2012 to 2015. 
The conflict in Syria has exacerbated existing humanitarian needs among 
Palestinian refugees. UNRWA is playing a vital role in supporting Palestinians in 
Syria and the region but remains critically underfunded. UNRWA has appealed for 
US$53.8 million under its Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan to assist 
the 225,000 Palestinians affected by violence in Syria, including those displaced 
in Jordan and Lebanon. To date, donors have contributed US$16.65 million to the 
appeal. 
We continue to consider what more we can do to support all those affected by the 
violence in Syria, including specific help for Palestinian refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0
002.htm#12102937000028  
 

Syria 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the Government of Syria has 
offered compensation to internationally-protected Palestinian refugees killed or wounded 
by its forces on its territory; and, if not, whether they will make representations about the 
matter.[HL2569] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
not aware that Syria has offered any compensation to Palestinian refugees killed 
or wounded by its forces on its territory.  
Over the past 19 months, all those in Syria, including Palestinian refugees, have 
had to endure increasing violence, with the regime resorting to the use of aircraft, 
helicopters and artillery. The numbers killed now exceed 25,000. 1.2 million are 
displaced within Syria, with a further 350,000 having sought refuge across the 
neighbouring borders of Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. 
The UK has been at the forefront of international efforts to bring an end to the 
killing and find a peaceful solution to the crisis in Syria. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) has made clear that those responsible for the worst 
crimes should be held accountable for their actions and we remain at the forefront 
of the international community in calling for the situation in Syria to be referred to 
the International Criminal Court. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#121
02921000616  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Alistair Burt calls for progress on two state solution 
Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt has met Palestinian Chief Negotiator Dr Saeb Erekat 
to discuss the Middle East Peace Process. 
Speaking after the meeting, Alistair Burt said: “Dr Erekat and I discussed the current state 
of the Middle East Peace Process, the urgent need to make progress towards a two state 
solution and the opportunities to take real steps towards peace in the coming months. I 
expressed the UK’s deep concern about developments that threaten our shared goal, in 
particular continued settlement building in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
“I stressed  that  the  international  community  has an important role to play on the peace  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0002.htm#12102937000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121029/text/121029w0002.htm#12102937000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000616
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121029w0001.htm#12102921000616
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process, but bold and courageous leadership is also required from both sides. I made 
clear the British view that we see negotiations towards a two state solution as the best 
way to meet the national aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians. Along with EU and 
international partners, we are urging both sides to focus on dialogue, avoid steps that 
could undermine the prospects for peace and to work towards the resumption of direct 
negotiations without preconditions. “The UK remains committed to helping Palestinian 
state building efforts and will be providing up to £122 million in support over the period 
2011 to 2015 to assist them in creating a sovereign and prosperous Palestinian state 
living in peace alongside a safe and secure Israel.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=827855282  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-vii.htm  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/
?lang=en  
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=827855282
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0004/amend/ml004-vii.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/?lang=en
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** The Government's new approach to consultation (closing date 30 November 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/secondary-
legislation-scrutiny-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/consultations/  
 
 

Revised framework for recorded crime outcomes (closing date 7 December 2012) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/crime-outcomes-
cons/crime-outcomes?view=Binary 

TOP 
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