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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Armed Forces: Religion 
Simon Hughes: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence how many employees of his 
Department are employed within the Chaplaincy Department for each (a) faith and (b) 
denomination. [121361] 

Mr Francois: All chaplains employed by the Ministry of Defence are there to 
provide spiritual leadership, pastoral care and moral guidance to all personnel and 
their families of all faiths and none. 
The following tables provide details of the number of chaplains employed by the 
MOD for each faith and denomination. The figures do not include support staff 
within the Chaplaincy Department. 

Regular armed forces chaplains (Christian) 

Denomination Total 

Methodist 27 

Church of Scotland 31 

Roman Catholic 28 

Baptist 23 

United Reform Church 7 

Assemblies of God 1 

Presbyterian 1 

Salvation Army 1 

Free Church of Scotland 1 

Church of England 155 

Total 275 
 

World faith army reserve chaplains 

Faith Total 

Jewish chaplain 1 
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World faith civilian chaplains 

Sikh chaplain 1 

Muslim chaplain 1 

Hindu chaplain 1 

Buddhist chaplain 1 

Total 4 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121008/text/121008w0
001.htm#12100813000020  

 
 

Welsh Assembly Questions 

Faith Schools 
p5  Darren Millar: Will the Minister make a statement on the provision of faith schools in 
Wales. OAQ(4)0172(ESK) 

Leighton Andrews: The Welsh Government recognises the historic and current 
contribution that maintained schools with a religious character make in every part 
of Wales. The document ̳Faith in education‘, developed jointly with the Church in 
Wales and the Catholic Education Service, and launched in June 2011, affirmed 
this position. 

Darren Millar: I commend you, Minister, for your work with religious bodies and others 
that support the work of education in Wales. However, one issue of concern is the current 
arrangements, which might change in the future, regarding the funding of capital projects 
for schools of a religious character. I understand that, under your proposals, the funding 
arrangements might change to reduce the amount that can be funded from the Welsh 
Government to 50%, whereas currently it can be up to 85%. What impact will that have 
on the twenty-first century schools programme, particularly in terms of the ability of faith 
organisations and local authorities to be able to meet the increase in their responsibilities, 
to be able to fund such projects in the future? 

Leighton Andrews: I announced the changes to the twenty-first century schools 
programme earlier this year. That was after a long period of consultation as to how 
we could ensure the best value and best use of our capital funds, given that our 
capital budgets had been so significantly cut back by the UK Government. I do not 
envisage there being any particular difficulties with regard to the funding of new 
faith schools, but if the Member has any examples where he thinks problems 
might arise, I invite him to write to me. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-
rop/rop20121003qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%201-
01MB%29  
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly Debate 

Marriage Equality 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-Report/Reports-12-13/01-
October-2012/#5  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether imports of construction 
materials into Gaza have increased since the meetings in July 2012 between British 
diplomats and Israeli officials.[HL2215] 

Viscount Younger of Leckie: Despite representations to the Israeli authorities 
from our officials in Israel, figures from the United Nations show that fewer 
construction materials entered Gaza in August than July via the official crossings 
(63,640 tonnes compared to 74,760 tonnes). This is despite the 5 August attack 
by militants in Sinai which led to the Egyptian Government taking measures to 
close many of the tunnel crossings, leading to a 50% reduction in construction 
materials coming into Gaza by this means from July to August. This reduction can 
be explained by the fact that only international projects can import construction 
materials into Gaza via the official crossings so the private sector cannot make up 
any shortage in materials by importing through the official crossings as opposed 
to the tunnels. The UK continues, with others, to press the Israeli Government to 
ease movement and access restrictions for Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121008w0001.htm#121
0011000128  

 
 

United Nations 

UN agency receives 11 million euros from European Commission to help Palestine 
refugees 
The European Commission will contribute 11 million euros … to support the work of the 
United Nations assisting Palestinian refugees in Syria, Lebanon and the occupied 
Palestinian territory … 
… 1.5 million euros will fund UNRWA's work in Syria, where some 225,000 Palestinian 
refugees have been directly affected by the violence … Six million euros will be used to 
provide food aid in Gaza, … two million euros will be spent on a job creation programme 
to relieve economic hardship for 26,000 refugee families in the West Bank. … 
In addition, over one million euros will be spent on UNRWA's protection programmes in 
Lebanon and the West Bank, to protect the rights of Palestinian refugees and prevent 
them from experiencing forced displacement. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43225&Cr=palestine&Cr1=#.UHbhuLRJ
UTw  
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Religious and belief communities need legal recognition, say participants at OSCE 
human rights conference 
Religious and belief communities should be granted quick, simple and non-discriminatory 
access to legal personality … 

Representatives of civil society and religious communities at the meeting noted that in the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121008w0001.htm#1210011000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121008w0001.htm#1210011000128
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43225&Cr=palestine&Cr1=#.UHbhuLRJUTw
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43225&Cr=palestine&Cr1=#.UHbhuLRJUTw
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1975 Helsinki Document, all participating States committed themselves to “recognize and 
respect the freedom of the individual to profess and practice, alone or in community with 
others, religion or belief”. 
“Although this means that religious or belief communities are not obliged to seek official 
recognition for their activities, they do often need recognition of their legal personality as 
a practical matter: to be able to open bank accounts, enter into contractual obligations 
and purchase real estate, for example,” said Robert-Jan Uhl, ODIHR’s Adviser on 
Freedom of Religion or Belief. 
“They may also need recognition of their legal personality in order to receive certain 
privileges, such as tax exemptions or state subsidies. Access to the legal status required 
to obtain such privileges should be granted in a non-discriminatory manner.” 
During the meeting participants also discussed ideas and suggestions for the forthcoming 
Guidelines on Recognition of Religious or Belief Communities. 
“The Guidelines will highlight international standards and good practices on how 
recognition can be used to enhance the freedom of religion or belief and not as a means 
to restrict the activities of religious or belief communities,” … 
ODIHR will work with the Advisory Panel, as well as the Council of Europe’s Venice 
Commission, on the development of the Guidelines, which will update relevant sections 
of the Guidelines for Review of Legislation Pertaining to Religion or Belief … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/94647  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 

Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/121009-
0001.htm#12100930000316  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/smallcharitabledonations.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

DEFRA: Welfare of animals at the time of killing (closing date 24 October 2012) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/09/13/animal-welfare-killing/  
 
Scottish Government: The implementation of Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing (closing date 26 October 2012)    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/08/9239/downloads 
 
Small Charitable Donations Bill (closing date 30 October 2012) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2012/september/small-charitable-donations-bill/ 
 
Welsh Government: EU Regulation 1099/2009 – Protection of Animals at Time of 
Killing (closing date 5 November 2012) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/120924protectionofanimals/
?lang=en  
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